
The 9th Annual Picnic in Pittman for the
Park yielded more than $95,000 for Friends
of the Smokies, including $15,000 to estab-
lish a new fund to support the parkÕs Rocky
Top Volunteer Trail Crew.

The dinner, silent auction, and live auc-
tion on June 23rd were hosted by Jim Ogle
and co-hosted by Phillip and Vicky Fulmer.
University of Tennessee basketball coach
Bruce Pearl also attended, along with sev-
eral assistant football coaches.  Despite
heavy rain, thunder, lightning, hail, and a
prolonged power outage, the event raised
more money than ever before.

The new fund for the Rocky Top
Volunteer Trail Crew will provide annual
support for a seasonal group that spends
each fall repairing and improving the
SmokiesÕ72-mile section of the Appalachian
Trail Ð the true Òrocky topÓ of Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.  Only the crew

chief and assistant crew chief are paid.  The
bulk of the work is accomplished by volun-
teers Ð from as far away as England, Sweden,
and Japan, and as close as East Tennessee.

ÒWith so many UTcoaches and fans in
attendance at this event each year, the Rocky
Top Volunteer Trail Crew seemed like a 
perfect match,Ó said Jim Hart, President of
Friends of the Smokies.  ÒWe hope to grow
this fund every year until we can underwrite
the entire program in perpetuity, and we are
very grateful to everyone involved for their
overwhelming generosity.Ó

Proceeds from this yearÕs Picnic in
Pittman will also help support hemlock 
protection in the Greenbrier portion of the
park and add to the Landon Caldwell
Scholarship Fund at the Great Smoky
Mountains Institute at Tremont.  The 
remaining funds will support other projects
yet to be determined.  

Additional donations to the Rocky Top
Volunteer Trail Crew Fund may be sent to
ÒFriends of the Smokies,Ó PO Box 5650,
Sevierville, TN 37864-5650.

(sha-CON-a-gee)

the place of blue smoke, the Cherokee name for the Great Smoky Mountains
© Don McGowan

t he  News le t t e r  o f  F r i ends  o f  G rea t  Smoky  Moun ta ins  Na t i ona l  Pa rk   Vo l  11 .  No  2  |   Summer  2006

Smokies Fundraiser Launches New Rocky Top Trail Fund

Smokies Projects Earn National Awards

University of Tennessee football coach Phillip Fulmer 
autographed a souvenir football for Will Keener during the
2006 Picnic in Pittman for the Park.  The event raised more
than $95,000 for a variety of park projects.

Two projects supported by Friends of the
Smokies recently received national awards
from the Association of Partners for Public
Lands (APPL).  The SmokiesÕSave the
Hemlocks Campaign received both the top
Partnership Award and the overall Excellence
Award from APPL.  For five years now,
Friends of the Smokies has been working
with a variety of government agencies, uni-
versities, and non-profit organizations to con-
trol the deadly hemlock woolly adelgid (ah-
DEL-jid).  Friends of the Smokies has raised
hundreds of thousands of dollars to fund on-
the-ground hemlock protection and also to
establish the Lindsay Young Beneficial
Insects Laboratory at the University of
Tennessee, where researchers are raising tens
of thousands of predator beetles each year to
eat the destructive adelgids.

In the category of ÒEducation Program or
Project,Ó the SmokiesÕParks as Classrooms
program also took top honors.  Friends of the

Smokies provides around $100,000 each year
for Parks as Classrooms so that thousands of
local schoolchildren can learn about the
tremendous natural and cultural resources of
the Great Smoky Mountains.  The program
has now served more than 100,000 students.

ÒThese awards are the result of excellent
teamwork,Ó said Jim Hart, President of
Friends of the Smokies. ÒPark employees,
other park partners like the
Great Smoky Mountains
Association, and our donors
all play very important 
roles in the success of these
programs.Ó  

In 2006, Friends of the
Smokies will provide another
$186,000 to help protect the
parkÕs hemlock forests and
$110,000 for the Parks as
Classrooms program.

