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Smokies Fundraiser LauncheitgTopTrail Fund

The 9h Annual Picnic in Pittman for thg
Park yielded more than $95,000 for Frief
of the Smokies, including $15,000 to est%
lish a new fund to support the parkOs Ro
Top VolunteerTrail Crew

The dinnersilent auction, and live auc
tion on June 23 were hosted by Jim Ogle
and co-hosted by Phillip andcky Fulmer
University of Tennessee basketball coach
Bruce Pearl also attended, along with-se
eral assistant football coaches. Despite
heavy rain, thundefightning, hail, and a protection in the Greenbrier portion of the
prolonged power outage, the event raised . park and add to the Landon Caldwell
more money than ever before. University of Tennessee football coach Phillip Fulmer Scholarship Fund at the Great Smoky

The new fund for the RocKjop autographed a souvenir football faill Keener during the ~ Mountains Institute afremont. The
VolunteerTrail Crew will provide annual 2006 Picnic in Pittman for the Parthe event raised more  remaining funds will support other projects

than $95,000 for a variety of park projects. .
support for a seasonal group that spends yet to be determined.
each fall [epairing and improving the chief and assistant crew chief are palthe Additional donations to the Rockiop
Smokies@2-mile section of thAppaIachian bulk of the work is accomplished by volun VolunteerTrail Crew Fund may be sent to
Trail B the true Orocky topO of Great Smokyteers D from as far away as England, sWede(AFrlends of the Smokies,O PO Box 5650,
Mountains National Park. Only the crew and Japan, and as close as Hashessee. Sevierville,TN 37864-5650.

OWth so many UTcoaches and fans in
attendance at this event each y#ae Rocky
Top VolunteerTrail Crew seemed like a
perfect match,O said Jim Hart, President of
Friends of the Smokies. @Wope to grow
this fund every year until we can underwrite
the entire program in perpetuignd we are
very grateful to everyone involved for their
overwhelming generosit

Proceeds from this ye@rPicnic in
Pittman will also help support hemlock

Smokies &ects EarNaonalAwards

Two projects supported by Friends of the Smokies provides around $100,000 each yezas
Smokies recently received national awards for Parks as Classrooms so that thousands o
from theAssociation of Partners for Public local schoolchildren can learn about the
Lands (APPL). The SmokiesSave the tremendous natural and cultural resources of
Hemlocks Campaign received both the top the Great Smoky MountainS'he program
Partnershidward and the overall Excellence has now served more than 100,000 students
Award fromAPPL. For five years now OThese awards are the result of excellentis
Friends of the Smokies has been working teamwork,O said Jim Hart, President of '
with a variety of government agencies,-uni  Friends of theSmokies. OPark employees,
versities, and non-profit ganizations to con other park partners like the,
trol the deadly hemlock woolly adelgid (ah- Great Smoky Mountains §
DEL-jid). Friends of the Smokies has raisedAssociation, and our dono&
hundreds of thousands of dollars to fund on-all play very important
the-ground hemlock protection and also to roles in the success of the
establish the Lindsayoung Beneficial programs.O
Insects Laboratory at the University of In 2006, Friends of the
Tennessee, where researchers are raising tedmokies will provide anothe
of thousands of predator beetles each year t§186,000 to help protect the
eat the destructive adelgids. park® hemlock forests and

In the category of OEducation Program o6110,000 for the Parks as
Project,0 the SmokieR@ks as Classrooms Classrooms program.
program also took top honors. Friends of the

&
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Both the Save the Hemlocks campaign ar
the Parks as Classrooms program were
honored with 2006 Media and Partnershir
Awards by theé\ssociation of Partners for
Public LandsThese annual awards reeog
nize excellence in empowering partner
ships and fostering public understanding,
appreciation, and stewardshipArherica®
natural and cultural heritage.
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fiirom th Fiendsfo the Rrk

BYDALEDITMANSONSUPERINTENDENT

OV¢ make a living by what we
get; we make a life by what we Y
give.OThese thoughtful words have @&

