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Dear Friends, 

This year we celebrated the 90th 

anniversary of the creation of Great 

Smoky Mountains National Park! 

My admiration continues to grow for 

those early park champions who had the 

foresight and tenacity to foster their great 

vision into the reality of the park we still enjoy 

nine decades later. They never lost hope that they could raise the required 

$10 million, more than $230 million in today’s dollars, to purchase the lands 

our park now covers. 

This milestone reminds us of the power of community and generosity. 

Now, with your help, we are building on that legacy of philanthropy, ensuring 

the park’s continued growth and preservation for the next 100 years. 

Thanks to you, we raised more than $5 million last year to fund 

programs and projects in the park that are making it a more welcoming 

place for visitors, while also critically caring for the resources that make it 

so special. We are filled with immense gratitude for the steadfast support 

from generous donors like you. Your ongoing commitment is making a 

remarkable difference in enhancing the park experience for all visitors.

 Thanks to your contributions, we have achieved significant milestones in 

several key areas including: 

• Rehabilitation of the Ramsey Cascades Trail: This iconic trail, which travels 

to the park’s tallest waterfall and winds past towering tulip-poplars, has 

undergone an essential transformation to ensure its sustainability for 

future generations as part of the Trails Forever program. 

• Adaptive Equipment and Programs: Your support has enabled us to 

provide specialized equipment and program leaders for backpacking,  

kayaking, hiking, and biking experiences for people with disabilities, 

offering them better access to enjoy the park’s trails and natural wonders. 

• Research and Storytelling: With your help, we are supporting research 

that uncovers and shares the comprehensive history of the people who 

lived and worked in the Great Smoky Mountains, enriching our collective 

understanding and appreciation of their lives.

• Rehabilitation of the Little Greenbrier Schoolhouse, John Messer Barn, 

Woody Place, and historic structures in the Elkmont Historic District: 

Notably, the recent rehabilitation of the David Chapman Cabin marks the 

first time in park history that all 19 of the remaining historic structures in 

the Elkmont Historic District have been open to the public, providing an 

incredible opportunity to tell the story of early tourism. 

Every donation, whether it is $5 or $5,000, plays a crucial role in the long-

term care and protection of America’s most visited national park. We are 

deeply grateful for each donor, each Friend, who believes in our mission and 

joins us in this work. 

Your support is not just a gift; it is an investment in the future of this 

cherished national treasure. Together we are leaving a lasting impact, 

ensuring that Great Smoky Mountains National Park remains a vibrant and 

welcoming mountain sanctuary for all. 

Thank you for your dedication and generosity. We look forward to 

celebrating many more milestones with you as we continue this important work. 

With heartfelt gratitude, 

 

Dana Soehn 

Friends of the Smokies President and CEO

Dear Friends, 

In reflecting on the last year, I’m especially grateful for the contributions 

of Friends of the Smokies in support of Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

Through your donations, volunteering, and commitment to the Smokies, 

you’ve helped us accomplish so much. In just the last year, we’ve made 

significant improvements to park safety, offered many educational programs, 

restored several historic buildings, rehabilitated trails, made the Smokies more 

accessible, and much more. I’m so proud of our continued work together—you 

are helping make the park better for this and future generations. 

I’d like to briefly highlight three of this year’s projects that you supported. 

First, your generosity helped us provide learning opportunities for more 

than 18,000 students and 400 teachers in 2024. The Smokies Education Team 

connected K-12 students across the country and in neighboring communities 

to the incredible history and natural resources of the Smokies through 

distance learning, park-based field trips, classroom visits, and summer camp 

experiences. Through Friends of the Smokies funding, we also partnered 

with the Great Smokies Institute at Tremont to engage youth from Fulton 

High School in Knoxville with opportunities in the 

Smokies and hire a retired teacher to help our 

two organizations connect more strongly 

with urban schools. 

Secondly, thanks to your support, 

our Forever Places crew finished 

restoration work this year on Little 

Greenbrier Schoolhouse, the John 

Owenby Cabin, the Hikers Cabin at 

Greenbrier, the homes at Daisy Town 

in Elkmont, Will Messer Barn, Steve 

Woody House, and more. We continue to develop this highly skilled historic 

preservation crew funded by the Forever Places Endowment to restore 

historic structures that are in critical need of repair. I hope you’ll make the 

trip to see one of these rehabilitated structures in the new year! 

Lastly, you helped us offer seven free, ranger-led programs that helped 

visitors of all abilities explore the Smokies with the help of adaptive 

equipment. Through this program, visitors with disabilities had the 

opportunity to bike at Deep Creek Trail, hike at Hazel Creek, kayak on 

Fontana Lake, and camp in the backcountry. This program and this new 

equipment, which is making the Smokies more accessible than ever before, 

earned the National Park Service’s regional Excellence in Interpretation 

Award and is receiving national media attention. We can’t wait to continue 

expanding these opportunities. 