Both the Save the Hemlocks campaign and
the Parks as Classrooms program were
honored with 2006 Media and Partnership
Awards by the Association of Partners for
Public Lands. These annual awards recog-
nize excellence in empowering partner-
ships and fostering public understanding,
appreciation, and stewardship of AmericaÕs
natural and cultural heritage.
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ÒWe make a living by what we
get; we make a life by what we
give.Ó  These thoughtful words have
often been attributed to the late
Winston Churchill, though The
Churchill Centre of Washington, DC,
believes that the former British Prime
Minister does not deserve the credit.
They do confirm, however, that
Churchill shared a similar sentiment
in 1908: ÒWhat is the use of living,
if it be not to strive for noble causes
and to make this muddled world a
better place for those who will live in it after we are gone?Ó

Nearly a century later, two of the worldÕs richest men have
recently made very bold commitments Òto strive for noble causes.Ó
Bill Gates will reduce his commitments at Microsoft in order to
spend more time managing The Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, which he has already built to more than $30 billion
in assets.  Meanwhile, Warren Buffett has launched a multi-year
effort to give away more than $37 billion of his fortune to the
Gates Foundation and four family-related foundations.

Generosity at this level brings philanthropy front and center
in the daily news and makes many people re-think their own 
giving.  Of course, few of us can give away billions Ð or even
millions, but that is hardly the point.  Instead, I think it comes
back to what Churchill suggested, that we must each find worthy
causes and do our part for future generations.

Fortunately, many thousands of people have selected the
Great Smoky Mountains as a focus for their giving.  They
include special event supporters like Jim and Natalie Haslam,
Jim and Kay Clayton, Jean Ogle, Robin and DeAnn Turner,
Linda Ogle, Dan and Deener Matthews, Earl and Margit
Worsham, Jimmy and Dee Haslam, Jim Ogle, Carol Muszik, and
Phillip and Vicky Fulmer.  They include the Cornerstone
Foundation and the National Park Foundation.  They include
Crown Park Resort, Pilot Travel Centers, Denark Construction,
Tanger Properties, and many other businesses.  They also include
thousands of great volunteers like Allan and Diane Goss, Ellie
Burbank, and Tom Wainner.

I must also mention eleven-year-old Devin Parrett of Franklin,
Ohio.  After learning about the hemlock woolly adelgid during a
recent family trip to the Smokies, he set out to do his part Ð and
more Ð to help save the hemlocks.  He did chores around the
house and found people to sponsor him for picking up litter.  He
convinced his family to skip going to the movies and put the
money saved toward the hemlocks.  He turned in nine pounds of
recycled cans for cash and even emptied out Òthe cuss jar.Ó  All in
all, he raised $240.40 for the hemlocks.  Outstanding!

We are thankful that we have so many supporters that it is not
possible to list each of you here.  As you read this newsletter,
though, you will see clear evidence of how you really are making
the world a better place.  Thank you for choosing the Smokies as
one of your Ònoble causes.Ó

Many of us who work in an
office all week look forward to
spending a few hours on the week-
end hiking into the wilderness of the
Smokies to Òget away from it all.Ó
For Mark Tinkham that situation is
turned upside down.  Mark is one of
the three Appalachian Trail (AT)
ridge runners who will work in the
Smokies this year.  Every Thursday
morning he is dropped off at one of
the access points to the AT and over
the next five days heÕll hike about

half of the 71 miles of the AT that run through the Smokies.
Along the way, he will pause often to clean a clogged water bar,
remove a downed tree, or service one of the composting privies
located at one of the shelters or backcountry campsites. 