Z  Many of us who work in an

(2] .
office all week look forward to
spending a few hours on the week

often been attributed to the late
Winston Churchill, thougfihe
Churchill Centre ofVashington, DC,
believes that the former British Prim
Minister does not deserve the credit|
They do confirm, howevethat ®

Churchill shared a similar sentimest!
in 1908: OWhat is the use of living

if it be not to strive for noble causes

and to make this muddled world a”

end hiking into the wilderness of the
Smokies to Oget away from it all.O
For MarkTinkham that situation is
turned upside down. Mark is one of
the threeAppalachianTrail (AT)

ridge runners who will work in the
Smokies this yearEveryThursday
morning he is dropped foéit one of
the access points to th& and over
the next five days heOll hike about

better place for those who will live in it after we are gone?0 half of the 71 miles of th&T that run through the Smokies.

Nearly a century latetwo of the world©richest men have Along the way he will pause often to clean a clogged water bar
recently made very bold commitments Oto strive for noble causes.f@move a downed tree, or service one of the composting privies
Bill Gates will reduce his commitments at Microsoft in order to  |gcated at one of the shelters or backcountry campsites.
spend more time managifigre Bill and Melinda Gates N Equipped with a portable radio, he is the Oeyes and ears D an
Foundation, which he has already built to more than $30 billion ¢ yoiceOof the park. He stops to talk with visitors throughout
in assets. Meanwhilgyarren Bufett has launched a multi-year g gay and each evening at the shelters, as he provides informa
effort to give away more than $37 billion of his for_tune to the tion, educates them about permit and food storage regulations,
Gates Foundation and four family-related foundations. and teaches them about OLeaverNmeO camping practices.

Generosity at this level brings philanthropy front and center |, 5 qdition; he is often the first on the scene of an injured or sick

in the d%"}}’ News arf1d m&;kes many people r(tea_'ltlhmk tgew OWN — yisitor and will provide rangers with the information needed to
giving. Of course, few of us can give away billions B or even (01410 each engamcy

millions, but that is hardly the point. Instead, | think it comes For his week of work in the wilderness he receives a small
back to what Churchill suggested, that we must each find Worthys,[ipend and is provided with a park apartment where he can enjoy

causes and do our part for future generations. a hot shower and a soft bed on his days Bidge runners at the
Fortunately many thousands of people have selected the . .
. T Smokies have become a fixture over the 17 years of the program.

Great Smoky Mountains as a focus for their givifigney . . ; i .
) 4 . . : Since 1996, their service has been funded entirely by Friends of
include special event supporters like Jim and Natalie Haslam, . : C 2.
Jim and Kay Clayton. Jean Ogle, Robin and DeAamer the Smokies and the Great Smoky Mountéigsociation. The

y ~iayton, ge. presence of the ridge runners has made an enorméeredife in

Linda Ogle, Dan and Deener Matthews, Earl andglar » : .
Worsham, Jimmy and Dee Haslam, Jim Ogle, Carol Muszik, and the CO'ndItIOI’] of _the trall,'the cleanlmes§ of the shelters, and the
compliance of visitors with park regulations.

Philli Vicky Ful They incl h i . .
llip andvicky Fulmer They include the Cornerstone During that same period, thanksdaly to the Richard

Foundation and the National Park Foundatidhey include . : . ) .
Crown Park Resort, Pildravel Centers, Denark Construction, ~ aiman National Park Foundation, Friends of the Smokies has
Tanger Properties, and many other busines§hsy also include supported renovations to seven of the gaskidlters on thT'
thousands of great volunteers likban and Diane Goss, Ellie They have been upgraded from dark, cramped, three-sided stone
Burbank. androm Wainner boxes into brightermore spacious, and welcoming places,