As we approach the centennial anniversary of Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park, I’m comforted in knowing that our partnership with Friends of 

the Smokies is stronger than ever. Thank you for your continued dedication 

towards protecting this special place and helping park visitors have a great 

experience. We couldn’t do this work without our Friends. 

 

 

 

 

Cassius Cash  

Superintendent of Great Smoky Mountains National Park

F R O M  T H E  S U P E R I N T E N D E N TF R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
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Nicknamed the “redwood of the east,” the eastern hemlock can live hundreds 

of years, tower more than 150 feet tall, and grow trunks more than six feet thick. 

Yet, these giants of the Smokies have fallen prey to the tiniest of insects.

In 2002, the non-native hemlock woolly adelgid arrived in Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park and began infesting the park’s hemlock forests. Scan the 

branches of infested hemlock trees, and you’ll see what resembles tiny cotton balls 

at the base of the needles. These “woolly” coatings protect the adelgid as it cuts 

off nutrients and starves some of the park’s oldest and largest inhabitants.

The adelgid has affected hemlocks across the park. In areas of high mortality, 

the loss of canopy trees can lead to altered water temperatures in previously 

shaded areas, impacting sensitive aquatic life. 

The situation would be far worse if not for your support of Friends of the 

Smokies. Since 2003, Friends has helped the park with the nation’s most ambitious 

and successful treatment program to fight the hemlock woolly adelgid. In 2004, 

Friends raised more than $300,000 in emergency funds and continued to provide 

the park with the annual resources to fight for hemlocks, including $60,000 in 

both 2023 and 2024.

S A V I N G  N A T I V E  S P E C I E S
Highlighting Hemlocks

The park protects more than 300,000 hemlock trees in designated 

conservation areas. A single treatment of insecticide can protect a tree for up 

to seven years. You may notice some hemlocks with blue dots on their trunks, 

marked by scientists to note the tree has already been treated. In addition 

to insecticides, biologists have released hundreds of thousands of predatory 

beetles and silver flies to feed on the adelgids.

Your support of Friends of the Smokies continues to save the giants of 

the forest. The funding has played a crucial role in maintaining the health 

of hemlocks across the landscape, with dedicated park staff, interns, and 

volunteers working tirelessly to save this iconic tree species.

Above: National Park Service data from the 2023 Hemlock 
Conservation Resource Brief compares hemlock health in 
stands treated and not treated with insecticides. 'Vigor 1' 
indicates a healthy tree, while 'Vigor 5' indicates a dead tree. 
Far right: Hemlock forests are an important biome in the 
Smokies, harboring unique plant and animal life. Right: A 
blue mark on a hemlock desginates that the tree has been 
treated for adelgids.
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At the southwestern corner of the Great Smoky Mountains, a shiny silver water-

craft ferries workers and equipment across Fontana Lake to the shoreline where 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park begins. 

For Brad Swartz, a National Park Service boat operator and assistant trail crew 

leader, the sleek aluminum craft is a considerable upgrade from the old boat the 

park service had used for the four previous decades.  

“It was an older boat at the end of its useful life,” he said. “It had a 

cumbersome design where it wasn’t easy to get on and off the boat. It was getting 

hard to find parts to repair it when something broke.”

With more than $157,000 in funding from Friends of the Smokies, the national 

park purchased the new metal work boat that arrived and entered service in 

spring 2024.

“The new boat makes a world of difference,” said Swartz. “It makes everything 

we do more efficient. We carry a lot of tools, equipment, and UTVs from place 

to place. We have a ramp we can lower [on the new boat]. It is easier to get into 

shallow areas. It is more fuel-efficient. We can get where we need to on the lake 

faster and more dependably than on the old boat.”

The work boat helps haul equipment for trail crews to portions of the park 

without direct access from roads. 

Friends Funding Keeps Workers Afloat at
F O N T A N A  L A K E

“It allows us to do our job a lot more efficiently and safely,” Swartz said. 

“It means we can keep the trails open for everybody. It helps us do the work 

for cemetery visits on decoration days. It just makes it so visitors can have the 

experience in the Smokies they want.”

Support from Friends of the Smokies will provide a similar upgrade for 

the park’s law enforcement rangers on the eastern end of Fontana Lake. 

Rangers there will replace their aging fiberglass McKee Craft boat, which 

has been struggling with considerable wear and tear. Funding from Friends 

will provide $55,600 for a new metal boat designed for rough docking 

environments, allowing rangers to increase their patrol presence and ferry 

wildland firefighters to incidents in difficult-to-reach areas of the park.