Equipped with a portable radio, he is the Òeyes and ears Ð and
the voiceÓof the park.  He stops to talk with visitors throughout
the day and each evening at the shelters, as he provides informa-
tion, educates them about permit and food storage regulations,
and teaches them about ÒLeave No TraceÓ camping practices.  
In addition, he is often the first on the scene of an injured or sick
visitor and will provide rangers with the information needed to
respond to each emergency. 

For his week of work in the wilderness he receives a small
stipend and is provided with a park apartment where he can enjoy
a hot shower and a soft bed on his days off.  Ridge runners at the
Smokies have become a fixture over the 17 years of the program.
Since 1996, their service has been funded entirely by Friends of
the Smokies and the Great Smoky Mountains Association.  The
presence of the ridge runners has made an enormous difference in
the condition of the trail, the cleanliness of the shelters, and the
compliance of visitors with park regulations.

During that same period, thanks largely to the Richard
Haiman National Park Foundation, Friends of the Smokies has
supported renovations to seven of the parkÕs shelters on the AT.
They have been upgraded from dark, cramped, three-sided stone
boxes into brighter, more spacious, and welcoming places,
through the addition of skylights, covered porches, and cooking
areas separated from the sleeping areas.  The trail itself has been
improved as the Friends have funded annual projects by the
Appalachian Trail ConservancyÕs Rocky Top Volunteer Trail
Crew.  This crew uses paid leaders who oversee volunteers to
complete such major projects as re-routing trail segments and
installing stairs and water control structures.

Next time you have the chance to take that weekend hike,
please do not take for granted the conditions along the AT and
other park trails.  You can thank the ridge runners, the Rocky
Top Volunteer Trail Crew, and hundreds of park volunteers for
their hard work on improving your backcountry experience.  And
we can all thank Friends of the Smokies for providing the sup-
port needed to make all these efforts successful.
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Among the oldest and
most unique historic 
structures in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park
is the Elijah Oliver cabin.
Located in Cades Cove,
the cabin dates back to the
mid-19th century and 
provides a window back
in time to early mountain
traditions and customs.
Unfortunately, erosion and
other natural forces have
posed a threat to the 
stability of the Elijah
Oliver cabin.  With support from Friends of the Smokies, park employees have been
working to correct the situation.  Maintenance crews have replaced soil and vegetation
and installed a new drainage system to reduce future erosion.  Funding for this work was
made possible through $5,000 in annual earnings from an endowment fund established
several years ago by Aurora Foods, Log Cabin Syrup, Friends of the Smokies, and the
National Park Foundation.  To allow the Elijah Oliver site to recover fully, the park has
temporarily closed both the trail and the cabin until this fall.  In the meantime, many
other historic sites in Cades Cove and throughout the park are still open to the public.

Tennessee/Main Office
Jim Hart, President

Holly Burcham, Marketing Manager

Kerri Considine, Office/Special Projects Assistant

Lauren Gass, Special Projects Coordinator

Nan Jones, Assistant Director ofOperations

Post Office Box 5650
Sevierville,TN 37864-5650
Phone:  (865) 932-4794 or 

(800) 845-5665
Fax:  (865) 933-7607
E-mail:  fotsmail@bellsouth.net

North Carolina Office
George Ivey, Director ofDevelopment
Elaine Stewart, Membership and Office Assistant

160 South Main Street
Waynesville, NC 28786
Phone:  (828) 452-0720
Fax:  (828) 452-0767
E-mail: grtsmoky@bellsouth.net

Website: 
www.friendsofthesmokies.org

Staff& Office
Information

Board ofDirectors
Gary R. Wade ¥ Sevierville,TN

Chair
Stephen W. Woody¥ Asheville,NC

Vice Chair
John B. Waters ¥ Sevierville,TN

Secretary
John B. Dickson¥ Asheville,NC

Treasurer

Board Members
Fred Alexander¥ Franklin,NC
Bill Baxter¥ Knoxville,TN
Mimi Cecil¥ Asheville,NC
Myron Coulter¥Waynesville,NC
Vicky Fulmer¥ Maryville,TN
Natalie Haslam¥ Knoxville,TN
Mary Johnson¥ Shady Valley,TN
Deener Matthews¥ Waynesville,NC
Linda Ogle¥ Pigeon Forge,TN
Hal Roberts¥ Waynesville,NC and Lakeland,FL
Mark K. Williams¥ Knoxville,TN

