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HOW WE

by Gary Wade

BECAME

As Friends of the Smokies embarks on its 30th year of service, it celebrates
the remarkable achievement of generating more than $87 million for the
benefit of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the crown jewel of Amer-
ica’s national treasures and the most visited. Supporters from all 50 states
contribute each year to preserve, protect, and provide for the park, a privi-
lege | have been part of for the last three decades.

Looking back, the tale of Friends of the Smokies begins for me in the sum-
mer of 1957 when fate introduced me to Tommy Trotter, an exuberant boy
playing badminton at a church camp in Townsend. Over the years, Tommy
and | became inseparable friends, sharing mutual interests, playing sports,
and eventually working together in Sevier County. As an architect, Tommy
founded Trotter and Associates, known for its artistic designs that blend
harmoniously with our mountain environment.

In the early 1990s, Tommy realized that, despite growing up in the
shadows of the Smokies, we had not explored all the trails the park had to
offer. Determined to change that, he challenged me to set aside weekends
for hiking adventures. Armed with a map of marked trails, we embarked on
a journey of discovery, traversing popular routes like the Chimneys, LeConte
Lodge, and Charlies Bunion, as well as lesser-known gems such as Jake's Creek
and Huskey Gap.

These hikes provided the perfect opportunity for us to see the true impact
of recent federal budget cuts that resulted in the loss of millions of dollars of
critically needed funds. Around this same time, Park Superintendent Randy
Pope presented the state of park budget issues to the Tennessee Great
Smoky Mountains Park Commission. One of the members, longtime editor of
the Maryville Daily Times Dean Stone, approached him about establishing a
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support organization. The superintendent had been monitoring the success
of the Yosemite Fund and knew he needed committed community support to
move the idea forward.

After a memorable hike to Mount Cammerer’s fire tower, Tommy and |
learned firsthand just how badly support was needed. We encountered the
historic fire tower in dire need of repair. Inspired by the tower’s potential,
Tommy pledged his architectural services to Superintendent Pope, who,
unfortunately, lacked the necessary federal funds to make the needed
repairs. Undeterred, Tommy enlisted my help in raising the required $35,000
for the restoration. With the support of the Rotary Club of West Knoxville
and other generous donors, we managed to raise the funds needed to
restore the fire tower to its former glory.

On September 3, 1993, an organizational meeting was hosted by Super-
intendent Pope and Bob Miller, bringing together prominent individuals like
Lindsay Young, Barney Coulter, Steve Woody, Natalie Haslam, and others
who shared a passion for preserving the park. Soon after, the Friends of the
Smokies began to take shape, with a dedicated group of supporters rallying
behind the cause.

Through the collective efforts of generous donors, including Lamar Alex-
ander, Ned McWherter, and Phil Bredesen, the Friends secured 156 $1,000 gifts
from charter members. The support continued to grow, and in the spring of
1994, Karen Wade took over as the new superintendent. The first executive
director, Charles Maynard, and park management assistant Bob Miller collab-
orated in lifting the organization from an idea into reality. In 2002, leadership
transitioned to President Jim Hart, who grew the program into the flourishing
organization it is today, bolstered by a talented staff and committed volunteers.



Left: Mount Cammerer fire tower recalls a time when fire watchers manned
remote posts, scanning the horizon for smoke. This iconic structure was built
in 1937 by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). Below: Gary Wade with
Superintendent Cassius Cash at a Friends of the Smokies event.

The history of Great Smoky Mountains National Park itself
stretches back to the 1920s, when visionaries like Anne and Willis
Davis, Colonel David Chapman, and Horace Kephart paved the
way for its creation. John D. Rockefeller Jr. provided a significant
grant that allowed the park to open its gates on June 15, 1934.
Today, Friends of the Smokies and its partners continue their
legacy, ensuring the preservation of this beloved wilderness for
generations to come.

Trail maintenance, scientific research, historic structure preser-
vation, habitat restoration, and environmental education are just
a few of the accomplishments made possible by the Friends and
its dedicated supporters. The iconic Mount Cammerer fire tower
stands as a symbol of the commitment of “we the people” to
cherish and protect these mountains for posterity. | am proud that,
through the Forever Places program, we will once again be able to
make much-needed repairs to this iconic destination.

As Friends of the Smokies celebrates its 30th anniversary, the
organization remains devoted to its mission—embracing the spirit
of those early visionaries who laid the foundation for the park'’s
preservation. With the unwavering support of friends from all
walks of life, Great Smoky Mountains National Park will continue to

thrive as a testament to the enduring love for nature’s wonders.

Gary Wade is founding chair emeritus of Friends of the Smokies. He
is a former chief justice of the Tennessee Supreme Court and dean
emeritus of Lincoln Memorial University’s Duncan School of Law.



GRATITUDE

As we celebrate the 30th anniversary year of Friends of the Smokies, | am
filled with profound gratitude and a sense of awe for the unwavering
support our donors have shown to Great Smoky Mountains National Park
for three decades. It is my privilege and honor to now lead this remarkable
organization into the future, and | am humbled to stand on the shoulders
of the tenacious, undaunted champions who had the vision and foresight to
create this unmatched opportunity for all of us to contribute to the care of
this special place.

Through your generosity and dedication, the Friends of the Smokies has
raised a staggering $87 million to support projects and programs that have
safequarded this American treasure. Your contributions have played a sig-
nificant role in preserving the stories of the people who once lived, worked,
and carved out a life in these mountains, while also protecting the incredible

diversity of life found within the most biodi-
verse national park in our nation.
| extend my heartfelt gratitude to
the visionary leaders of the national
park, from Superintendent Randy
Pope who brought this organiza-
tion into reality, to Superinten-
dent Karen Wade who skillfully
implemented the partnership, to
Superintendent Dale Ditmanson
who spearheaded legacy projects like
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Trails Forever, and finally to our current superintendent, Cassius Cash, who is
leading us into the future with innovative partnership opportunities like For-
ever Places and investing in improvements that help ensure that high-quality
visitor experiences are accessible to all.

| also want to express my deepest appreciation to the founding board
members of Friends of the Smokies, and my predecessors who led this
organization, Charles Maynard, Jim Hart, and Tim Chandler. Your passion
and dedication have inspired countless others to join hands and actively
participate in the stewardship of our beloved park. This ongoing investment
honors the ancestral lands of the Cherokee Indians and the subsequent
sacrifices made by the people of east Tennessee and western North Carolina
in the creation of America’s most-visited national park.

As we look to the future, | am filled with excitement and hope. Together,
we can build ongoing support to ensure that this amazing park continues to
be enjoyed, respected, and preserved for generations to come. | am immensely
proud to be part of this organization, and | am eager to work alongside our
talented staff who make sure your generous donations are used efficiently
to support vital programs, projects, and the incredible National Park Service
employees and volunteers involved each year.

Your steadfast support has truly made you our “Forever Friends.” On
behalf of Friends of the Smokies and Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
| extend my deepest gratitude for your three decades of giving and look
forward to many more.

With sincere appreciation,

Domoc Sveluc

Dana Soehn
Friends of the Smokies President and CEO



Thirty avid supporters share why
they are Friends of the Smokies
on our 30th anniversary

“Great Smoky Mountains
National Park is my national
park. The park needs orga-
nizations like Friends of the
Smokies and other private
funding because our taxes
and government allocations

do not cover all its needs.”

“As a 900 Miler, | have a
strong love for our Smokies,
and | want to do all | can to
help keep the park the won-
derful place it is. It truly is a
place of wonder and of peace.
A place | want to help keep

special for future generations.”

“Although my family has
enjoyed coming to the Smokies
for more than 40 years, | only
discovered the real jewels
of these mountains through
programs offered by Friends.
After experiencing firsthand
many of the major contri-
butions that Friends have
provided for improving and
sustaining the park for years
to come, | wanted to be a part
of those efforts that federal

funding doesn't provide.”




“I am a Friend of the Smokies
because they provide addi-
tional resources to help the

park restore, maintain, and

preserve this place of incred-

ible beauty for both human
visitors and the amazing diver-
sity of wildlife—plants and
animals—that is found here

and often nowhere else.”

“l am a Friend of the Smokies
because they encourage hikers
to hike to their ability. Hiking
is not only a physical activity
but also relieves stress. The
more you hike, the more
you feel good physically and

mentally.”

“The Friends of the Smokies is a
vehicle by which we can expo-
nentially raise more money
for Great Smoky Mountains
National Park’s needs that we
could not do on our own. It
is a privilege to be a part of
the organization that partners
with the park to enhance the
Trails Forever and other park
programs to perpetuate the
preservation and education of

the park.”
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FROM THE

Dear Friends,
As | reflect on what Friends of the
Smokies has done for the park over
the last three decades, | notice
one common theme: your ded-
ication to helping park visitors,
communities, and employees. |
can see how much you care about
the Smokies through your support
to help us restore historic structures,
rebuild trails, reveal untold stories, and
much more. Thank you for protecting this park,
making it relevant and accessible for all communities, and instilling a sense of
stewardship in this and future generations.

It has been wonderful to see how your involvement has paid off, and I'd
like to briefly highlight three of this year’s major projects that you supported.
First, our Forever Places team recently finished major renovations to the
Walker sisters cabin. It is worth a hike to the cabin to see the expert artistry
of our crew! Secondly, thanks to your support, our emergency responders
now have ultramodern AEDs in their patrol vehicles and at facilities across
the park. Lastly, your generosity has helped us introduce and invite new
audiences to explore the African American journey in the park through the
African American Experiences in the Smokies project. New waysides, oral his-
tories, and musical performances are connecting visitors to this special place
and the diversity of people who have called it home.