The best way to access some of the park's remote southwestern areas is by crossing Fontana Lake.
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Park Ranger Katie Corrigan has answered countless questions from park visitors 

during her 20-year career with the National Park Service. But five years ago, a 

disabled veteran asked her something she struggled to answer.     

“The veteran came to me and asked, ‘What do you have for me to do in the 

park?’” Corrigan recalled. “We did not have very much. We had a half-mile paved 

trail that was ADA-accessible. We had sidewalks and overlooks that were paved. 

But there was not a lot beyond that if you were a wheelchair user.”

That conversation started Corrigan down a path that would eventually  

take wheelchair users on a historic trip through the rugged backcountry of  

the Smokies.

“We’re moving beyond the pavement. We’ve assessed trails throughout the 

park, measured them, tested out equipment, and brought in Catalyst Sports of 

Knox County to help train volunteers,” Corrigan said. “It makes it so people can go 

on hikes using off-road wheelchairs.”     

The adaptive programs require time and considerable money. Wheelchairs that 

can handle the rough terrain of the Smokies are not cheap. 

“The chair is a big part of what makes this possible. It is called the Freedom 

Chair, and it’s made by a company called GRIT,” said Carly Pearson, a wheelchair 

B E Y O N D  T H E  P A V E M E N T
Making History with All-Terrain Wheelchair Hikes 

user who is the ADA coordinator for Knox County and an ambassador for 

Catalyst Sports. “Each one of these chairs is around $4,500.”

With support from generous donations to Friends of the Smokies, the park 

received funding to purchase several off-road wheelchairs that are available 

for visitors to reserve and check out for free.

“You can go over rocks and roots, and it's a lot easier to maneuver than an 

everyday wheelchair,” said Pearson. “This means when a family visits the park, 

a disabled family member is not stuck in the car while the rest of the family 

goes on a hike. They get to have the same experience of enjoying nature. It is 

amazing to see how freeing it is for people to get out in the woods under the 

tree canopy, not just on the pavement.”

June 8, 2024, marked a historic moment for inclusiveness in Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park. Rangers, volunteers, and wheelchair hikers took 

the first fully accessible backcountry hike and overnight camping trip in the 

national park. The 1.5-mile trek on Cooper Road Trail to Backcountry Campsite 

1 involved multiple stream crossings and steep terrain.

“It is difficult, but in a good way,” said Kaitlyn Lengel of South Carolina, 

who became paralyzed a couple of years ago due to complications from lupus. 

“The bumps in this chair are easier to tackle. It feels amazing. It feels like we 

accomplished something.”

“It had been a long time since I’d seen that happiness and joy on her face,” 

said April Lengel, Kaitlyn’s mother who accompanied her on the backcountry 

hike and overnight camping trip. “She had gotten down with the whole 

situation and thought she lost so much of what she loved. Now, with this 

program, her spirits are up, she's developing friendships, and she's seeing 

things that she didn't think were possible anymore.”

After the overnight camping trip, April Lengel subsequently brought 

Kaitlyn back to other adaptive events in the Smokies. The family was able to 

participate in an adaptive kayaking session as well as a Fontana Lake boat tour 

and hike at Hazel Creek.

“The chair has been a game changer,” said April Lengel. “It’s not something 

we could afford. If you are donating to Friends of the Smokies, you’re allowing 

something you may take for granted to be accessible to everybody. You’ve 

made it accessible to people like my daughter to be able to get outside and 

enjoy the outdoors again.”

Ranger Corrigan says this is just the beginning of making the park a more 

welcoming place for everyone. While there is still a lot of work to do, she feels 

much better about the current answer if someone with mobility issues asks 

what they can do in the Smokies.

“I think this is the most fulfilling part of my career in the National Park 

Service,” said Corrigan. “It's been an honor to be able to provide this 

opportunity for people to enjoy their national park. Our national parks 

belong to everyone.”

Ranger Katie Corrigan (upper left) and the group from the overnight backpacking trip 
on June 8.
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At the stables near Oconaluftee in Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 

Danny Gibson, Animal Caretaker for the National Park Service, cares for a dozen of 

the park’s hungriest all-terrain vehicles. 

“It does not matter if there is a snowstorm, a government shutdown, a 

pandemic, or anything else. The mules have to be fed,” said Gibson. “Mules do 

their job, and they’re great at it. There are 848 miles of trail in the park, places 

where you can't get motorized equipment. Mules are the best way to get gear and 

equipment in the backcountry.” 

Gibson cares for a dozen mules and a few horses. The animals deliver supplies 

to crews who work to repair and preserve trails deep in the forest, hauling as 

many as 250 pounds apiece over miles of rugged terrain. 