Emeritus Board Members
Kathryn McNeil¥ San Francisco,CA
Wilma Dykeman Stokely¥ Asheville,NC
Judy Morton¥ Knoxville,TN
David White¥ Sevierville,TN

Honorary Board Members
Sandy Beall ¥ Maryville,TN
Jack Williams¥ Knoxville,TN

©
 D

on M
cG

ow
an

Elijah Oliver Homesite 
on the Mend

Effective July 12,
2006, Friends of the
Smokies has relocated its
Tennessee office to a new
facility in Kodak,
Tennessee.  Just as our
membership base is 
continually expanding, so
are our responsibilities
and our staff.  The new
location will more 
adequately house our
Tennessee employees so
they can more efficiently
support Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.
The new office is located
on Highway 66 near Exit
407 off Interstate 40.  The building also includes the Sevierville Chamber of Commerce
and one of the merchandise stores operated by our non-profit park partner, the Great
Smoky Mountains Association.  Financing for the new office space was provided by the
City of Sevierville through a municipal bond offering.  

Our primary mailing address will stay the same for now, but please note that the office
phone number has changed to (865) 932-4794.  If you are in the area, please stop by and
say hello!

Tennessee Friends Office
Moves to New Location
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The Tennessee Office of Friends of the Smokies has relocated to the 2nd floor
of this expanded building, which also houses the Sevierville Chamber of
Commerce and a bookstore for the Great Smoky Mountains Association.



Recycling Gets a Boost in the Smokies
Thanks to a new recycling trailer, Great Smoky Mountains

National Park is closer to its goal of diverting half of all its
waste from local landfills.

Park visitors, volunteers, and employees can all make use of
the new recycling trailer, which is located behind the
Oconaluftee Ranger Station and very close to the Oconaluftee
Visitor Center.  The recycling trailer has separate bins for glass,
paper, cardboard, aluminum, and plastic.

Funding for the project was made possible in part by an
$8,000 grant from the North Carolina Division of Pollution
Prevention and Environmental Assistance, Department of
Environment and Natural Resources.  Additional funding was
provided by the Swain County Community Foundation and 
proceeds from the Friends of the Smokies specialty license plate
program in North Carolina.

Great Smoky Mountains National Park currently diverts forty-
two percent of its waste from landfills.  ÒOur goal is to increase
our waste diversion to fifty percent by 2010,Ó said Dale
Ditmanson, Superintendent of Great Smoky Mountains National
Park.  ÒWe sincerely appreciate all the people who are helping us
achieve this goal.Ó

Project funds are also supporting promotional flyers 
announcing the new recycling trailer, as well as bags for recyclable

materials that will be given to prospective Junior Rangers.  To
qualify as a Junior Ranger, children ages five through twelve must
each attend a ranger-led program and complete several activities,
including litter pickup.  ÒThe recycling bags will help our Junior
Rangers learn about and practice resource conservation, while also
promoting use of the new recycling trailer by park visitors,Ó said
Ditmanson.  ÒItÕs truly a win-win solution.Ó

4
the  News le t te r  o f  F r iends  o f  Great  Smoky Mounta ins  Nat iona l  Park   Vo l  11 .  No 2      |   

Looking for Peregrines
Although recovering, peregrine falcons (Falco peregrinus) are still

considered vulnerable in Tennessee and critically imperiled in North
Carolina.  These birds take refuge in the vast protected lands in Great
Smoky Mountains National Park and along the Blue Ridge Parkway to
live, feed, and reproduce.  Wildlife biologists in Great Smoky Mountains
National Park monitor peregrine falcon aeries in the Smokies in order to
expand their knowledge of the birdsÕhabitat, predator-prey relationships,
mating habits, and survival strategies.  This information has become
instrumental to their efforts to support the survival of peregrine falcons
and other avian species.