We have also been busy this year with a groundbreaking new initiative.
In March, we launched the Park It Forward parking tag program, which will

have a legacy effect on our visitors and employees. One hundred percent of
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SUPERINTENDENT

the revenue generated by Park It Forward stays in the park to directly benefit
visitors and help take some of the burden away from our staff. Through just
the first four months of the program, the park’s recreation fee revenue is
already almost double that of 2022’s revenue, which was made up only of
camping and venue reservation fees.

While we are proud of the Park It Forward program, it is not a cure-all:
we still have an urgent need to support our employees and park programs
in other ways. We're a staff of about 250 people who serve 13 million vis-
itors a year, care for more than 500,000 acres of land, protect over 21,000
species of life, maintain hundreds of miles of roads and trails, and main-
tain dozens of facilities. Park It Forward is a great step toward helping
our employees and resources, but we can only truly move forward with a
group like Friends of the Smokies walking by our side.

As we approach our 90th year as a national park, and Friends of the Smok-
ies turns 30, together we are hitting our stride to protect this special place.
Thanks to your continued dedication, | strongly believe our best days are in

front of us.

(L

Cassius Cash
Superintendent of Great Smoky Mountains National Park



“| love the mountains, and
| love the dedication of the
people who work at Friends of

the Smokies.”

“There are so many problems
left out of the park service's
budget related to wildlife con-
servation, trails, and historic
structures. This is a means
to protect these elements by
assisting in the fundraising.

Also, it is fun meeting the

Friends' staff and volunteering.”

“We are Friends of the Smokies
because we want to help
ensure that the park will con-
tinue to be available to future
generations. When we donate
funds or volunteer time at an
event, we get the satisfaction
of knowing the preservation
of history, the protection of
wildlife and environment, and
the education of following

generations will occur.”




MOUNTAINS OF MILESTONES

1993

Friends of the
Smokies was
founded by 156
charter members,
establishing

a passionate
and dedicated
organization
committed to
preserving,
protecting, and
providing for
Great Smoky
Mountains
National Park.

@
1995

Friends successfully

supported the

restoration of the
historic Mt. Cammerer
fire tower, a beloved
landmark in the park.

1996

The organization begins annual
support of Parks as Classrooms,
delivering environmental
education programs to thousands
of students every year. To date,
Friends has provided $5 million to
park education programs.

1999

The establishment of specialty
license plate programs in
Tennessee and North Carolina

support projects and programs
in the Smokies, contributing
to the park’s conservation and
enhancement efforts.

allowed plate owners to actively

2001

Friends helped Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation

and Great Smoky Mountains

Association in funding a
six-year $1 million project
providing for the release
of the first elk to roam
the park since they were

extirpated by over-hunting

nearly 200 years ago.

Greenbrier Picnic Pavilion

completed. It is one of the
park’s most idyllic settings

for large gatherings with

seating for up to 70 people.

2004

Friends of the Smokies

raised an initial

$300,000 in emergency
funds to combat the
hemlock woolly adelgid
infestation. The park’s
program is now a
national leader in
hemlock preservation
research and sustains
the lives of hundreds of
thousands of trees.

2007

Friends of

the Smokies
provided support
assisting with the
construction of the
Twin Creeks Science
and Education
Center, a visionary
laboratory for

park scientists and
researchers that
houses the park’s
Natural History
Collections and
provides workspace
for NPS science
branches.

™%
2008

The Trails Forever
partnership created

a highly skilled

crew dedicated to
rehabilitating some of
the park’s highest-use
trails. To date, more than
20 miles of trails have
been fully restored.



Friends provided
funding for the

John Oliver Cabin
Accessibility Trail in
Cades Cove. The trail
features an accessible
surface that makes it
possible for individuals
of all levels of ability
to enjoy an outdoor
experience and visit
the John Oliver cabin,
one of the park’s

most iconic historic
landmarks.

2019

In celebration of
Friends of the
Smokies’ 25th
anniversary, $2.5
million was raised

to upgrade the
park’s emergency
radio system. By
acquiring new radios,
the park service
gained enhanced
communication
capabilities, enabling
it to optimize
resources during
emergency situations.

2009

The 75th anniversary of Great Smoky
Mountains National Park celebration
included a Knoxville Symphony concert
with US Senator Lamar Alexander playing
piano among the old cabins and barns in
pastoral Cades Cove near Townsend and
the groundbreaking for a $2.5 million
Oconaluftee visitor center in Cherokee,

NG, that highlights the Eastern Band of the
Cherokee Indians and Appalachian culture.

2015

The organization
provided support
for the construction
of The Collections
Preservation Center
in Townsend,
Tennessee, which
houses nearly 1.4
million historic
documents including
correspondence
documenting the
lives of those who
lived on the land
before the park's
establishment.

e.9©
® 2016

The 100th anniversary of the National
Park Service ‘Founders’ Day’ event
hosted by Friends, the Smoky
Mountain Tourism Development
Council, and Great Smoky Mountains
Association featured live music

and honored over 340 employees
who dedicate themselves daily to
preserving and protecting the park.

2023

Unveiling new waysides for the
African American Experiences in
the Smokies project showcased
the rich history and contributions
of African Americans within and
around the park, promoting

a more comprehensive
understanding of the stories of
Smoky Mountain families.

2020

Friends launched

the “Forever Places”
endowment with

a goal of raising

$9 million for the
preservation of the
park’s historic cabins,
churches, mills, and

2013

Friends of the Smokies
contributed $600,000 to
support a multiyear project
to enhance the Oconaluftee

Visitor Center and Sugarlands The 30th anniversary of Friends

Visitor Center, improving
visitor experiences in the park.

barns. Funds have
already supported the
hiring of two historic
preservation crew
members in 2022.

of the Smokies commemorates
a remarkable milestone of
contributing more than $87
million to the park over the past
three decades.



LEGACY

of Leadership

Dear Friends,

It is my honor to express my deep appreciation to Jim Hart for his lasting
impact on our Friends of the Smokies. His humility masks the significant
impact that he has had. Our Friends of the Smokies is recognized as one of
the most effective Friends organizations in the country, and his impact is
felt locally as well. Jim knows how to bring the right people to the table.
His connections with elected officials, foundations, and donors both large
and small have combined to make Friends of the Smokies what it is today.
Jim, thank you for all that you have built. Friends will certainly be one of

your great lasting legacies.

Yours very truly,

Sharon J. Pryse

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
The Trust Company of Tennessee

John Oliver cabin in Cades Cove.
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“We have one of the most

accessible parks in the

country right in our backyard.

While it may only take us
minutes to get out and enjoy
the park, the work of Friends
makes it available to an

entire nation of visitors.”

“I've traveled all over the world,
but the Smoky Mountains will
always be home to me. Now
that I'm retired, it has been
a great opportunity to be a
volunteer with Friends of the
Smokies whose goal is to
preserve for generations the

rich history, culture, and bio-

diversity of the most beautiful

place on earth.”

“The Great Smoky Mountains are a
national treasure that needs to be
protected for future generations to
enjoy. The Forever Places and Trails
Forever programs help preserve
the rich history of the families that
preceded the park and help ensure
sustainable access to the park itself.
The needs of maintaining such
a treasure are many, and we are
thankful to be able to help Friends
of the Smokies in the preservation

and enhancement of the park.”




TRAILS

FOREVER

21 Miles and Beyond

by Julie Dodd

14
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Thanks to the Trails Forever program, crews have rehabilitated nearly
seven of the most heavily used trails in the park over the last 15 years.

Ramsey Cascades Trail, the challenging, scenic four-mile trail in the Greenbrier
area of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, is the current trail restoration project
of the Trails Forever Crew funded by Friends of the Smokies.

The project began in April 2022 with 70 locust log bundles—each weighing
1,000 pounds—transported by helicopter from the Cosby Picnic Area parking lot to
locations along the trail. The locust logs are a key part of the trail restoration, being
used for staircases and other trail structures.

The seven-person Trails Forever Crew divided into two teams, explained crew
supervisor Josh Shapiro. Three of the members stayed in a backcountry camp and
worked on the section of the trail near Ramsey Cascades. The other four crew mem-
bers worked on the lower areas of the trail and hiked to the trail work site daily.

Progress went well from May to July, Shapiro said.

The crew has already completed 18 locust staircases and six stone staircases.
They built a 25-foot raised section of the trail—a locust log turnpike—that allows

for better drainage. The crew also improved the trail surface by removing roots and



rocks, widening trail drainages, and regrading sections to make the trail safer
and to reduce erosion.

The Trails Forever Crew was assisted by members of the Southeast Conser-
vation Corps (SECC) who helped with the construction of the stone and locust
log staircases and worked on improving the trail surface, improving existing
trail drains, and transporting locust logs to work sites on the trail.

“Forty-one volunteers contributed 205 hours of work on the trail,”
Shapiro said. “They primarily worked on the lower 1.5 miles of the trail,
mainly cutting back Rhododendron along the trail and improving trail
drainage.”

Unforeseen setbacks
Then, unexpectedly, two flash floods hit the area in July of 2022, creating
damage and unfortunate delays.

“The first flooding incident occurred on July 12,” Shapiro said. “The
Greenbrier area received more than eight inches of rain over a two-hour
period. The flooding took out both footlog bridges on the trail and caused
substantial damage to a 200-foot section of trail.”

The flooding washed out several sections of trail near the stream and also
washed away gravel and stone that had been used as filler in some of the
staircases and other trail structures in the upper section of the trail. As soon
as possible, the crew continued the trail restoration work, including moving
back into place the log footbridge on the lower portion of the trail that had
been dislodged by the flooding.

Then, a second flash flooding incident occurred just nine days later on
July 21. That flooding so severely damaged Greenbrier Road, which provides
access to the trailhead, that it had to be closed.

Shifting gears, the crew moved into working on maintenance projects
on trails throughout the Tennessee side of the park, including clearing
fallen trees on trails, clearing trail drains, and clearing back vegetation

along trails to keep the existing trail corridor open.