’ through the addition of skylights, covered porches, and cooking

| must also mention eleven-yeald Devin Parrett of Franklin, > e
Ohio. After learning about the hemlock woolly adelgid during a  2r€as separated from the sleeping ar@ae trail itself has been

recent family trip to the Smokies, he set out to do his part B and iMProved as the Friends have funded annual projects by the
more D to help save the hemlocks. He did chores around the ~ APpalachianTrail Conservancg(RockyTop VolunteerTrail

house and found people to sponsor him for picking up. littar Crew This crew uses paid leaders who oversee volunteers to
convinced his family to skip going to the movies and put the complete such major projects as re-routing trail segments and
money saved toward the hemlocks. He turned in nine pounds of installing stairs and water control structures.
recycled cans for cash and even emptied out Othe c@saljan Next time you have the chance to take that weekend hike,
all, he raised $240.40 for the hemlocks. Outstanding! please do not take for granted the conditions alongTrend

We are thankful that we have so many supporters that it is noPther park trails.You can thank the ridge runners, the Rocky
possible to list each of you heras you read this newsletter Top VolunteerTrail Crew and hundreds of park volunteers for

though, you will see clear evidence of how you really are making their hard work on improving your backcountry experiengad
the world a better placeThank you for choosing the Smokies as We can all thank Friends of the Smokies for providing the sup
one of your Onoble causes.O port needed to make all theséoefs successful.
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Elijah Olrer Homesite
on the Mend

most unique historic
structures in Great Smo
Mountains National Parky&s
is the Elijah Oliver cabin &
Located in Cades Cove,
the cabin dates back to t
mid-19" century and
provides a window back
in time to early mountaing
traditions and customs.
Unfortunately erosion an
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posed a threat to the
stability of the Elijah
Oliver cabin. With support from Friends of the Smokies, park employees have been

working to correct the situation. Maintenance crews have replaced soil and vegetation
and installed a new drainage system to reduce future erosion. Funding for this work was
made possible through $5,000 in annual earnings from an endowment fund established
several years ago Byurora Foods, Log Cabin Syrup, Friends of the Smokies, and the

Mak KWilliams¥KnavilleTN

Emeritus Board Members
Kahryn McNe#San franciscCA
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W\ebsite:
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National Park FoundationTo allow the Elijah Oliver site to recover fullshe park has
temporarily closed both the trail and the cabin until this fall. In the meantime, many
other historic sites in Cades Cove and throughout the park are still open to the public.

Tennesseadnds Office
Mores to Ne Locaon

Effective July 12,
2006, Friends of the
Smokies has relocated it
Tennessee fi€e to a newjg
facility in Kodak,
Tennessee. Just as our
membership base is
continually expanding, S¢
are our responsibilities
and our stdf The new
location will more
adequately house our
Tennessee employees sg
they can more é&tiently
support Great SmMoky  TheTennessee @te of Friends of the Smokies has relocated to tHédr

Mountains National Parkof this expanded building, which also houses the Sevierville Chamber of
The new diice is located Commerce and a bookstore for the Great Smoky Moundassciation.

TP i —— STl
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on Highway 66 near Exit
407 of Interstate 40.The building also includes the Sevierville Chamber of Commerce
and one of the merchandise stores operated by our non-profit park pgher@reat
Smoky Mountaing\ssociation. Financing for the newfioe space was provided by the
City of Sevierville through a municipal bondfi@fing.

Our primary mailing address will stay the same for nowt please note that thefioé

phone number has changed to (865) 932-4794. If you are in the area, please stop by an

say hello!




Recycling Gets a Boost in the Smokies

National Park is closer to its goal of diverting half of all its
waste from local landfills. 3

Park visitors, volunteers, and employees can all make udciisss
the new recycling trailewhich is located behind the h
Oconaluftee Ranger Station and very close to the Oconaluftg
Visitor Center The recycling trailer has separate bins for glas
paper cardboard, aluminum, and plastic.

Funding for the project was made possible in part by an
$8,000 grant from the North Carolina Division of Pollution
Prevention and Environmentatsistance, Department of
Environment and Natural Resource&dditional funding was
provided by the Swain County Community Foundation and
proceeds from the Friends of the Smokies specialty license f
program in North Carolina.