“The mules enjoy what they do. When I take their saddles off and let them go, 

they get a drink of water and come back looking for more work,” said Gibson. 

“Every one of them has a cool personality. They’re individuals. You’ve got some 

that are class clowns. Some are shy. Others are really bold.” 

These days, a mule named Jim is feeling especially bold and beautiful after 

appearing on the April 2024 cover of Western Mule Magazine. Gibson said Jim 

hasn’t let newfound fame go to his head.

T R A I L S  F O R E V E R
Helped by Cover-Model Mule

“He hasn’t signed autographs or anything. I don’t think the other 

mules would let him live it down if he thought he was better than 

the rest,” joked Gibson. “Jim is a strong go-getter. He’s leggy and 

agile. He’s just a great all-around standard mule.”

Jim the mule arrived a couple of years ago with a sidekick 

named Trinity after generous donations to Friends of the 

Smokies funded their purchase. A large portion of the funding 

came from Friends auctions where donors bid on the chance to 

name the new mules.

Jim’s namesake is Jim Ogle. Ogle’s sister made the winning bid 

to name the cover-model mule after her brother.

“I think he is a good-looking mule. Finding out he is such a hard 

worker, it reminds me a lot of myself,” laughed Jim Ogle as looked at a photo 

of the mule named in his honor. "I think we need to raise as much money as 

we can for the park. Having those mules work that hard is very important.”

Your support of Friends of the Smokies provided $20,000 funding in 2024 

for a new mule and horse to join the team of four-legged trail workers. The 

newest mule was named “Jake” by bidders at the 2024 Greenbrier Barn Party 

auction. The name honors Jake Ogle, vice chair of the Friends of the Smokies 

board of directors and nephew of Jim Ogle.

Friends of the Smokies preserves and protects the park’s most beloved 

trails far beyond providing money for mules. In 2024, Friends allotted 

$325,000 for Trails Forever projects, including the rehabilitation of Ramsey 

Cascades Trail; $150,000 for the rehabilitation of Little Cataloochee Trail; and 

$65,797 to fund a position that coordinates Trails Forever volunteers.

Gibson says mules deliver a return on investment unlike any ATV.

“I can’t say enough about a mule,” he said. “They do their job, no 

matter what.”

Above: Jim Ogle holds the issue of Western Mule featuring Jim the mule.  
Right: Jake, the mule crew's newest member.
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Your support of Friends of the Smokies added another significant moment to 

the timeline of the Elkmont Historic District. With the completed restoration of the 

Chapman-Byers Cabin along Jakes Creek Trail in August 2024, this marks the first 

time all 19 structures designated for preservation are open to the public.

This restoration work ensures the story of Elkmont’s role in the creation of the 

national park lives on. It also closes the chapter on a longtime historic preservation 

project that began in 2009 after decades of contentious debate.

In many ways, the story of Elkmont mimics the story of the park’s creation. The 

logging town that harvested a treasure of tall timber was transformed into a tourist 

destination by some of the earliest advocates for the national park. Elkmont’s 

natural beauty as a source of recreation, relaxation, and restoration inspired them 

to preserve and protect the land, but their success in advocating for the park’s 

creation also led to their eventual removal. 

In 2009, Great Smoky Mountains National Park announced its plan to preserve 

19 of the more than 70 buildings still standing at Elkmont. Completing the project 

required time, money, and the skill of NPS restoration experts like DeLayne Hodges.

“Getting the [Chapman-Byers] cabin to where it was structurally sound was a 

challenge because there was so much water damage,” said Hodges. “Once we got 

F O R E V E R  P L A C E S
Stepping Back in Time in Elkmont

everything stabilized, we could start focusing on things like the trim work 

and flooring. I think people will be happy with it.”

Friends of the Smokies helped fund many important aspects of the project 

through the years. That included funding for the park to develop several 

Historic Structures Reports, replace windows, hire skilled carpenters, and 

provide supplies to preservation crews.

The project proceeded in phases, starting with the preservation of the 

Appalachian Clubhouse in 2011 and Spence Cabin in 2012. These two are the 

only structures that retained electricity and plumbing, and they are available 

to rent for events during the day. The remaining 17 cabins are vacant exhibits 

for self-guided walking tours. 

Hodges began restoring Daisy Town’s cottages in late 2016 as a one-

person-crew.

“The first six months, I was by myself. I was all by my lonesome,” he 

laughed. “Then we added a couple of people and just kept working for six 

years to finish all the cabins in Daisy Town. We had to rebuild many of these 

cabins from the ground up but make the new construction appear old and 

true to history.”

Elkmont became a passion project for Hodges and his family. His wife 

shared her talents as a professional painter to breathe life back into the 

ornate elements of the community. Hodges and his historic preservation 

crewmates paid painstaking attention to detail, enabling visitors to step into 

the past.