Trail work resumes in 2023

Fortunately, the Trails Forever Crew was able to return to the Ramsey
Cascades Trail restoration work last spring. Shapiro said their priorities were
repairing flood-damaged areas and replacing the footlog bridge on the
upper portion of the trail. The crew is now on track to complete the trail
rehabilitation in November.

Before planning a trip to the Greenbrier area, be sure to check the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park website to determine the status of
Greenbrier Road.

To learn more about Trails Forever and to see how you can help, visit
SmokiesTrailsForever.org.

Ramsey Cascades is the seventh trail restoration project taken on by the Trails
Forever Crew since the program was established in 2012. The Trails Forever Crew
has restored Alum Cave Trail, Rainbow Falls Trail, Trillium Gap Trail, Abrams Falls
Trail, Chimney Tops Trail, and Forney Ridge Trail.
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Preserving

NATURE'S TREASURES

WILDLIFE AND PRESERVATION

Great Smoky Mountains National Park is one of the largest tracts of wilderness

in the eastern United States and provides crucial wildlife habitat for 65 species of
mammals, 67 species of native fish, 200 varieties of birds, and 80 types of reptiles
and amphibians. The park’s most famous residents are black bear and elk, but the
Smokies are also known as the ‘Salamander Capital of the World.’

Black Bear Research and Wildlife Management Projects

Your support enables critical studies to be conducted on black bear populations,
behavior, and habitat to ensure the protection of the park’s most iconic residents.
Additionally, Friends supports management initiatives that promote a healthy
environment not only for black bears but also for many other wildlife species

in the park. This work plays a pivotal role in preserving the natural balance and
biodiversity of the Smokies ecosystem.

The Native Brook Trout Habitat Restoration Program
You helped address the many challenges that threaten the existence of brook
trout in the Southeast. With the support of Friends, GSMNP field staff were able
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to undertake critical work in fulfilling the park’s ongoing efforts to restore
brook trout, the only native salmonid species in the Smokies. In 2022 alone,
44 miles of trout restoration surveys were conducted, and seven streams were
identified for restoration of Southern Appalachian brook trout.

Seasonal Wildlife Rangers

These important NPS employees play a crucial role in protecting and pre-

serving wildlife. With your help, they conducted research and management

Inspiring the

projects, ensuring the safety and well-being of diverse park species. Their
efforts make tremendous strides in protecting the park’s natural resources
and enriching visitors’ experiences in one of the country’s most biodiverse
national parks.

Right: The brook trout is the only trout species
native to the Smokies. Below: Students from a
park gateway school identify a plant in the Little
Greenbrier area.

NEXT GENERATION

EDUCATION

Your support provides funding and resources for outdoor learning experiences, environmental education, and cultural heritage programs for students.

Parks as Classrooms

You helped this program provide educational opportunities for students
and teachers in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Through
place-based learning opportunities, workshops, and youth programming,
over 10,000 students and 400 teachers engaged in hands-on learning
experiences. The program fosters a deeper connection to nature, cultural
heritage, and scientific exploration, enhancing the park experience for
future generations.

The Urban Youth Program

You helped to engage youth from untapped communities through environ-
mental education, outdoor experiences, internships, and community part-
nerships. This program provided staff support, transportation assistance, and

opportunities for kids to connect with nature, learn about
conservation, and experience the beauty of the park.

The Gateway Community School

With your assistance, this program provided a

unigue three-day, two-night immersive experi-

ence in Great Smoky Mountains National Park

for students from Pi Beta Phi Elementary School

in the important park gateway community

of Gatlinburg. The program aimed to connect
students with nature, cultural history, and outdoor
learning opportunities, enriching their understanding

of the park’s natural resources and recreational activities.

FRIENDS OF THE SMOKIES ANNUAL REPORT
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Enhancing the

VISITOR EXPERIENCE

RECREATION AND ADVENTURE

Great Smoky Mountains National Park offers a plethora of recreational opportuni-
ties in both the front-country and backcountry. Visitors can experience solitude and
adventure while exploring the park’s vast network of nearly 900 miles of trails and
800 miles of fishable streams. The park’s campgrounds, campsites, picnic areas, and
scenic drives also contribute to creating cherished Smoky Mountain memories for
generations of park users.

Look Rock Campground

This popular destination reopened after a nine-year closure thanks to the gener-
osity of our Friends, including the The C.E. Manville Family. The beautiful 68-site
campground in Blount County along the Foothills Parkway now offers flush toilets,
potable water, and new amenities, including ten sites for larger recreational vehi-
cles with electric hookups.

Parson Branch Road
Thanks to you, this scenic road was reopened last year just in time for Memorial
Day weekend. The historic eight-mile gravel road provides visitors of all abilities an
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opportunity to have a trail-like experience from their vehicles. The cele-
bration, held May 26, 2022, honored the hardworking NPS crew, and Larry
Sparks paid tribute to his great-grandfather Russell Gregory who built the
road with a pick and shovel in 1838. (Note: High-clearance vehicles are recom-
mended for traveling Parson Branch Road. Motorhomes, buses, vans longer

than 25 feet, and passenger vehicles towing trailers are prohibited.)

Appalachian Trail Ridge Runners

With essential funding from Friends for resources, training, and tools, these
experienced Appalachian Trail stewards promoted ‘Leave No Trace’ principles,
educated hikers about park regulations and safety guidelines, and provided
assistance during trail-related issues or emergencies. Their efforts ensure

a positive and sustainable hiking experience for all visitors on this iconic
long-distance trail.

PRESERVING
Sharing and Inspiring

STORIES OF PAST AND PRESENT

Visitor Safety

Your support included funds for several programs and initiatives that help
the park provide a safe and positive experience for its millions of visitors.

This included supplying safety equipment and PPE to the Search and Rescue
Team, offering advanced Search and Rescue training, and providing support
for two skilled park medics who responded to the most serious emergencies
in the backcountry. These medics not only offered critical care but also served
as valuable sources of information on trail safety, hike difficulty, and prepara-
tion for hikers.

Previous page: The Forever Places crew completed
several cabin renovations in the Daisy Town com-
munity of Elkmont. Right: Superintendent Cassius
Cash (left) with special guest Eric Mingus (right)
unveil a new educational wayside panel near

Enloe Slave Cemetery in the Oconaluftee area of
the park. The new sign is one of several installed
throughout the park with the goal of sharing his-
tory and research gathered by the African American
Experiences in the Smokies project.

Great Smoky Mountains National Park preserves and shares the rich and continuing stories of human history in the Southern Appalachians. The park protects

artifacts, landscapes, and structures that help weave mountain families’ stories together.

Forever Places
You supported the restoration and repair of the park’s
historic cabins, churches, mills, and barns. Funds raised
in 2022 enabled the hiring of two historic preserva-
tion crew members. With your continued support, we
can ensure these irreplaceable places aren’t lost forever,

allowing future generations to walk in the footsteps of those who once
called the Smokies home.

The African American Experiences in the Smokies Project
Your funding supported extensive research into the historic presence and
influence of African Americans in the Southern Appalachians from the 1540s
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to the present day. Within this framework, the
park is exploring various key topics, including
enslavement, the American Civil War, social
dynamics, laws and policies, careers, recreation,
and oral histories. This work includes research
briefs for both park staff and the public, new

oral histories, and public outreach events rang-

ing from virtual town halls to in-person cultural
festivals. The results of this research are being used to educate park visitors,
partners, and staff through teacher workshops, interpretive programs, prod-
ucts, and digital media.

Visitor Center Demonstrations and Living History Activities
Friends supported activities at Mountain Farm Museum, which included

blacksmithing, mountain farming, gardening, and heirloom apple orchard

management. Replacement pop-up tents were
purchased to serve a dual purpose for COVID
mitigations and cultural demonstrations

at various sites. Costume purchases were
made to enhance interactive experiences

at Daisy Town and for various cultural
demonstrations at Elkmont and Cosby
amphitheaters. Additionally, support was
provided for demonstrators who brought
historic structures to life in Cades Cove
through blacksmithing, quilting, music,

and storytelling.

A blacksmith shows visitors the process of forging metal during cultural demonstrations

at the Mountain Farm Museum near the Oconaluftee Visitor Center.

NURTURING NATURE

and Empowering the Future

SCIENCE AND STEWARDSHIP

The park’s incredible biodiversity is a result of its unique geographic location, diverse ecosystems, and varied elevations, making it a haven for nature

enthusiasts and researchers alike.

Scientific Research

Friends of the Smokies enables park managers to make science-informed
decisions for effective land and resource management. This support
addresses emergent issues and questions that require start-up fund-

ing before traditional research sources are available. It allows for quick
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assistance for research needs that inform management strategies. Exam-
ples included funding research to predict the spread of non-native ants,
assessing the risks associated with insect declines due to climate change,
and collecting baseline data to assess the health of spruce-fir ecosystems by
monitoring specific fungi.



The Air Quality and Meteorological Monitoring Program

You helped support this essential tool for the park’s management, providing
timely data to assess both long-term trends and current conditions for visitors,
staff, communities, and the EPA. These funds play a crucial role in monitor-
ing ozone and other air pollutants that help the park to track public health
conditions. Additionally, meteorological monitoring at Cades Cove and the
critical high-elevation weather station at Cove Mountain provide the park
with vital information on mountain wave and wind gusts, aiding in weather
understanding and preparedness.

The Vital Signs Monitoring Program

You provided funding to conduct long-term monitoring of vegetation and
soil quality throughout the park. This crucial monitoring helped the park
gain insights into trends and changes in unique ecosystems like grassy balds,
wetlands, and heath balds.

Cataloochee Field Management

This park initiative involves preserving the cultural landscape and unique
natural habitats found in the open fields of Cataloochee. These fields provide
essential habitats for a diverse range of species, including pollinators, turkeys,
coyotes, foxes, rabbits, deer, bear, elk, and ground-nesting birds like quail.
Some fields are mowed after nesting season to keep them open, while others
undergo controlled burning to restore native meadow habitat. Funding from
Friends helped the park maintain these valuable habitats.