Thanks to grants from the Tennessee Ornithological Society and the
Henry B. Kreuzman Family Foundation, Friends of the Smokies helped
fund a new round of studies of the regionÕs peregrine falcons.  With this
support, park biologists were able to monitor three falcon aeries in the
Smokies.  At the first two sites, falcon nesting and activity had been
reported in the past.  Unfortunately, the first site was not occupied this
year.  At the second site, eggs were found, but no young, thus resulting

in a failed nest.  At the third site, there was no history of peregrine falcons, but this year they were present.  However, there was no sign
of nesting.  Although the lack of successful nesting in the park is of some concern, it is not uncommon for peregrines to simply have an
off year.  Wildlife biologists will need to do more studies to determine the reasons for this outcome.

Meanwhile, peregrine falcons successfully raised young at DevilÕs Courthouse on the Blue Ridge Parkway and in Chattanooga,
Tennessee.  One fledgling was reported at DevilÕs Courthouse and three in Chattanooga.  These results provide more encouraging news
that the southern peregrine falcon populations will once again thrive in the Smokies.
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Smokies Biodiversity Project Reaches Major Milestone
A new plant record for Great Smoky Mountains National Park

marks the 5,000th discovery for the All Taxa Biodiversity
Inventory (ATBI) that has been counting and documenting all life
forms in Great Smoky Mountains National Park since 1998.  The
velvet leaf blueberry (Vaccinium myrtilloides) was identified on
May 20, 2006, during an ATBI Field Day based at the parkÕs
Appalachian Highlands Science Learning Center at Purchase
Knob in North Carolina.  The field day was organized by Discover
Life in America, a non-profit park partner that is coordinating the
ATBI.  The thigh-high shrub is mostly a northern speciesÑbeing
found in sunny sites from the Atlantic to the Pacific in Canada.  Its
southern-most known location was western VirginiaÑuntil the
Field Day.  As it turns out, this shrub was encountered in the park
a few years ago, but its identification has eluded botanists until it
was found blooming during the ATBI event. 

Plants and animals that have populations at the edge of their
range, like this blueberry, are of special interest.  Often they are
genetically different than the rest of their species since they have
probably been isolated from other populations of their species for
thousands of years, and survival through time here has been dictated
by environmental factors different from, say, central Canada.
Sometimes these peripheral populations have developed genetic
traits that become important for the future perpetuation of the
species.  The velvet leaf blueberry is thought to have a very small
population in the park, and park biologists will now take a closer
look at its status.  Factors that may impact the plantÕs population in
the Smokies include air quality and competition from exotic plants. 

To date, researchers, students, and volunteers have discovered
612 species new to science and an additional 4,467 species new to

the park.  These finds are really just the first step in this ambitious
project, which aims to document all life forms in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.  The ATBI will also provide understanding
about the distributions of these organisms in the park, as well as
their abundance and ecological roles.  From this foundation, the
National Park Service then builds its research, monitoring,
resource conservation, and education programs.  

Friends of the Smokies has supported this project from its
beginning and is providing another $59,500 in 2006 to keep the
SmokiesÕATBI going strong.  

Velvet leaf blueberry (Vaccinium myrtilloides) was the 5,000th species identified
through the ongoing inventory of the biological diversity of the Smokies.  