“I found an old newspaper from the 1920s under the linoleum flooring in 

one of the cabins,” said Hodges. “I thought people today should be able to 

see what the people who had these cabins saw. I made a display for it, and 

it’s in the back room of the cabin.”

The final cabin in the 15-year restoration project was the Chapman-Byers 

Cabin on Jakes Creek Trail. The most famous name associated with the cabin 

is Col. David C. Chapman, known as the “Father” of the national park. In the 

early 1930s, the Tennessee Park Commission acquired the property and granted 

Opposite page: Colonel David C. Chapman in 1932. Courtesy of the McClung Historical 
Collection. Below: The Chapman-Byers Cabin before and after restoration.

2017

2024
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a lease to Col. Chapman to host visiting dignitaries at the cottage. Chapman 

soon transferred the lease to the family of Rufus Byers and Margaret Chapman 

Byers, Col. Chapman’s brother-in-law and sister. The cabin remained with the 

Byers family from the 1930s until the lease expired at the end of 1992.

The Chapman-Byers Cabin was built around 1912 with features that reflect 

the Craftsman style popular in the early 20th century. The cabin presented 

unique challenges to restoration crews as the only two-story structure of the 

19 preserved. 

“There were some areas where you had rotting from the upstairs 

bathroom area through the floor, down to the first floor beneath it, and 

down to the ground,” said Hodges. “It really has come a long way from when 

we started.” 

For Hodges, the completion of 

the Elkmont restoration project is a 

joyful and historic moment.

“When I first started on this, it 

was honestly overwhelming,” he 

said. “I said, ‘Wow. This is a lot.’ You 

see all these cabins, and every one of 

them is unique. But when you do get to 

the end of the project, it’s so cool. It’s been 

a joy working up here.”

Recognizing the value that skilled workers like Hodges bring to the park 

led Friends of the Smokies to create the Forever Places endowment in 2020. 

The endowment aims to raise $9 million, which would support the hiring of 

additional historic preservation crew members to maintain the wide range of 

cabins, churches, barns, and mills in Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

“That’s what our job is — to put new components on old structures and 

fool the eye to think it’s all the same age,” Hodges said. “And we rebuild it in 

a way that is durable and will last for years. It’s kind of like bringing life back 

to it. That’s pretty cool.”

As with Elkmont, Forever Places aims to add to the timelines of other 

structures throughout the park to ensure their rich histories are shared with 

future generations of visitors to the Smokies.

To learn more about Forever Places and how to help Friends of the Smokies 

reach our $9 million endowment goal, visit SmokiesForeverPlaces.org.

Left: The Chapman-Byers Cabin restoration features a covered back porch overlooking 
Jakes Creek. Above: DeLayne Hodges, maintenance mechanic work leader.

Left: A composite image of the 
restored Cook Cabin featuring a 
1910s photo superimposed on a 
picture taken from the same angle 
in 2023. Photo from 1910s courtesy 
of McClung Historical Collection.

Below: The Scruggs-Brisco Cabin 
in Daisy Town is shown before 
and after restoration. The cabin 
now features a wooden awning, 
providing durability while still 
preserving the cabin's original style. 

2017 2024
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G A T H E R I N G  
with Friends

Gathering on the boundary 
with Friends along the 
Cataloochee Divide

Gathering on the 
Corn Farm with 
Friends in Nashville

Gathering on the 
quiet side with 
Friends in Townsend

Gathering 
with Friends 
in Knoxville

Gathering with the  
1934 Society in Elkmont

Gathering 
with Friends 
in the park
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Total Support, 
Revenue, and Other

$5,859,492.00

Total Expenses
$4,263,070.00

Donations (28%)

Park projects (67%)

Park project 
program services (10%)

Tennessee license 
plate revenue (20%)

Fundraising (9%)

Management and 
general (14%)

N. Carolina license 
plate revenue (10%)

Donation box 
revenue (6%)

In-kind  
contributions (2%)

Grants (4%)

Investment income 
net of expense (10%)

Special events (net of 
direct expenses) (20%)

The amounts presented here are derived from audited financial statements of Friends of Great Smoky Mountains National Park for the year ending December 
31, 2023. There are slight variances in figures due to rounding. Copies of the complete audited financial statements of Friends of Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park are available upon request and on our website.

TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE 2023
Donations $1,618,110

Tennessee license plate revenue $1,152,175

North Carolina license plate revenue $590,953 

Special events (net of direct expenses) $1,187,537 

Donation box revenue $363,552 

Grants $242,300 

In-kind contributions $95,666

Investment income net of expense $609,199

Total Support, Revenue, and Other $5,859,492

EXPENSES 2023
Park projects $2,854,161

Park project program services $418,300

Management and general $610,814

Fundraising $379,795

Total Expenses $4,263,070

OTHER CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 2023

Unrealized (loss) on investments  ($1,691,686)

Net assets at beginning of year  $24,701,758

Change in net assets  $3,288,108

Net Assets at End of Year  $27,989,866

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY2 0 2 3  F I N A N C I A L S

ASSETS 2023
CURRENT ASSETS

Cash/Cash equivalents $9,330,264

Certificates of deposit $1,993,439

Accounts receivable $448,738

Prepaid expenses $38,715

LONGTERM ASSETS

Investments (endowments) $16,162,031

Property and equipment (net of accumulated depreciation) $137,933

Other assets (right of use, beneficial assets, life insurance) $598,235

Total Assets $28,709,355

LIABILITIES 2023
CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accounts payable $26,950

Current portion of long-term lease $26,370

Deferred revenue $393,634

LONGTERM LIABILITIES

Longterm lease liability $272,535

NET ASSETS

Net Assets without donor restrictions $4,465,479

Net Assets with board designation $841,390

Net Assets with donor restrictions $22,682,997

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $28,709,355

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION



22 23FR I ENDS OF THE SMOK IE S ANNUAL R EP ORT FR I ENDS OF THE SMOK IE S ANNUAL R EP ORT

Individuals 
An Anonymous Benefactor
Cathy Ackermann
Larry Ammons
Merrill Ammons
Matt and Andi Anderson
Kevin and Irene Anton
Daniel Areyzaga
Robbie Arrington and Travis Vickery
Catherine and Chuck Atchley Jr.
Mike and Susan Bacon
Jason Baldwin
John and Melissa Ballinger
Scott Bane and Brad Hunt
Mark and Lori Barrett
Kreis Beall and Michael White
Heather Beck
Bill and Hester Beecher
T. C. Beeler
Megan and Frank Beidler
William and Patty Bell
Shane Benson
Bob and Karen Bentz
Danny Bernstein
Lee and Linda Berry
Josh and Elizabeth Birdwell
Donald Bishop
Susie Bishop
Jim and Kati Blalock
Julie Blalock and Rick McFalls
A. B. and Mary Nelle Blanton
Carolyn Boles
Richard and Jean Botto
Jeffrey and Dawn Bounds
Donald Box

Sharon Boyce and Jack Woodall
Randy and Jenny Boyd
Kimber Bradbury
Joel Brannon
Mary Ellen and Steve Brewington
Mark and Beverly Briggs
Dan and Kathy Brooks
William Browder
Trinity and Callie Broyles
Michael and Janet Bryant
A. C. and Michelle Buchanan
Ben and Janet Burns
John Buso
Clayborn Carroll
Scotty Carroll
Steve and Donna Casey
Dan Cassada
Cam and Amanda Caton
Jefferson and Vicki Chapman
Jimmy and Ileen Cheek
John and Doris Clayton
Kay Clayton
Howard and Julia Clinton
Bryan and Sara Coker
Wanda Coker
Louise Collier
David and Annie Colquitt
Mike and Kelly Conley
George Conner Jr.
Julia Cooper
Susan Cooper
Renee Corbin
William and Patsy Cork
Mike and Cynthia Corn
Joe and Jennifer Costner
M. Todd Cramer
Kenneth and Jane Creed
Al and Patti Cross
James Robert Crossland
Reid and Olga Crumpton
Sara Cummings
Jim Curtin
Melle Dalton
Scott and Stephanie Daniel
Jerry and Nancy Daves
W. Kirby and Ann Archer Davis
Pete and Cindi DeBusk
George and Donna Deichert
David and Tracy Dewhirst
William and Penny Dickason
Bob and Joy Dixon
Norman and Lee Ann Dobbs

Richard Dodson
Frank and Maria Dolbow
Jessica Bookstaff Doppelt
Bill and Linda Dwyer
Burton Dye
Anne Deeley Easterly
Lamar and DeEtta Eberhardt
Peter Engeler
Rita Englum
Jim and Karen Everett
Carl and Julie Falk
Shaidnagle Luckey Family
Suzanne Felson
Jimmy and Allie Fleming
Edward Fleming
Jeff and Melanie Flickinger
Daniel and Paige Flores
Michael and Judith Foltz
Thomas and Anna Ford
Carolyn Forster
Margaret and Mac Foster
R. E. and Chris Foust
Elizabeth M. Fox
Mike and Julieanne Foy
Hugh Foy
Phil Francis and Becky Nichols
Thomas and LaVona French
Bradley Fricke and Jennifer Still
Phillip and Vicky Fulmer
Richard Funk
Kevin and Alyson Gallaher
Cheri and Steve Galvan
Lauren and Jim Gass
Dan and Nancy Gaubas
Jean Gauger and Hiram Rogers Jr.
Richard and Phaye Geiger
Brenda and Scott Gerding
James Gerding
Steven Gigliotti
George and Lena Giles
Lucia Gilliland
Madison Gobbell
Doris Gove and Jeff Mellor
Willis and Cari Gradison
Lane and Hannah Grant
Ray and Kim Greer
Donald and Judith Grigsby
Richard and Joan Grim
Matt Guffey
Robert and Liz Hall
Bill Hall
Claire Hammontree