KIES ANNUAL REPORT
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You Helped Preserve

FOREVER PLACES
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Great Smoky Mountains National Park’s collection of historic cabins,
churches, mills, and barns weaves together the story of these mountains. Many of
the structures are in critical need of repair, so an endowment called Forever Places
was established in 2020 to hire a permanent, dedicated crew who had specialized
skills in historic preservation.

Friends of the Smokies is nearly halfway in reaching our goal to fully fund the
$9 million endowment. The board and staff of Friends of the Smokies would like to
thank those who have generously contributed to Forever Places thus far, enabling
the park to hire the first two permanent crew members.

Walker Sisters Cabin Rehabilitated and Reopened
Due to safety concerns, the park temporarily closed the Walker sisters cabin in
December of 2021. Park crews were concerned about movement around the
chimney in the two-story cabin, which dates back to the 1800s and was occupied
by the Walker sisters until 1964. Noticeable cracks and buckling around the stone
masonry needed to be repaired and stabilized to prevent further movement.
Through Forever Places, the Friends quickly provided funding to support the
crew along with additional funds for immediate stabilization work, materials, and



supplies. Without this critical funding, this priceless piece of
history might have suffered even more damage.

The Walker sisters cabin was fully rehabilitated and reopened
to the public June 20, 2023. Visitors may reach the historic farm-
stead to see the cabin and outbuildings by hiking approximately
1.4 miles along the Little Brier Gap Trail located near the Metcalf
Bottoms Picnic Area.

In 2023, the Forever Places crew is also making much-needed
repairs to the John Ownby cabin, the David Chapman cabin, and
the Mount Cammerer fire tower. You are helping to make their
work possible.

To learn more about Forever Places, visit SmokiesForeverPlaces.
org or contact marielle@friendsofthesmokies.org.

The incredible story of the Walker sisters is one of
strength, hard work, and a love for the land of the
Smokies. Their father, John N. Walker, married Margaret
Jane King in 1866 shortly after returning from the Civil
War, where he fought for the Union and was imprisoned
by the Confederacy. The Walkers obtained a house and
property in Little Greenbrier Cove through Margaret’s
family. Together the Walkers raised 11 children. The
sisters who did not marry stayed in Little Greenbrier
with their father and inherited the farm after his death
in 1921. After the national park was established, the
Walker sisters received a special lifetime lease—a chance
to live out the rest of their lives in the log cabin. Though
the Walker sisters are now gone, their legacy lives on
through their homestead, the objects they created and
lived with, and the neighbors and visitors they interacted
with well into the 1950s.

FRIENDS OF THE SMOKIES ANNUAL REPORT
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IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES

Expand the park’s impact with your 30th anniversary gift.

With a 30-year history of providing support to the national park, Friends
of the Smokies has been instrumental in preserving and protecting Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. Each year, the park relies on Friends to support special
projects and programs that would otherwise remain unfunded.

Your generous contributions make a significant difference, enabling us to
fulfill these requests and provide visitors with the best possible experience while
safeqguarding our beloved Smokies. With your help, Friends will fund over 70

projects and programs this year. For example, your support will:

CONNECT KIDS TO THE PARK

Friends supports several resource education programs, including the Parks As
Classrooms program, benefiting thousands of students engaged in place-based
and robust, nationally recognized distance learning programs.

The ‘Parks as Classrooms’ Bus Transportation Program provides
essential funds for Title 1 schools, allowing them to bring students to the park
for enriching place-based learning experiences. Over the past few years, the cost
of bus travel to the park has tripled, now averaging $600 per bus. These funds
enable us to cover half of the total transportation cost, making it possible for
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over 30 low-income schools to afford their educational trip to the
Smokies.

The Urban Youth Program aligns with the park’s goal of pro-
moting relevancy, diversity, equity, and inclusion. The funds directly
support staffing, urban youth intern stipends, and transportation
to the park, benefiting partner organizations, Asheville Green-
works, and Fulton High School in Knoxville. By addressing barriers
like transportation and providing a living wage, these funds enable
more youth from untapped groups to participate in the program and
connect with nature.

BREAK DOWN BARRIERS

Friends of the Smokies supports the park’s continued efforts to pro-
vide a welcoming, accessible place to visitors of all backgrounds and
abilities. This includes improved infrastructure, inclusive interpretive
programs, and diverse outreach initiatives.

The Accessibility Improvements Project will make it possible
for staff to develop ranger-led programs using a variety of mobility
devices and technology. Programs will be offered to the public at
Sugarlands or Oconaluftee Visitor Center. Two assistive chairs will
be purchased and retained in the park at each location for use by
participants, as needed.

Voices of the Smokies is an inclusive storytelling project that
aims to broaden the park’s interpretative content by including the
histories of all communities that contributed to the Smokies’ heri-
tage. While existing interpretative materials mainly focus on white
settlers, Voices of the Smokies will highlight the stories of the
Cherokee, African Americans, and other ethnic groups. Through
new video content, updated exhibits, demonstration programs,
and thorough research, this project will portray the inclusive his-
tory of how diverse communities lived and worked on park lands.

FRIENDS OF THE SMOKIES ANNUAL REPORT
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The Tuskegee NPS Career Academy facilitates two week-long
trips to the Smokies each year for 12 college students and two professors
during the spring and fall semesters. This project was initially piloted in
2022 through a Youth Partnership grant. During their time in the park,
students delve into NPS careers and internships, gaining valuable insights
and experiences. The successful pilot program from last year resulted in
two students securing summer internships, showcasing the program’s

effectiveness in fostering career opportunities.

PROTECT AT-RISK SPECIES

Great Smoky Mountains National Park boasts a rich diversity of wildlife,
plants, and trees, including rare, threatened, and endangered species.
Preserving these unique and delicate ecosystems is essential to ensure their
survival and maintain the park’s natural heritage for future generations to
cherish and enjoy.

The Hemlock Protection Program, supported by Friends since 2003,
has been a vital part of the nation’s most ambitious and successful hemlock
woolly adelgid (HWA) treatment initiatives. This funding has played a crucial
role in maintaining the health of hemlocks across the landscape, with dedi-
cated park staff, interns, and volunteers working tirelessly to save this iconic
tree species.

Park Monitoring Programs allow park management to make informed
decisions to protect and preserve the rich biodiversity of the Smokies. These
initiatives include monitoring vegetation and soil quality, which provides
valuable insights into the overall health of the park’s natural landscape.
Air-quality monitoring allows the park to assess potential impacts on public
health and take proactive measures to safeguard the environment. The fish-
eries program is vital for restoring the delicate balance of aquatic life in the
park, particularly through the reintroduction of brook trout into streams.

Learn more about the list of park needs Friends of the Smokies is hoping
to fund in 2023 at FriendsoftheSmokies.org/2023-park-needs.

FRIENDS OF THE SMOKIES ANNUAL REPORT



“Volunteering for the Friends of the
Smokies gave me a unique opportunity
to help preserve a national treasure

while utilizing a lifelong interest in

fine wine and assisting a University of

Tennessee sports club to achieve its
community-service goals. It was a slam
dunk to become and stay involved with

the Friends of the Smokies.”

“It's easy to be a Friend of the Smokies

because of the great work the group
does to help preserve a special, special
place—not only for me to enjoy but for
my grandchildren and many more to
enjoy. | love the passion this group has
for assisting the national park in any
way it can and consider it a blessing

to help in any way | can because | love

spending time in the park.”

“I have always loved national
parks, and | love the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. When |
got introduced to the Friends of the
Smokies with the monthly hikes, |
knew it was a group | wanted to
support. The Friends are able to help
in so many areas of the park that
don't get enough funding. | used
to say, "My heart is in the public
schools, and so are my children.”

1. u

Now it's “My heart is in the Smokies,

and so am |."




2022 FINANCIALS

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

ASSETS 2022
CURRENT ASSETS

Cash/Cash Equivalents $9,691,141
Certificates of Deposit $190,625
Accounts Receivable $427,539
Prepaid Expenses $41,030
LONGTERM ASSETS

Investments (endowments) $14,334,108
Property and Equipment (net of accumulated depreciation) $139,512
Other Assets (Right of Use, Beneficial Assets, Life Insurance) $592,125
Total Assets $25,415,720
LIABILITIES 2022
CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable $13,026
Current portion of long-term lease $25,086
Deferred revenue $376,945
LONGTERM LIABILITIES

Longterm lease liability $298,905
NET ASSETS

Net Assets without donor restrictions $387,489
Net Assets with board designation $3,732,347
Net Assets with donor restrictions $20,581,922

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$25,415,720



STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY

Total Expenses
$5,536,999.00

Total Support,
Revenue, and Other
$8,445,088.00

Park Projects (78%)

Park Project
Program Services (11%)

Management and
general (11%)

Fundraising (11%)

Contributions and
grants (68%)

Tennessee license
plate revenue (13%)

N. Carolina license
plate revenue (7 %)

Special events (net of
direct expenses) (8%)

In-kind
contributions (1%)

Investment income
net of expense (3%)

TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE 2022
Contributions and grants $5,748,691
Less amounts designated by donors for other organizations ($1,000)
Tennessee license plate revenue $1,043,515
North Carolina license plate revenue $562,628
Special events (net of direct expenses) $690,625
In-kind contributions $109,926
Other income $12,251.00
Investment income net of expense $278,452
Total Support, Revenue, and Other $8,445,088
EXPENSES 2022

Park Projects $4,104,839
Park Project Program Services $236,460
Management and General $580,950
Fundraising $614,750
Total Expenses $5,536,999
OTHER CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 2022
Unrealized (loss) on investments ($2,362,824)
Net assets at beginning of year $24,156,494
Change in net assets $545,265
Net Assets at End of Year $24,701,758

The amounts presented here are derived from audited financial statements of Friends of Great Smoky Mountains National Park
for the year ending December 31, 2022. There are slight variances in figures due to rounding. Copies of the complete audited

financial statements of Friends of Great Smoky Mountains National Park are available upon request and on our website.