Great Smoky Mountains National Park currently diverts forty-materals that will be given to prospective Junior Rangdis.
two percent of its waste from landfills. OOur goal is to increase qualify as a Junior Rangeshildren ages five through twelve must
our waste diversion to fifty percent by 2010,0 said Dale each attend a rangkd program and complete several activities,
Ditmanson, Superintendent of Great Smoky Mountains Nat'onahncludmg litter pickup. OThe recycling bags will help our Junior
Park. OW sincerely appreciate all the people who are helping URangers learn about and practice resource conservation, while also
achieve this goal.O promoting use of the new recycling trailer by park visitors,0 said

Project funds are also supporting promotional flyers Ditmanson. Ok@ruly a win-win solution.O
announing the new recycling traileas well as bags for recyclable

Looking for Peregrines

Although recovering, peregrine falcoriza(co peegrinug are still
considered vulnerable ifennessee and critically imperiled in North
Carolina. These birds take refuge in the vast protected lands in Great
~ Smoky Mountains National Park and along the Blue Ridge Parkway to
live, feed, and reproducaVildlife biologists in Great Smoky Mountains
National Park monitor peregrine falcon aeries in the Smokies in order to

SdN ‘I002er alreyd

IMAGE

B E I N G expand their knowledge of the birdeDitat, predateprey relationships,
mating habits, and survival strategiéihis information has become
S CAN N E D instrumental to their &rts to support the survival of peregrine falcons
and other avian species.

Thanks to grants from thEennessee Ornithological Society and the
Henry B. Kreuzman Family Foundation, Friends of the Smokies helped
fund a new round of studies of the reg®péregrine falconswith this
support, park biologists were able to monitor three falcon aeries in the
Smokies. At the first two sites, falcon nesting and activity had been
reported in the past. Unfortunatetye first site was not occupied this
year At the second site, eggs were found, but no young, thus resulting
in a failed nestAt the third site, there was no history of peregrine falcons, but this year they were present. Hboemvems no sign
of nesting. Although the lack of successful nesting in the park is of some concern, it is not uncommon for peregrines to simply have
off year Wildlife biologists will need to do more studies to determine the reasons for this outcome.
Meanwhile, peregrine falcons successfully raised young at B&il@thouse on the Blue Ridge Parkway and in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. One fledgling was reported at De@tdrthouse and three in Chattanooghese results provide more encouraging news
that the southern peregrine falcon populations will once again thrive in the Smokies.

the Newsletter ofFriends of Great Smoky Mountains National Park Vol 11. No 2




Smokies Bigelisity Poject Raches Major Milestor

A new plant record for Great Smoky Mountains National Pe *
marks the 5,000discovery for theAll Taxa Biodiversity
Inventory (ATBI) that has been counting and documenting all Ii
forms in Great Smoky Mountains National Park since 1988
velvet leaf blueberryMaccinium mytilloides) was identified on
May 20, 2006, during aATBI Field Day based at the paskO
Appalachian Highlands Science Learning Center at Purchase
Knob in North Carolina.The field day was ganized by Discovel
Life in America, a non-profit park partner that is coordinating tt
ATBI. The thigh-high shrub is mostly a northern speciesNbein
found in sunny sites from thglantic to the Pacific in Canada. i
southern-most known location was westéirginiaNuntil the
Field Day As it turns out, this shrub was encountered in the pi
a few years ago, but its identification has eluded botanists unti
was found blooming during th&TBI event.
Plants and animals that have populations at the edge of the ..
range, like this b|uebermre of special interest. Often they are Velvet leaf quebe_zrry\(accinium mytilloides) was the 5,QOt’)species identified
genetically diferent than the rest of their species since they ha%ough the ongoing inventory of the biological diversity of the Smokies.
probably been isolated from other populations of their species for
thousands of years, and survival through time here has been dicttedark. These finds are really just the first step in this ambitious
by environmental factors dérent from, saycentral Canada. project, which aims to document all life forms in Great Smoky
Sometimes these peripheral populations have developed genetidMountains National ParkThe ATBI will also provide understanding
traits that become important for the future perpetuation of the ~ about the distributions of theseganisms in the park, as well as
species.The velvet leaf blueberry is thought to have a very smaltheir abundance and ecological roles. From this foundation, the
population in the park, and park biologists will now take a closerNational Park Service then builds its research, monitoring,
look at its status. Factors that may impact the ggufulation in resource conservation, and education programs.
the Smokies include air quality and competition from exotic plants Friends of the Smokies has supported this project from its
To date, researchers, students, and volunteers have discovebgginning and is providing another $59,500 in 2006 to keep the
612 species new to science and an additional 4,467 species ne@n@kies@TBI going strong.