Neal and Amy Hanks
Grant and Ann Hansen
Gary Harmon
Paul and Leia Harper
Jim and Jan Hart
Hash Hashemian
James and Natalie Haslam
Beverly and Neal Hawkins III
John and Susan Hawthorne
Lane Hays
Kelly and Dana Headden
David and Sue Heald
Mark and Laura Heinz
Margaret Helton
Bill and Jean Hemphill
Brad Herman
Josh and Dawn Heupel
Robert and Margaret Hill
Ruthie and Larry Hoffman
Keith and Jacqueline Holdbrooks
Fred and Theresa Holtzclaw
Eric and Staci Horner
Ernie Hoskins
Richard and Peggy Hostetler
Chad House
Debaran and Tom Hughes IV
Jerry and Jennifer Huskey
Robert Hutson
Mary Paddison James
Steven and Tara Jenkins
Peggy Jenkins
Brian and Amanda Jensen
Caroline and Clay Johnson
Patricia P. Johnson
Nan and Alan Jones
Allison Jordan and Ken Stamps
Wilma Jordan
Susan and Howard Kastner Jr.
Dale and Barbara Keasling
Joe and Tonya Keener
Paul Kent
Rebecca Kent
Mike and Amye King
Linda Kinsinger and Russell Harris
Chris Kirkland II
Mike and Pamela Knies
Teresa and Walter Knight II
David Kocher
Richard Kubota
Matt and Janie Laesecke
Jodie and Andy Lamon
Stephen and Nancy Land

Ray and Geraldine Larson
Keri Lattimore and Harry King
Rodney Lawler
Ronald and Carolyn Lawrence
Carlene LeCompte
Robert Lederer
Joe Lelonek
Jamey Leseueur
Ann Lindsay
Landon Linton
Peter Lloyd and Diane Morris
Donald and Cynthia Lorenzo
Les and Catherine Love
Lorna Luketin
Chad and Stephanie Lynema
Bryan MacKinnon
Robert and Brenda Madigan
Charmaine Mamantov
Gerald Mancebo
Jack and Lori Maples
Mary Lou and John Maples
Paul Maples
Frank March
David and Sandra Martin
John and Dee Mason
Dan and Deener Matthews
Ruth and William Maul II
Cleve and Cara May
David and Cindy Mayfield
Maureen Dunn McBride
Bruce McCamish
Aileen McCarter
Martha and Matthew McClellan
Hugh and Charlene McCoy
Fred and Laura McLean
Terri McLean
Dolly and Bill McLean
Dave McQuiston
Tara Melendez
William and Patrice Minteer
Jennifer Mirza
Mark and Donna Mooney
Charles and Ola Moore
Christine Morgan
William and Virginia Morrow
Conley and Carolyn Murrell
Jerry and Carol Muszik
Sarah Narjes
Eugene and Lee Naughton
Robert Nedohon Sr.
Kathryn and Mark Niemeyer
Dennis and Carol Oakley

In 2023, Friends of the 
Smokies received gifts of 
$1,000 or more from the 
following individuals, 
foundations, businesses, 
and partners:

THANK
YOU

 Thank you to all who supported 

Great Smoky Mountains National 

Park in 2023. Every contribution made 

a significant impact, enhancing the 

experiences of visitors and ensuring 

the continued protection of this 

natural treasure for generations to 

come. Together, we are building a 

brighter future for the Great Smokies.