On April 21st, more than 150
people joined together to dedicate
and celebrate the new wayside
exhibits now featured along the
Oconaluftee River Trail.  This
unique series of exhibits highlights
Cherokee history and tradition
through local Cherokee artwork
and traditional Cherokee stories.
The panels feature stories told in
both the English and Cherokee
languages, along with detailed 
pictures depicting legacies of the
Cherokee.  Collectively, these
interpretive exhibits create a 
physical and symbolic bridge
between two cultures, linking the
Mountain Farm Museum at the
Oconaluftee Visitor Center and the
Cherokee Indian Reservation.
Two of the exhibit panels provide orientation information at each
end of the trail and the other five exhibits highlight various
Cherokee stories about the history of the area, explanations of

place names, tribal customs, and
much more.  The celebration
included a special Cherokee ritual
of blessing the trail, an exchange
of gifts, and a performance by the
Cherokee Warrior Dancers.

Major financial support for the
exhibits was provided by the
Cherokee Preservation Foundation
and the Ford Foundation.
Supporters of the April 21st

celebration included the American
Park Network and Nature Valley,
the Cherokee Preservation
Foundation, Great Smoky
Mountains Association, HarrahÕs
Cherokee Casino and Hotel, Mrs.
SusanBeth Purifico, Oconaluftee
Island Park Committee, and the
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.

Friends of the Smokies thanks all of its donors and supporters for
making this event such a great success.

Partners Celebrate New Trail Exhibits Near Cherokee

The Cherokee Warrior Dancers entertained and educated the attendees at the
April 21st dedication of the new exhibits along the Oconaluftee River Trail.
The trail and exhibits now provide both physical and cultural connections
between the park and the tribal lands.
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Admiring the scenery
and all the beauty the
Great Smoky Mountains
have to offer, you forgot
to check the gas gauge.
Whoops!  It finally hap-
pened to you Ð you just
ran out of gas and there
are no stations for 20
miles.  You find yourself
stranded in the middle of
nowhere, hopeless.  Just
when you thought your
luck ran dry, you see a
stranger pull up beside
you.  Two friendly people
step out of the car and
offer to help.  To your
amazement, these
strangers are fully equipped and ready for almost any roadside
emergency.  After receiving enough gas to get you to the next
service station, you are back on the road and ready to go.  

Such is the daily work of several ÒGood SamaritansÓ who are
part of the SmokiesÕVolunteer Visitor Assistance Program
(VVAP).  In 2005, the second year of the program, these 
volunteers reached more than 3,000 visitors, including 183 
roadside emergencies.  These volunteers also pick up litter at park
overlooks and provide general park information to visitors, and
their work frees up park rangers to address the most serious issues
facing park visitors and park resources.  

Gale and Evelyn Williams logged hundreds of hours as VVAP
volunteers last year.  ÒAs opposed to other National Park programs
my husband and I have worked with throughout the country,Ó said
Evelyn, Òthe Volunteer Visitor Assistance Program in the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park allowed us to really communi-
cate with and come in contact with the public.  We always felt
welcomed and appreciated by both the rangers and park visitors.
The most memorable and rewarding part of the entire experience
was the positive attitude of the public and the genuine, down-to-
earth personalities of everyone involved.  We hope this much
needed program will continue to impact the lives of both volun-
teers and visitors of Great Smoky Mountains National Park in
years to come.Ó

Joe and Patricia Gregory saw an article about the program in
an RV magazine and signed up for the 2006 season.  ÒThe VVAP
has been a great experience,Ó said Joe.  ÒWe have met a lot of
interesting people, and we have been able to lend a helping hand
to lots of people throughout the park.  We enjoy doing it and the
Smokies is a wonderful place to be.  We love it!Ó  Returning to
their RV at the end of a busy day, they are sometimes rewarded
with sightings of bear and elk.

While volunteers provide the crucial labor for this program to
succeed, Friends of the Smokies has underwritten the day-to-day
expenses of the program, including a $4,000 contribution in
2006.  While proceeds from the Smokies specialty license plate
programs have covered these costs, Toyota Motor Sales USA
provided a tremendous boost to the program in 2005 with the
donation of two Prius gas-electric hybrid vehicles.  (Toyota also
provided two Prius hybrids to support the SmokiesÕParks as
Classrooms program.)  