Less amounts designated by
donors for other organizations
(.0001%) and other income
(.001%) not shown in pie chart.
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

We express our gratitude to 6,289 individual donors, thousands of park visitors who
contributed funds through donation boxes, and our specialty license plate owners

in North Carolina and Tennessee.
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Friends of the Smokies
received gifts of $1,000
or more in 2022 from the
following individuals,
foundations, businesses
and partners:

Individuals

An Anonymous Benefactor
Cathy Ackermann and Tommy Walker
Lyndsay Alexander

Julie Amann

Larry Ammons

Kevin and Irene Anton
Richard and Mary Arroll
David and Sydney Atkinson
Tim and Dawayna Aulick
Robert W. Baggett

Martin Bailey

Adrian and Mary Bailey
Mark and Lori Barrett
Amanda Barton

Bill and Hester Beecher
Shane Benson

Bob and Karen Bentz
Danny Bernstein

Lee and Linda Berry
Robert Best

Frank and Megan Beidler
Elizabeth Birdwell

Donald Bishop

Clarence and Sheila Blair
Russell and Julia Blakeley
Jim and Kati Blalock

Mira Blalock

Richard and Jean Botto
Jeffrey and Dawn Bounds
Donald Box

Jack Woodall and Sharon Boyce
Randy and Jenny Boyd
Charles and Linda Bozeman
Susan Bozeman

Mary Ellen and Steve Brewington
Dan and Kathy Brooks
Israel Brown

Trinity and Callie Broyles
Scott and Annette Brun
David Bryant

A. C. and Michelle Buchanan
Nathan and Anne Burkhardt
Ben and Janet Burns
Joseph Busch

John Buso

Jeff Cain

Steve and Leisa Caldwell
Scotty Carroll

Clayborn Carroll

William and Jill Carroll
Jason and Leslie Carson
Daniel and Diane Carter
Dan Cassada

Tim and Katie Chandler
John and Sue Clark

John and Doris Clayton
Kay Clayton

Roy Cockrum

Bryan and Sara Coker
Louise Collier

Kay Collier-Pittman

David and Annie Colquitt
Tyler and Vee Congleton
Mike and Kelly Conley
George Conner, Jr.

Julia Cooper

Susan Cooper

Nathan and Brittany Copeland
Renee Corbin

William and Patsy Cork
Mike and Cindy Corn

Joe and Jenny Costner
Michael and Mary Crawford
E. Brown Crosby

Al Cross

James Crossland

Brandy Crowder

Reid and Olga Crumpton
Sara Cummings

Jim Curtin

Sam and Jody Curtis
Marten Dane

Scott and Stephanie Daniel
Marc and Kelli Davenport
Jerry and Nancy Daves
Pete and Cindi DeBusk

Anne Deeley Easterly
George and Donna Deichert
Laura Denton

Ryan and Suzanne DeSear
William and Penny Dickason
Doug and Kris Dickman
Stephanie Diep

Richard Dodson

Nicholas and Robyn Doiron
Frank and Maria Dolbow
Bill and Linda Dwyer
Burton Dye

Lamar and DeEtta Eberhardt
Karen Eberle

Ann Ellington Duncan
Hilary Ellwood

Peter Engeler

Robert and Rita Englum
James and Karen Everett
Wade and Joan Ewers

Carl and Julie Falk

James and Kimberly Fleeson
Edward R. Fleming

Ted Flickinger and Julie Howard

Jeff and Melanie Flickinger
Daniel and Paige Flores
Carolyn Forster

Margaret and Mac Foster
Sherri Foust

R. E. and Chris Foust
Elizabeth M. Fox

Hugh Foy

Mike and Julieanne Foy
Thomas and LaVona French
Bradley Fricke

Phillip and Vicky Fulmer
Richard B. Funk

Melissa M. Garrett

Jim and Lauren Gass

Dan and Nancy Gaubas
Richard and Phaye Geiger
Peter and Jasmin Gentling
Scott and Brenda Gerding
James A. Gerding

Steven J. Gigliotti

Joseph Gigliotti

George and Lena Giles
James and Lucia Gilliland
Jack and Madison Gobbell
Willis and Cari Gradison
Kevin Graham

Hannah and Lane Grant

Jeff Greene

Ray and Kim Greer

Donald and Judith Grigsby
Matt Guffey

Logan Hall

Robert and Liz Hall
Jonathan Halley

Claire Hammontree

Jim and Jan Hart

Jim and Natalie Haslam
Bill and Chrissy Haslam
Neal and Beverly Hawkins
John and Susan Hawthorne
Lane Hays

Mark and Laura Heinz
Margaret Helton

Bill and Jean Hemphill

Kathryn and Michael Hemphill

Karyn Henderson

Steven Hess

Stefanie Hess

William Hester

Mike and Molly Hicks
Robert and Margaret Hill
Larry and Ruthie Hoffman
Fred and Theresa Holtzclaw
F. Lambert and Joy Hooper
Chad and Angie House
Zach and Lindsay Howell
Brigitte Hubbard

Tom and Debran Hughes
Jennifer Huskey

Robert W. Hutson

Lyle and Trish Irish

Mark and Rebecca Jackson
Kevin James and Julia Wood
Mary P. James

Larsen and Adrian Jay
Tara Jenkins

Yancy and Charise Johns
Chip and Jeanie Johnson
Clay and Caroline Johnson
John and Janie Johnson
Larry and Alice Johnston
John and Joe Jones

Alan and Nan Jones

David and Jeanne Claire Jones

Howard and Susan Kastner
Dale and Barbara Keasling

Paul Kent

Brian Kilpatrick

Joe and Kathy Kimbrough

Laura King

Linda Kinsinger and Russell Harris
Diana Kirschner

Mike and Pamela Knies
Walter and Teresa Knight
David Kocher

Franklyn Kraus

Richard T. Kubota

Matt and Janie Laesecke
Andy and Jodie Lamon

Ray and Geraldine Larson
Harry King and Keri Lattimore
John Law and Jarrod Blue
Rodney and Dell Lawler

Jon and Toni Lawler

Carlene E. LeCompte

Robert W. Lederer

Jamey Leseueur

Gail Lewis

Bill and Marion Lewis

Ann Lindsay

Landon Linton

Donald and Cynthia Lorenzo
Les and Katherine Love
Allegra Lueck

Chad and Stephanie Lynema
Rob Howard and Marianne Lyon
Richard H. Maddux, Jr.
Robert and Brenda Madigan
David and Annette Mallory
Glenn and Letitia Malone
Charmaine B. Mamantov

The Charles E. Manville Family
Jack and Lori Maples

Richard and Joni Maples

Paul Maples

Mary Lou and John Maples
Baylee Maples Killam
Heather Martin

David and Sandra Martin
John and Dee Mason

Daniel and Deener Matthews
William and Ruth Maul

David and Cindy Mayfield
Charis Mayhorn

Jim and Nancy McBrearty
Maureen D. McBride

John and Marcia McCarley
Aileen McCarter

Mark McCarty

Matthew and Martha McClellan
Larry and Dershie McDevitt
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Victor and Janet McLean
Terri and James McLean
Fred and Laura McLean
Dolly and Bill McLean

Allen and Ann McMullen
Trey Miller

William and Patrice Minteer
Mark and Donna Mooney
William and Virginia Morrow
Judy Morton

Conley and Carolyn Murrell
Charlotte and Glen Musgraves
Jerry and Carol Muszik
Sarah Narjes

Eugene and Lee Naughton
Annelle Neel

John J. Newman

Todd and Angela Newnam
Kathryn and Mark Niemeyer
Buddy and Kathie Odom

G. S. and Debbie Ollard
Justin Owen

Robert and Margie Parrott
W. Powell and Susan Partridge
Shane and Noreen Patterson
Shannon Patterson

Larry W. Pearce

Richard Petree

Bob and Margaret Petrone
Richard and Leigh Pettus
John and Cindy Pfaff

Avis A. Phillips

Steve and Janice Pierce
David and Bobbie Polacsek
Randall and Kathleen Pope
Robert and Meridith Powell
Jack and Sydney Prevost
Todd Proffitt

James N. Proffitt, Jr.

Joe and Sharon Pryse

Sue Pukall

William M. Puryear

Misty Ramsey

John and Nancy Ray
Stephen Rayo

Olivia and Mark Rechter
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Rechter
Laurel Rematore

P. J. and Cynthia Richey
Angie Ried|

L. P. Robinson

Joanne Rogers
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Doug and Jennifer Ross

Philip and Joanne Roudebush

Kenneth and Patra Rule

Jay and Debbie Schmid

Roberta A. Scull

Tom and Evelyn Shaw

Rhonda M. Shoffeitt

Doug and Robin Shore

Michael and Gigi Simonis

Benjamin and Darsi Sirknen

John and Dawn Skeens

Doug and Laura Skidmore

Michael L. Sloane Il

Fred and Ali Smith

Frank S. Smith

James F. Smith, Jr.