Parthes Celebt@a Ne/Trail Exhibits Near Ghilee

OnApril 215, more than 150 ¢ place names, tribal customs, and
people joined together to dedicak much more.The celebration
and celebrate the new wayside included a special Cherokee ritual
exhibits now featured along the of blessing the trail, an exchange

eOLIBWNY 8)1 J8A0DSIF ‘Yo0|[NDIRIN JaU1eaH
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Oconaluftee RiveTrail. This of gifts, and a performance by the
unique series of exhibits highlight CherokeanNarrior Dancers.
Cherokee history and tradition Major financial support for the
through local Cherokee artwork exhibits was provided by the

and traditional Cherokee stories. Cherokee Preservation Foundation
The panels feature stories told in and the Ford Foundation.

both the English and Cherokee Supporters of thApril 21t
languages, along with detailed celebration included th&merican
pictures depicting legacies of the Park Network and Naturgalley,
Cherokee. Collectivelythese the Cherokee Preservation
interpretive exhibits create a Foundation, Great Smoky
physical and symbolic bridge MountainsAssociation, HarrasO

between two cultures, linking the The_ CherokeWa_rrior Dancers enter_ta_ined and educated the attendees att .

M in E M gh April 215 dedication of the new exhibits along the Oconaluftee Rivai. I%'ehemkee Casino and Hotel, Mrs.
ountain arm useum at the  tpe 4l and exhibits now provide both physical and cultural connections  SusanBeth Purifico, Oconaluftee

OconalufteeVisitor Center and thebetween the park and the tribal lands. Island Park Committee, and the

Cherokee Indian Reservation. Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.

Two of the exhibit panels prov.ide orie.n'_[atio.n in_formatiqn at ead?:riends of the Smokies thanks all of its donors and supporters for
end of the trail and the other five exhibits highlight various making this event such a great success

Cherokee stories about the history of the area, explanations of



A N& Kind oRoadsidAssistance

Admiring the scenery Joe and Patricia Gregory
and all the beauty the drive hundreds of miles
: each week a¥olunteer
Great Smoky Mountains Visitor Assistants, helping
have to dfer, you foigot stranded motkorists,
assisting park rangers
to check the gas gauge. Wwith traffic flow at
Whoops! It finally hap accident scenes, picking
pened to you P you just up litter, and providing

information to park

ran out of 933 and there visitors. In 2005Toyota
are no stations for 20 Motor Sales US/Arovided
miles. You find yourself two Prius hybrid vehicles

. . to support thé/olunteer
stranded in the middle of Vel ACEEITEE
nowhere, hopeless. Jus Program.

when you thought your
luck ran dryyou see a
stranger pull up beside
you. Two friendly people
step out of the car and
offer to help. To your
amazement, these
strangers are fully equipped and ready for almost any roadside  Joe and Patricia Gregory saw an article about the program in
emepgency After receiving enough gas to get you to the next an R/ magazine and signed up for the 2006 season. \DIAR
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service station, you are back on the road and ready to go. has been a great experience,O said Joe. h&W met a lot of

Such is the daily work of several OGood SamaritansO who drgeresting people, and we have been able to lend a helping hand
part of the Smokies@lunteerVisitor Assistance Program to lots of people throughout the pa/e enjoy doing it and the
(VVAP). In 2005, the second year of the program, these Smokies is a wonderful place to bée love it!O Returning to

volunteers reached more than 3,000 visitors, including 183 their R/ at the end of a busy dayey are sometimes rewarded
roadside emeencies. These volunteers also pick up litter at parkwith sightings of bear and elk.
overlooks and provide general park information to visitors, and  While volunteers provide the crucial labor for this program to
their work frees up park rangers to address the most serious issiexeed, Friends of the Smokies has underwritten the day-to-day
facing park visitors and park resources. expenses of the program, including a $4,000 contribution in