ÒWe are so thankful to Toyota, our specialty plate supporters,
and these outstanding volunteers for making this program such a
success,Ó said Jim Hart, President of Friends of the Smokies.  ÒItÕs
this kind of hospitality and assistance that helps make the Smokies
such a special place for so many visitors each year.Ó

A New Kind ofRoadside Assistance
Joe and Patricia Gregory
drive hundreds of miles
each week as Volunteer
Visitor Assistants, helping
stranded motorists, 
assisting park rangers 
with traffic flow at 
accident scenes, picking 
up litter, and providing
information to park 
visitors.  In 2005, Toyota
Motor Sales USAprovided
two Prius hybrid vehicles
to support the Volunteer
Visitor Assistance
Program.
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River Day, Saturday, September23
Join Keep SevierBeautiful and National Park Service volunteers fora river cleanup along Òthe spurÓ between Gatlinburg
and Pigeon Forge.  Meet at the Gatlinburg Welcome Centeron the spur.  Registration is at 9:00 a.m., and the event will go
until 12 noon.  Trash bags, gloves, and safety vests will be provided.  Folks should dress in old clothes, dress in layers, and
wear sturdy shoes.  Formore information, call Volunteers-in-Parks Coordinator Babette Collavo at (865) 436-1265.
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Friends of the Smokies would like to recognize the following donors for their recent and very generous contributions received
between February 21, 2006 and July 5, 2006:

Friends of the Smokies would like to recognize the following donors for their recent and very generous contributions
received between February 21, 2006 and July 5, 2006: 

¥ Tennessee License Plate Supporters, $247,048 (two quarterly payments)

¥ North Carolina License Plate Supporters, $53,160 (quarterly payment)

¥ Cornerstone Foundation, Knoxville, TN, $15,000 for Parks as Classrooms, $15,000 for Tremont, and $7,500 for 
general support

¥ Crown Park Resort, Gatlinburg, TN, $37,200 for general support

¥ The Margaret B. Montgomery Trust, Knoxville, TN, $30,016 for general support

¥ Mr . and Mrs. James A. Haslam, II, Knoxville, TN, $20,000 for general support

¥ Clayton Family Foundation, Maryville, TN, $20,000 for general support

¥ Mr . and Mrs. Tutt S. Bradford, Maryville, TN, $5,000 for general support

¥ The Theresa Brichetto Estate, Maryville, TN, $5,000 for the tree and wildflower identification project

¥ National Park Foundation, Washington, DC, $5,000 for park projects

¥ Tennessee Valley Authority , Knoxville, TN, $5,000 for National Trails Day

¥ Tanger Properties, Sevierville, TN, $5,000 for the 13th Annual Run for the Park

¥ Ms. Maureen Wilder , Fort Wayne, IN, $4,000 for Derrick Knob shelter improvements

¥ Tennessee Tr ophy Club, Dandridge, TN, $3,850 for Cades Cove projects

¥ Mr . and Mrs. Bradley Currey, Jr., Atlanta, GA, $3,500 for general support

¥ Lucille S. Thompson Family Foundation, Knoxville, TN, $2,500 for general support

While space does not allow us to recognize every donor and every contribution, Friends of the Smokies sincerely appreci-
ates every gift.

Leadership Gifts

Through a new ÒAdd a BuckÓ program,
area inns, lodges, and hotels are offering
their guests the opportunity to give back to
the countryÕs most visited national park.
Guests simply add a dollar or two (or
twenty or even one hundred) onto their 
bill at the end of their visit, and the 
participating inns send the donations on to
Friends of the Smokies.  