Robert and Betsy Smith

Bob and Tina Snodderly

Dana and Heath Soehn

Jamie and Bethanna Spafford

Anne Sprouse

Lee and Sandra Squires

Alwyn and Peachy Staley

Todd and Ashley Stamper

Fred and Alice Stanback

Gail Steele-Sheely

Dana and Paula Stephens

Jennie G. Stewart

Bill and Kay Stokely

Ed and Diane Straker

Mike Strange

Kelly and Arielle Street

David Stubbs and Terry Matre

James and Kay Stueve

Alan and Kim Sumeriski

Debbie Sumner

Joseph and Rebecca Swann

Alex and Emily Taylor

Budd Terwilliger

Janet Testerman

John Z. Thomas

Stephanie and John Thompson

Jeanie Thompson

Mary Gardner-Thurman and
Grover Thurman

Robert and Mary John Tino

Charles and Brenda Tombras

Tim and Traci Topham

John C. Trotter

William Trushel

Margaret A. Turner

Ronald and Peggy Turner
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Gwen Vacek

Harry and Sara Valentine

Mary Vann

David Verble

Gary and Sandy Wade

John D. Walker

Peter and Helen Wallace

Dan Ward

Kate Watson

Elizabeth Watts and Jill Stevens

Richard and Debbie Way

John Hoskins and Laura Webb

Larry K. West

Michael and Carol Wetzel

Earl and Veronica Whaley

Ronnie and Camille Wheeler

Doug and Melissa White

Mike and Jackie White

Adam and Heather White

Andrew MacDonald and
Jacqui Whittemore

Keith and Melinda Widmer

Cynthia Willett

Janet Williams

Mark and Kristin Williams

Cary and Libby Wolfenbarger

Geoffrey and Pat Wolpert

Thomas Woltz

Kim Wood

Charles Wray

Tim and Marilyn Wright

Richard and Deborah Yarbrough

Steven P. Yurkovich

Richard and Jeanne Zeigler

Estates
Estate of Jo Ann Fowler
Estate of Thomas A. and Jean C. Ogle

Businesses

21st Mortgage Corporation

All Occasions Party Rentals

Amazon Smile

Anakeesta, LLC

Analysis and Measurement Services
Corporation

Appalachian Lodge

Aunt Mahalia’s Candies

Bank of America

Barnes Insurance Agency, Inc.

Benevity, Inc.

Benton Roofing

Beverly-Hanks and Associates

The Biltmore Company

Biltmore Property Group, LLC

Blue Ridge Power

Buddy’s Bar-B-Q of Sevierville

Burger Master

Cabins of the Smoky Mountains

Calloway Oil Company

Charles Blalock and Sons, Inc.

Cirrus Design Corporation

Citizens National Bank

Clayton Homes, Inc.

Costco Wholesale

Denso Manufacturing Tennessee, Inc.

Forvis

Diamond Hill Plywood Company

The Dollywood Company

Dominion Energy

Duke Energy

East Tennessee Eye Surgeons, PC

Equilibar, LLC

Ferguson Enterprises

Fifth Third Bank

FirstBank

Forest and Park, LLC

Gatlinburg Inn Properties

Gatlinburg Skylift

Green Line Media, Inc.

Holston’s Kitchen

Home Federal Bank

Hospitality Management Solutions, Inc.

ILM Rentals, LP

IHOP of Sevierville - Pigeon Forge

The Inn at Christmas Place

Jennings Builders Supply, Inc.

JTEKT Automotive Tennessee

Kroger Company/Gift Services
Department

Lakeview Partners, LLC

Larry’s Coffee

Leadership Sevier, Inc.

LeConte Medical Center

Legacy Centers, LLC

Lexus of Knoxville

Liquor and Wine of the Smokies

Little Arrow Outdoor Resort

Maples Ridge Cabin Rentals

Martin and Company

Masco Corporation

Mast General Store, Inc.

Mountain Commerce Bank

Mountain Creek Quilters

NAl/Koella/RM Moore

Nantahala Outdoor Center, Inc.

Network for Good

New Belgium Brewing Company

NHC Place Cavette Hill Memory Care

No. 308 LLC National Parks
Conservation Bar

Ober Gatlinburg, Inc.

Old Forge Distillery, LLC

Ole Smoky Distillery, LLC

Orvis Company - Sevierville

Personal Computer Systems, Inc.

Phillips and Jordan, Inc.

Pickel Properties, LLC

Pilot Travel Centers

Pinnacle Bank

Premier Sotheby’s International Realty

Pugh CPAs

Realty Executive Associates, Inc.

REI, Inc.

Republic Plastics, LTD

Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies

Ritway

River Sports Outfitters, Inc.

Riverside Tower

Roberts and Stevens, PA

Sevierville Tax Service

SmartBank

Springboard Audio Video

Stokely Hospitality Enterprises

Stowers Machinery Corporation

Sugarland Cellars, Inc.

Swag Resort, LLC

Target Circle

Tennessee Orofacial Myology, LLC

Tennessee State Bank

Thermal Label Warehouse, LLC

Townsend Gateway Inn, LLC

Toyota Knoxville

Toyota Dealer Match Program

The Track - Pigeon Forge, LTD

Trotter-De Foe Architects, LLC

Truist Financial Corporation

Turner Homes

Ullrich Printing

Vienna Coffee Company

Wander Project

Ward and Smith, PA

Wayne Blalock’s Home Center

Wildland Trekking

Wright Family Custom Homes

Young, Williams and Theiss, PC



“I'am a Friend of the Smokies
because Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park protects
and preserves these storied
mountains that inspire me,
challenge me, and provide

a place of sanctuary and

diverse beauty.”

“I've found the Friends to be a

well-managed group of ‘happy

warriors' supporting a cause
close to my heart—provid-
ing resources to expand the
capacity of the team that
stewards one of America’s

greatest national treasures.”

“Being a Friend of the Smokies
enables me both to connect with
and to support Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. The
Smokies provide me with inspiration
through hiking, taking photographs,
watercolor painting, exploring the
histories of locations in the park,
and sharing the beauty of nature

with friends and family.”




“All you have to do is take your first

step onto the trail and become
immersed in a magical kingdom
to want to keep the beauty of the
Smokies going for everyone. Lov-
ing Friends since 2009; loving the

Smokies forever!”

“I am a Friend of the Smokies
because | care deeply about our
park. The work of the Friends is vital
to the ongoing care and protection
of our park, and | know my support
goes directly toward important
projects in the park. I look at being
a Friend as insurance that our beau-
tiful landscape will be taken care of

for generations to come.”

“l am a Friend of the Smokies
because stewardship of our
national parks is my personal and
professional goal. It is in the wild-
ness of our Smoky Mountains that
we each find our special place to
reassure us of the important legacy
we leave for future generations.
The support of the park through
Friends of the Smokies conserves
the natural and historic features in

this fragile environment.”




Foundations

American Online Giving Foundation

Arconic Foundation

The Charlie and Moll Anderson
Foundation

Community Foundation of Western
North Carolina, Inc.

The Earl and Bettie Fields
Automotive Group
Foundation, Inc.

National Environmental Education
and Training Foundation

National Park Foundation

Richard Haiman National Parks
Foundation, Inc.

Additional Partners

Appalachian Trail Conservancy

City of Maryville

Experience Your Smokies TN, Inc.

Gatlinburg Convention and
Visitors Bureau

GFWC Ossoli Circle

Great Smoky Mountains Association

Great Smoky Mtn Jeep Invasion

Haywood County Tourism
Development Authority

Knoxville Garden Club

Maryville College

Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Rotary Club of Knoxville

Sevier County Mayor's Office

Smoky Mountains Hiking Club

Smoky Mountain Tourism
Development Authority

Friends Tennessee License
Plate Owners

Friends North Carolina
License Plate Owners

DISTINGUISHED
LIFETIME GIFTS

Friends of the Smokies
recognizes philanthropic
supporters whose lifetime
contributions have
reached $100,000 or more.
These contributions have
made a profound impact
on our shared commit-
ment to preserving and
protecting the Smokies’
historic and natural
resources.

The list of contributors
who have generously
contributed $100,000 or
more over their lifetime of
support include:

$1,000,000+

Estate of Elaine Gibson

Jim and Natalie Haslam

Lindsay Young and the Aslan
Foundation

National Park Foundation

North Carolina License Plate Owners

Tennessee License Plate Owners

Toyota Motor North America, Inc.

$500,000+

An Anonymous Benefactor

Cornerstone Foundation of
Knoxville

Estate of Darlene F. Schmidt

Wilma M. Maples

Kathryn K. McNeil

Richard Haiman National Parks
Foundation, Inc.

Scripps Networks Interactive

$250,000+

Arconic Foundation

Randy and Jenny Boyd

Burroughs Wellcome Fund

The Charles E. Manville Family
Cherokee Preservation Foundation
Citizens National Bank
Foundation for the Carolinas
Great Smoky Mountains Association
Jim and Jan Hart

Haslam Family Foundation

Home Federal Bank

Knoxville News Sentinel

National Trust for Historic Preservation

Jean C. Ogle

Linda N. Ogle

Pilot Travel Centers
Fred and Alice Stanback
Gary and Sandy Wade

$100,000+

Kevin and Irene Anton

Bacon and Company

Robert W. Baggett

Evelyn Bales

Wayne G. Basler

Jim and Kati Blalock

Sid and Jonelda Blalock

Boyd’s Jig and Reel

Randy and Jenny Boyd

Charles Blalock and Sons

The Charlie and Moll Anderson
Family Foundation

Clayton Family Foundation

Clayton Homes

Crown Park Resort

Pete and Cindi DeBusk

The Dollywood Company

Terry and Marilyn Dornbush

East Tennessee Foundation

Five Oaks Development Group

Phillip and Vicky Fulmer

The Haslam 3 Foundation

Jimmy and Dee Haslam

Jim Barna Log Home Systems

Lyndhurst Foundation

Daniel and Deener Matthews

The North Carolina GlaxoSmithKline
Foundation

Ole Smoky Distillery

Jim Ogle

Estate of Thomas and Jean Ogle

Avis A. Phillips

Joe and Sharon M. Pryse

Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies
Estate of Laurence W. Ross
SmartBank

Tom and Evelyn Shaw

Brad and Shelli Stanback

Sugarland Cellars

The Trust Company of Knoxville

The William B. Stokely Jr. Foundation
Toyota Knoxville and Lexus of Knoxville
Tennessee State Bank

Tennessee Valley Authority

Harry and Sara Valentine

Geoff and Pat Wolpert

Earl and Margit Worsham

In 2022, contributions
made in honor of these
individuals have played
a crucial role in pre-
serving and protecting
Great Smoky Mountains
National Park. We
gratefully acknowledge
the following individuals
who have been hon-
ored and remembered
through these meaning-
ful gifts, as their legacy
continues to live on in
our beloved park.