Gale and Evelyiilliams logged hundreds of hours ¥AP  2006. While proceeds from the Smokies specialty license plate
volunteers last yearOAs opposed to other National Park prograrpgograms have covered these cotgjota Motor Sales USA
my husband and | have worked with throughout the cotsgaid provided a tremendous boost to the program in 2005 with the
Evelyn, Oth&olunteerVisitor Assistance Program in the Great donation of two Prius gas-electric hybrid vehiclesoy@ta also
Smoky Mountains National Park allowed us to really communi provided two Prius hybrids to support the SmokRs®s as
cate with and come in contact with the pubNde always felt Classrooms program.)
welcomed and appreciated by both the rangers and park visitors. OV¢ are so thankful tBoyota, our specialty plate supporters,
The most memorable and rewarding part of the entire experien@nd these outstanding volunteers for making this program such a
was the positive attitude of the public and the genuine, down-tosuccess,O said Jim Hart, President of Friends of the Smokies. Olt(
earth personalities of everyone involvédle hope this much this kind of hospitality and assistance that helps make the Smokies
needed program will continue to impact the lives of both volun such a special place for so many visitors each@ear
teers and visitors of Great Smoky Mountains National Park in
years to come.O

River Day, Saturday, September23

Join Keep SevierBeautiful and National Park Service volunteers fora river cleanup along Othe spurQO between Gatlinburg
and Pigeon Forge. Meet at the GatlinburgVelcome Centeron the spur Registration is at 9:00 a.m., and the event will go
until 12 noon. Trash bags, gloves, and safety vests will bequided. Folks should dess in old clothes, dgss in layers, and
wear sturdy shoes. Fomore information, call Volunteers-in-Parks Coordinator Babette Collavo at (865) 436-1265.

Sha®pnage



Local Inns \ite Guests to Help the Smc

Through a new OAdd a BuckO programaf our guests thank us for sponsoring this Forge; Clarion Inn and Eight Gables Inn in

area inns, lodges, and hotels arerirfig program. They have a real appreciation forGatlinbug; and Grace Hill Bed &
their guests the opportunity to give back tahe park and welcome an opportunity to  Breakfast inTownsend.
the country®©most visited national park.  help out.O0 Lee Mellor hopes even more places
Guests simply add a dollar or two (or Susan and Linday Stitch, regular guestsvill sign on. OIf a small place like
twenty or even one hundred) onto their  at the Buckhorn Inn, give faithfully to the Buckhorn can garner contributions of
bill at the end of their visit, and the Smokies. OOver the thirty years we have almost $4,000 each yegust imagine what
participating inns send the donations on tovisited the Smokies, we have watched it could happen when more and bigger
Friends of the Smokies. undego many changes, and we are places started participating.O

At the Buckhorn Inn in Gatlinbgy interested in supporting any program that  To find out more about implementing
Tennessee, innkeeper Lee Mellor said, wants to preserve and protect these an OAdd a BuckO program at your
OThe program has been a big success witlvonderful mountains.O business, call Friends of the Smokies at

our guestsWeOve collected almost $8,000 Other participating inns include Berry (865) 932-4794.
since we started the program in 2004 Springs Lodge in Sevierville; Blue
without a single complaint. In fact, many Mountain Mist Country Inn in Pigeon

Leadeship Gifts

Friends of the Smokies would like to recognize the following donors for their recent and very generous contributions
received between February 21, 2006 and July 5, 2006:
Tennessee License Plate Supgers, $247,048 (two quarterly payments)
North Carolina License Plate Suppaters, $53,160 (quarterly payment)

Cornerstone Foundation Knoxville, TN, $15,000 for Parks as Classrooms, $15,000femont, and $7,500 for
general support

Crown Park Resot, Gatlinbug, TN, $37,200 for general support

The Margaret B. Montgomely Trust, Knoxville, TN, $30,016 for general support

Mr. and Mrs. JamesA. Haslam, II, Knoxville, TN, $20,000 for general support
Clayton Family Foundation, Maryville, TN, $20,000 for general support