At the Buckhorn Inn in Gatlinburg,
Tennessee, innkeeper Lee Mellor said,
ÒThe program has been a big success with
our guests.  WeÕve collected almost $8,000
since we started the program in 2004 
without a single complaint.  In fact, many

of our guests thank us for sponsoring this
program.  They have a real appreciation for
the park and welcome an opportunity to
help out.Ó

Susan and Linday Stitch, regular guests
at the Buckhorn Inn, give faithfully to the
Smokies.  ÒOver the thirty years we have
visited the Smokies, we have watched it
undergo many changes, and we are 
interested in supporting any program that
wants to preserve and protect these 
wonderful mountains.Ó

Other participating inns include Berry
Springs Lodge in Sevierville; Blue
Mountain Mist Country Inn in Pigeon

Forge; Clarion Inn and Eight Gables Inn in
Gatlinburg; and Grace Hill Bed &
Breakfast in Townsend.

Lee Mellor hopes even more places 
will sign on.  ÒIf a small place like
Buckhorn can garner contributions of
almost $4,000 each year, just imagine what
could happen when more and bigger 
places started participating.Ó

To find out more about implementing
an ÒAdd a BuckÓ program at your 
business, call Friends of the Smokies at
(865) 932-4794.   

Local Inns Invite Guests to Help the Smokies
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Celebrating Improvements at Purchase Knob
On May 11th, 2006, almost 150 people joined together atop scenic Purchase

Knob to celebrate the dedication of the newly renovated Appalachian Highlands
Science Learning Center.  National Park Service officials and staff, representatives
from several educational establishments, park partners, and special guests took a
tour of the newly renovated center, heard guest speakers, and enjoyed a catered
lunch and fellowship with lots of friends.  

The changes to the facility included converting the bedrooms into dormitory-
style space for up to eight researchers, updating the kitchen, improving 
handicapped accessibility, and creating a small conference room for teacher
workshops and other programs.  While federal funding provided a good portion
of the construction funds, Friends of the Smokies added $50,000 and the Great
Smoky Mountains Association contributed more than $100,000.  

Among the special guests at the May 11 event was Kathryn McNeil, who, along
with the late Voit Gilmore, donated the 530-acre Purchase Knob property to the
park. This past year she also provided a substantial contribution to help furnish 
the renovated house.  ÒSeeing so many young people transformed by their 
involvement in the research and education activities is exciting, and we are proud 
of what the park has brought to our property,Ó said McNeil.  

Each year, the Appalachian Highlands Science Learning Center serves thousands
of students, teachers, researchers, and scientists.  The learning center provides
access to one of the parkÕs most unique ecosystems for teacher enrichment programs, summer internships, outdoor classroom use,
and scientific research.  ÒThe nearby old growth forest, wetlands, and geology are not found anywhere else in the park, providing 
exceptional biodiversity for conducting science research activities,Ó added Keith Langdon, the parkÕs Inventory and Monitoring
Program Specialist.

ÒThe location of the center provides a great catalyst for research and education,Ó said Park Superintendent Dale Ditmanson.
ÒLearners of all ages are finding a place of outstanding scenic beauty and intellectual challenge, where they are involved in research
that will have a real bearing on the future health of the Smokies.Ó 

Jody Gilmore (left), widow of the late Voit Gilmore, and 
Kathryn McNeil (right) cut the ceremonial ribbon at the 
May 11th re-opening of the Appalachian Highlands Science
Learning Center at Purchase Knob.  Mr. Gilmore and 
Ms. McNeil donated the house and 530-acre Purchase Knob
property in order to establish the learning center.

Leonard Lollis

Please join us for our annual telethon
broadcast on WBIR Channel 10 in
Knoxville and WLOS Channel 13 in
Asheville to help raise tens of thousands
of dollars for Friends of Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.  In addition to
lots of donors, we need more than fifty
volunteers to answer phones and take
pledges at the WBIR studios during the
night of the telecast.  For more 
information, please call Holly Burcham 
at the Friends of the Smokies office in
Tennessee at (865) 932-4794.

12th Annual Friends Across
the Mountains Telethon, 

7:00 Ð 8:00 p.m., 
Thursday, August 10
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