Honorariums

Camille Andre and Seth Boyden
Creighton and Judy Ballard
Judith K. Baxter

Louisa and Beckie

Bob Beckwith

David A. Birdwell

Craig and Carrie Bishop
Tim and Mary Blair
Esther L. Blakely

Anita Blatnik

RoseAnne Bowres

Parker Brown and Lori Jones
Sharie Bryant

Robert Buchanan

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Campbell
Mrs. Robert Cantrell
Carey Family

Robert and Lynn Carter
David Chatham

David and Annie Colquitt
Carol A. Cranford
George A. Dailey

Ashley Davis

Marielle B. DeJong

Jay Desvaux

Helena Devore

Matt Dobson

Julie E. Dodd

Mrs. Lucy Dover

Jimmie L. Eaves

Rita Englum

Chesleigh Fields

Michael and Malinda Flynn
Carolyn Forster

Donald and Suzanne Freeman
Tim and Betty Galbreth
Dennis E. Geagan

Ann Giebert

Robin Goddard

Charles Gottlieb

Bob Graubman

Steve Hall

Jim Harb

Ralph Harr

Tom R. Harrington
Jeanna Hartzog

Jim Haslam

Barbara Hatcher

Jay Hawthorne

John J. Hawthorne

David and Cheryl D. Herr
Al and Jennifer Hill

Cora Joy

Eric Keller and Diane Petrilla
The Kelly Family

Peggy Klein

Abby and Chris Knoble
Mrs. Howard Lammons
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Jackie and Darlene Leach

Art LaPorta

Evelyn Lewis

Alex Limanni and Linda Teague

Mary K. Liverett

Kristine Marvin

Mrs. Clyde Maynard

Charles W. Maynard

Walt McFalls

Bob and Sandy Merriman

Mrs. Ellen Mitchell

Sue and Will Morgan

Joerg Neuefeind

Becky Nichols

Fred and Karen Nidiffer

Haiz and Maggie Oppenheimer

Cynthia L. Pearman

Richard Powers

Mary W. Prevost

Gary Prewett

Joe and Sharon Pryse

John Putterbaugh

Larry Ray

Ann Rigell

Sheridan Roberts

David and Tracye Robertson

Butch A. Robertson

J.C. and Jenn Rodriguez

Jeff and Cherie Schmoyer

David Shiflett

Margaret L. Singer and
Stain White

Dana Soehn

Forrest Spencer

Spirit of the Valley Marching
Band

Kay and Bill Stokely

John Stuhl

Paul Super

Chaney Swiney

Simon Tebe

Elaine Tennen

Carol Thomas

Indu and Raghu Tirupatur

Mrs. Frank Tucker

Debra Van Dine

Bill and Sue Vandergriff

Hon. Gary and Sandra Wade

Thomas E. Wainner

Stephen W. and Mary
Bruce Woody

Tim and Marilyn Wright
J.J. Yarley
Ryan and Avery Yowell

Memorials

Jane and Tom Alexander
Jeanne L. Alley

Mary Ammerman
Donald R. Anders

Lee Arnold

Phyllis R. Roberts Baer
Evalyne Bales

Ruth Bean

Robert Beckwith
Mary R. Beeler
Marvin Belew

Carol L. Bible

Eve Bishop

Julie Bradbury

Fred M. Bradley
Thomas Brosch

Phil Buchanan
Marilyn Buckner
Donald and Marie Busch
Clyde Bush

Zeke Cabrera

James Campbell
Gayle K. Caughron
Wayne Chapman
Marguerite Cheverton
Don Clark

Jerry Clark

Homer F. Clayton

Lee Cole

Cheryl E. Coleman
George R. Connor
Peggy and Taylor Cook
Carl R. Cowan

Richard Copeland

Joe Corbin

Beth Crabtree
William L. Crihfield
Tom Cronan

Steve Daniel

Mark Davenport

John C. Davis

Martha (Marti) Davis
Franklin Dill

William Dills

Ron Driessche

Mark Eason
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Phyllis A. Eberts
Harriet M. Estes
Wanda Farrar
Pamela S. Farrar
John Fielder
Charlie Foell
Michael Fox
Grover S. Fox
Steve Fox

David Fredricks
Charles Fredricks
Robert Frink
James T. Giffin
James Gilrain
Steven E. Gordon
Brandon Graves
Tom Grimes

Alice Grubb
Colleen Redmond Gurley
Melissa Hall

Mark R. Hall
Juanita Hamilton
Brenda Hamilton
Rosemarie Hammond
Amy R. Harrington
Bill Hart

Philip Henard

Don Henderlight
Don Henry

Jean C. Hicks
Janie S. Hill
Michael Horn
Jason Houck

Cody Howell

Jack Huff

Anne Hurst

Ben L. Hux
Marilyn L. Janke
Dennis Johnson
Tom and Jackie Johnson
Doris E. Julian

Jon Karroll

Sam H. Keener
Harold F. Keller
Jeanne Kennedy
Craig Kennerly
Joe R. Kent
William Kieber
Donna Miller-Kinder
William K. Kleber
Russell and Eunice Koch

Gene C. Koonce

Sara J. Kramer

Bill Larsen

Robert F. Lash
Daniel J. Lawson
Donald Leckbee
Shirley LeFevre
Emma F. Legg

Amy A. Lemley
Sharon LeQuire
Suanna Lezon
Robert L. Lindsay
Guy F. Lucier

Nell Magnone

Mike Maples

Gregg Martin
Kenneth Martin
Tracy A. Maslona
Yvonne McCarter
Daniel E. McCormick
Margaret B. McCurry
Eric S. McGill
Michael E. McGoldrick
Gayle McNutt

Jack Van Den Meiracker
Lloyd Mincy

Alice Moores

Judy Morton

James Mulroy
Robert “Red” F. Murray
Phil Navarro

Tim J. Noble

Lester Oakes

Harvey OIff

Ashley Partington
John M. Pearson
Thomas Peek

Dawn Pekarchick
Wayne and Dolores Perron
Arthur L. Polhill
Kathleen V. Pope
Robert Posey

Jerry C. Price

Barry McKinley Rhodes
Barry Rhodes

Lauren W. Roady
Lucille Roberson
Dakota Robinson
Jordon Robson

Jack Rose

Lee Ross

Ted Rowe

Gene Russell

John L. Ryder
James D. Samples
Gerald Schmitt
Ronald P. Schramski
Louis Schumpert
Emmett E. Scott
Roger L. Scott
John M. Seals
Ronnie Seay

Joyce C. Sewell
Greg Shellenberger
Georgia Shipley
John K. Short
Howell G. Simerly
Robert E. Simpson
Cheryl Slick

Fern Smith

Keller Smith
Jessica Sova
Garnett A. Spencer
Mark J. Steele
Margaret Stevenson
Roy Stinnett
George Stockton
Doug Stone

David L. Stone
Jean Strange
Jason Stroup
James N. Sumner
Gary Tallent

Frank Tankersley
John C. Temple
Gary Thomas

John Tinsley
Thomas A. Turley
Richard B. Vacek
Robert Vaughn
Ronald Volpe
Jeffrey H. Waldbeser

Tabitha Andrews Ward

Zachary Warrick
Robert H. Watson
David Watson
Steven Watts
George T. Weaver
Ben Webb

Joseph Weissmann
Douglas J. Wells
Ellouise A. Whaley

Edith Whaley
Tyler Wheatley
James A. White
Rita Whittle
Nathan Widmer
James S. Williams
Neil Williams
Bob and Aileen Wilson
Lambert Wilson
Bryan G. Winfree
Alice R. Xiques
Evelyn and Ricky
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VOLUNTEERS

In 2022, the board and
staff of Friends extend
heartfelt appreciation to
our volunteers, whose
dedication and selfless-
ness have contributed
thousands of hours help-
ing at events, serving

on committees, and
providing invaluable
assistance in the office
every week. These
contributions further our
mission and amplify the
impact of our donors’
contributions, enabling
us to achieve more and
create a lasting impact on
Great Smoky Mountains
National Park.