Mr. and Mrs. Tutt S. Bradford, Maryville, TN, $5,000 for general support

The Theresa Brichetto Estate Maryville, TN, $5,000 for the tree and wildflower identification project
National Park Foundation, Washington, DC, $5,000 for park projects
Tennesse&alley Authority , Knoxville, TN, $5,000 for Nationalrails Day

Tanger Properties, Sevierville,TN, $5,000 for the 18Annual Run for the Park

Ms. MaureenWilder, FortWayne, IN, $4,000 for Derrick Knob shelter improvements
Tennessedrophy Club, Dandridge;,TN, $3,850 for Cades Cove projects

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Currey, Jr., Atlanta, GA, $3,500 for general support

K K K K K K K K K K K K K

Lucille S. Thompson Family Foundation Knoxville, TN, $2,500 for general support

While space does not allow us to recognize every donor and every contribution, Friends of the Smokies sincerely appreci
ates every gift.




Frendsor 1, — 12t Annual Friends Across
GREAT SMOKY - (@) = US rostge the Mountains Telethon,
NATIONAL PARK 7 | PAID 7:00 b 8:00 p.m.,
: fomit No272 Thursday, August 10
= \ g
Post Office Bd650 5
SeiervilleTennessee g
37864-5650 Et
ADDRESSER/ICEREQUESTED
Please join us for our annual telethon
broadcast oWVBIR Channel 10 in
Auailalie inTN ayour local Knoxville andWLOS Channel 13 in
gﬂﬁg%gs'eg)ggigmgé@ Asheville to help raise tens of thousands
plae Be ges torfends of dollars for Friends of Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. In addition to
lots of donors, we need more than fifty
volunteers to answer phones and take
pledges at theVBIR studios during the
Aailatie in NCtaour local night of the telecast. For more
g%%nzgeglg%eﬂgé%&&ge information, please call Holly Burcham
goes torfends at the Friends of the Smokiedioé in
Tennessee at (865) 932-4794.

Celebiting Impmements #uchase Knob

On May 11th, 2006, almost 150 people joined together atop scenic Purch
Knob to celebrate the dedication of the newly renovAfgzhlachian Highlands
Science Learning CenteNational Park Service fifials and stdf representatives
from several educational establishments, park partners, and special guests
tour of the newly renovated centeeard guest speakers, and enjoyed a catere
lunch and fellowship with lots of friends.

The changes to the facility included converting the bedrooms into dormito
style space for up to eight researchers, updating the kitchen, improving
handicapped accessibilitgnd creating a small conference room for teacher
workshops and other programé/hile federal funding provided a good portion
of the construction funds, Friends of the Smokies added $50,000 and the Gr
Smoky Mountaing\ssociation contributed more than $100,000.

Among the special guests at the Mdyelvent was Kathryn McNeil, who, alo
with the lateVoit Gilmore, donated the 530-acre Purchase Knob property to th
park. This past year she alsp provided a substantial contribution to help fu.rni Ty Gilmore (left), widow of the laioit Gilmore, and
the renovated house. OSeeing so many young people transformed by their Kathryn McNeil (right) cut the ceremonial ribbon at the
involvement in the research and education activities is exciting, and we are piéudLi" re-opening of théppalachian Highlands Science
of what the park has brought (o our propetgaid MNei. S e e, e

Each yeartheAppalachian Highlands Science Learning Center serves thousangisrty in order to establish the learning center
of students, teachers, researchers, and scienfistslearning center provides
access to one of the pask@ost unique ecosystems for teacher enrichment programs, summer internships, outdoor classroom use,
and scientific research. OThe nearby old growth forest, wetlands, and geology are not found anywhere else in the park, providin
exceptional biodiversity for conducting science research activities,O added Keith Langdon, sHeygara®y and Monitoring
Program Specialist.

OThe location of the center provides a great catalyst for research and education,O said Park Superintendent Dale Ditmanson.
OLearners of all ages are finding a place of outstanding scenic beauty and intellectual challenge, where they are involved in rese
that will have a real bearing on the future health of the Smokies.O

Sha®pnage

107 pleuos