Carol Alexander
Chuck Alexander
Donna Alexander
Andi Anderson
Matt Anderson
Dexter Armstrong
Suzan Bales

Kat Barrow
Tracey Belmont
Missy Kane Bemiller
Karen Bentz
Danny Bernstein
John Berry

Sara Berry

Tracy Bishop

Bob Blackorby
Andrew Bosse

Lauren Bosse

Anne Louise Bouchard

Randall Bradley
Cabell Brand

Mary Ellen Brewington

Marlene Burnett
David Burnette
Marty Callaway
Dino Cartwright
Penny Chrashewsky
Connie Cinder
Dewey Clark
Fran Clark

Sally Clark

Kay Clayton
Sara Coker
Annie Colquitt
David Colquitt
Kate Connelly
Jenny Costner
Joe Costner
Brandy Crowder
Jody Curtis

Sam Curtis
Stephanie Daniel
Nancy Daves
Joe Dawson

Sue Dawson
Cindi DeBusk
Lynda Doucette
Charlene Dubbs
Cindy Emert

Joe Emert

Kevin Fitzgerald
Ed Fleming
Carolyn Forster
Julieanne Foy
Alyson Gallaher
Lorinda Garufi
Rhonda Gibson
Doris Gove
Jamey Grant
Mason Grant
Billie Green
Trevor Gwillim
Horace Hamilton
Herb Handly
Phyllis Handly
Virginia Hardwick
Melanie Harmon
Crissy Haslam
Grace Haub

Frankie Heilmeier
Michael Hemphill
Phyllis Henry
Phillip Herron

Dr. Nathan Higdon
Rob Howard
Dane Jackson
Robin Jenness
Sean Jolly

Amye King
Regina Kinton
Dale Klug

Mike Knies

Anna Knights
Stephanie Kyriazis
Denia Lash

Fred Lawson
Sharon Lawson
Donna Lowrie
Hank Marshall
Hannah Marshall
Mary Lynn Mathis
Cindy Mayfield
Bruce McCamish
Roger McFalls
Meribeth McKean
Dolly McLean
Jon McMahan
Drew Miles
Kristen Miles
Ellen Morar
Grant Morar

Lisa Nagurny
Kathy Nash
Buddy Odom
Jake Ogle

Kat Ogle

Mark Oldham
Sharon Oldham
Alexis Pack
Terrance Pate
Steve Pierce
Kevin Proffitt
Kimberly Proffitt
Beth Ransom
Butch Robertson
Debbie Schmid
Christine Seal
Ray Sellers

Darsi Sirknen
Alex Smith

Dana Soehn

Emmett Speelman
Jeanne Stokes
Becky Swann
Joe Swann
Margaret Tatum
Nan Taylor

Tom Taylor
Anne Tidwell
Traci Topham
Larry Vaught
Marita Vornehm
Debbie Waddell
Johnny Warren
Debbie Way
Richard Way
Charles West
Mary Beth West
Ruth West
Steve West
Donna Whaley
Andy White
Melissa White
Don Whitmire
John Wilbanks
Kathy Wilbanks
DiAnne Wilson
Judy Winchester
Steve Winchester

Friends of the
Smokies volun-
teers working
on Ramsey
Cascades Trail.



“Both of us are native Knoxvillians who
have spent a lifetime camping, hiking,

fishing, and birdwatching in our won-

derful backyard national park. For the

last 20 years, we have had the distinct
pleasure of assisting at many of the
large fundraising events the Friends

group has put on.”

“In 1998, ‘Get on the Trail with Friends
and Missy’ began, and for over 25 years
this hiking series has served as a great
way to raise funds for the park while

helping folks get in shape and bringing

new friends to the Friends of the Smokies.

It's been a joy and a win-win partnership,
and | am grateful to Friends for allowing
me to continue leading this hiking series

every April and October!”

“Besides enhancing the overall
experience for visitors enjoying
the park’s 800+ miles of trails,
the support provided by Friends
of the Smokies to the Trails
Forever program helps reduce the
number of hikers getting injured
or lost. Moreover, if a visitor
requires assistance from search
and rescue (SAR), Friends also
plays a vital role by equipping
SAR personnel with the necessary
gear, enabling them to respond

efficiently and safely.”




OUR
SPONSORS

Fundraising events play
a significant role in pre-
serving and protecting
Great Smoky Mountains
National Park. Beyond
raising funds, these spe-
cial occasions serve as
opportunities to connect
with new audiences and
involve volunteers in our
mission. The unwavering
support of our dedicated
patrons is instrumental
in ensuring the success
of these events, and

we extend our heart-
felt gratitude for their
invaluable contributions.

2022 EVERGREEN
BALL BENEFACTORS

Presenting Sponsor
Dollywood

Cliff Top Friends
Toyota Knoxville, Lexus of Knoxville

Vista Friends
Boyd'’s Jig and Reel, Charlie and Moll Anderson Family Foundation, Citizens National Bank, Clayton
Homes, Ole Smoky Moonshine, Robert and Margaret Hill, Tennessee State Bank, The Trust Company

Hemlock Friends
Anakeesta, Pilot Flying J, SmartBank

Balsam Friends

Charles Blalock and Sons, Fifth Third Bank, Pete and Cindi DeBusk, Haslam Family Foundation, Jim and
Natalie Haslam, Home Federal Bank, LeConte Lodge, Martin and Company, NHC Place, Patricia Talbott
Legacy Centers, Phillips and Jordan, Regal Entertainment Group, Regions Bank, Republic Plastics, The
Swag, Thermal Label Warehouse

Event Underwriters

Toyota Knoxville, Lexus of Knoxville, Cellular Sales, Dollywood, Julieanne and Mike Foy & Muffet and
Rich Arroll = In Memory of Judy Morton, LeConte Title, Patricia Talbott Legacy Centers, Pugh CPAs,
Realty Executives, Shafer Insurance, Stowers Machinery, Sugarland Cellars, Ullrich Print Plus, Young,
Williams and Theiss

2022 SMOKIES CUP

Presenting Sponsors
Tim and Marily Wright, Blue Ridge Power, Biltmore

Mountaintop Sponsors
Fields Auto, Jaguar Land Rover of Asheville, Ole Smoky, Pinnacle Bank,
Premier Sotheby’s International Realty, Rob and Meridith Powell

Cascade Sponsors

David Huff Creative, Ferguson, First Citizens Wealth Management, H and E Equipment Services, Hunter
Banks, Jennings Builders Supply and Hardware, Her Two Cents, Pinnacle Bank, Webb Investment Services,
Ward and Smith PA, Wright Family Custom Homes, Truist

Shooting Station
Benton Roofing, Beverly-Hanks, Bill and Dolly McLearn, CW Brown Construction, Diamond Hill Plywood,

Forvis, Roberts and Stevens, Summit Hypnosis

Underwriters
Hannah and Lane Grant, Dominion Energy, Wildland Trekking
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2022 SMOKIES STOMP

Presenting Sponsor
Visit NC Smokies

Mountaintop Sponsor
Ole Smoky

Cascade Sponsor
David Huff Creative

Table Hosts
Peter and Helen Wallace, David and Annie Colquitt

Underwriter
Forest and Park, Mast General Store

2022 FRIENDS WEEK-

END AT THE SWAG
BENEFACTORS

Kevin and Irene Anton, Randy

and Jenny Boyd, Tim and Katie

Chandler, Kay Clayton, David

and Annie Colquitt, Mike and

Cindy Corn, Mary E. Dalton,

Pete and Cindi DeBusk, Sam

and Ann Furrow, Steve Gigliotti,

Jim and Natalie Haslam, Home

Federal Bank, Dan and Deener

Matthews, Julie Anne (Judy)

Morton, Doug and Kathy Peters,

Avis Phillips, Joe and Sharon

Pryse, Bill and Kay Stokely, Rob-

ert Tino, Gary and Sandy Wade, Doug and Melissa
White, Jack Williams, Mark and Kristin Williams,
Geoff and Pat Wolpert, Earl and Margit Worsham
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2022 PLEIN AIR
SMOKIES SPONSORS

Presenting Sponsors
Toyota Knoxville, Lexus of Knoxville

Chimney Tops Sponsor
RT Lodge

LeConte Sponsors
Anakeesta, Mountain Commerce Bank

Sterling Sponsors

Anonymous, Blount Partnership, Core Golf Center, Pete and
Cindi DeBusk, Jim and Karen Everett, First Bank, Paul and Judith

Moody

Event and Award Underwriters

In Memory of Pam Farrar, Harry and Sarah Valentine, Jerry and
Nancy Daves, Charles and Mary Beth West, Wild Laurel Golf
Course, City of Maryville, Denso, Vienna Coffee Company

Additional Support Provided By

The District Gallery, Maryville College, Plein Air Magazine

2022 NEIGHBORS IN THE FOOTHILLS
SPONSORS

Foothills Plaza Wine and Spirits, Ole Smoky Moonshine,
Northwestern Mutual Wealth Management Company -
Kevin Profit, CFP, Oldham Hospitality and Clayton Homes




2022 CLASSIC HIKES
OF THE SMOKIES
SPONSORS

Smoky Mountain Living, Smoky
Mountain News, Prestige Subaru,
Equilibar, Logarhythm Creative

2022 CADES COVE LOOP LOPE SPONSORS

Buddy’s BBQ, Denso, Eddie’s Health Shoppe, English Mountain Spring Water Company, IHOP, Josh Hemphill
State Farm, Maple’s Ridge Vacation Rentals, Ole Smoky Moonshine, PCS of Knoxville, RiverSports Outfitters,

Townsend Gateway Inn, Turner Homes, Zen Evo

2022 GREENBRIER
BARN PARTY
SPONSORS

Presenting Sponsors
Anakeesta, Dollywood,
Ripley’s Aquarium of the
Smokies, Isaac Ogle

Gold Sponsors

Citizens National Bank,
Historic Gatlinburg Inn, Ole
Smoky Moonshine, Sugar-
land Cellars

Silver Sponsors

Appy Lodge, Barnes Insurance Agency, Charles Blalock and Sons,
Gatlinburg Convention and Visitors Center, Home Federal Bank,
Hospitality Solutions, NOC, Ogle Bros. General Store, Parkside Cabin
Rentals, Riverside Tower, SmartBank, Tennessee State Bank, The
Island in Pigeon Forge

Underwriters
Bones Barbeque, Stowers Machinery Corporation

2022 'GET ON THE TRAIL WITH FRIENDS
AND MISSY' HIKING SERIES SPONSORS
Aunt Mahalia’s Homemade Candies, Cabins of the Smoky
Mountains, East Tennessee PBS, Farm Bureau Insurance, Home
Federal Bank, Knoxville News Sentinel, LeConte Medical Center



“Growing up in East Tennessee, | have always

appreciated and loved having the Smokies—

“proud to be members of Friends of and all of the activities and beauty associated

the Smokies where a portion of our with it—so close to home. Supporting an

e 2 o (] T organization that is committed to preserving

sowe can keep doing what we and protecting the park for generations to come

o was always an easy decision for me. Friends of
love—hiking!

the Smokies is certainly a group | am proud to

'll

have my name associated with
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