W E  S A L U T E  Y O U
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Additional Partners
Appalachian Trail Conservancy
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts
Blount Partnership
Chattanooga Hiking Club
City of Gatlinburg
East Tennessee Realtors
GFWC Ossoli Circle
Haywood County Tourism  
     Development Authority
Knoxville Garden Club
Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Ole Smoky Candy Kitchen
Ritway
Rotary Club of Knoxville
Sevier County Mayor's Office
Smokies Life
Smoky Mountains Hiking Club
Smoky Mountains Hiking Club – A.T.  
     Maintainers Committee
United Way of Greater Chattanooga
UT-Battelle

Friends Tennessee License  
Plate Owners

Friends North Carolina  
License Plate Owners

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honorariums
Dr. Robert Alley
Sara Baskin 
Judith Baxter 
Dr. Ronald Bellamy
Dr. David Birdwell
Esther Blakely 
Richard Blattner 
Susan Bohanon 
Bill, Brenda, and the Abees
Jean Calloway 
Doug Campbell 
Dr. Melissa Cardon
Claudia Cowan 
Carol Cranford 
Glenn Cross 
Sam and Jody Curtis
George and Nancy Dailey
Johns Daves 
Marielle DeJong 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Delozier
Bert Emmerson 
Rita Englum 
Jerry and Deborah Enlow
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ergen
Michael and Malinda Flynn

Jamie Ford 
R. E. and Chris Foust
Don and Suzanne Freeman
Dr. and Mrs. Geagan
Jim and Robin Goddard
Charles Gottlieb 
Bob Graubman 
Brenda Hagedorn 
Liz Hall 
Charlene Harb 
Jim Harb 
Robert and Elizabeth Harkness
Tom Harrington 
Jay Hawthorne
Lyla and Max Hemphill
Richard and Charlotte Higginbotham
Dr. Aaron and Allison High
The Patrick Hughes Family
Stan and Chris Johnson
Dr. Sherry and James Kasper
The Kelly Family
Steve Kemp 
Regina Kinton 
Barbara Kirby 
Mr. and Mrs.  Kunzweiler
Barbara Lane 
Art LaPorta 
Darlene and Jackie Leach
Dr. Richard Love
Daniel Matthews 
Charles Maynard 
Kyle and Emily McCracken
Edward and Eugene Mills
Bill and Jo Moskal
Rachel Pearsall 
Bob and B. J. Perlack
Doug and Kathy Peters
Meridith Powell 
Gary Prewett 
Sharon Pryse 
Don and Margo Puckett
Chuck Wolfe and Sam Roberts
Butch Robertson 
Lincoln Robinson 
J. C. Rodriguez 
Sam Russell 
Josh Shapiro 
Margaret Singer and Stan White Singer
Dana Soehn  
Don and Jackie Spatzer
Bill and Kay Stokely
Todd Stryszko 

Dan and Nancy Sutherland
Drs. Alex Limanni and Linda Teague
Simon Tebe 
Elaine Tennen 
Gene Thompson 
Bill Tribble 
Bill and Sue Vandergriff
Gary and Sandy Wade
Don and Mary Lou Watt
Ralph and Judy Weaver
Laura Webb 
Paul Whalen 
Rose Whalen 
Stephanie Wilder 
Sam Roberts and Chuck Wolfe
Tucker Woodring 
Steve and Mary Bruce Woody 

Memorials
Billy Adams
William Adams
Adam Allen
Jeanne Alley
Mayna Avent Nance
Ron Baranowski
Kathy Beck
Jeanette Beckwith
Kenneth Bell
Robert Biniak
Michael Blackman
Richard A. Bowers
Sharon Brandt
Willi Breuning
Harold Brock
Richard Brownlie
Ron Bryan
Marilyn Buckner
Billy Burkhart
Rick Butler
Carl Campbell
Morton Campbell
Scott Carpenter
Gayle Caughron
Francis Ceraso
Nancy Chamberlain
Peggy and Taylor Cook
Mary Cooley
Jim Corbin
Cris Corneliussen
Tyson Crowder
Travis Dercks
Rena Dispennettee

Ivan Dockery
Thomas Donald
Deborah Dunn
Robert Anthony Dusseau
Betty Duvall
Keith Elder
George Ellison
Mark Esposito
David Etnier
Edward Evers
Ruth Zimmerman Ewald
Nancy Jean McMillan Ewell
James and Patricia Fields
James Fields
Dr. Ted Flickinger
Joann Fowler
Mary Louise Franks
Jim Froyd
Shirley Gary
Michael Gray
Christopher Gregory
Roy Gresham
David Gross
Sam and Kay Grubb
Henry Gulley
Robert Gundy
Bob Hanye
L. Winston Hardman
Kathleen Harkey
Bill Harville
Merwyn Hassell
Mary Carr Haughton
Mark Haythorn
Phyllis Hilborn
Marie Hofer
Mary Hollingsworth
Dr. Robert Hollister
Walter Holt
Sharon Hooker
Jason Houck
George and Naomi Howitt
Ralph Hyde
Faye Irwin
John Jelinski
Dr. Joe Johnson
James Johnson
Katherine Jones
Edward Julian
John and Jeanne Kennedy
Joe Kent
Robert Kerley
Erin Ketelle

In 2023, contributions 
made in honor of these 
individuals played a 
crucial role in preserving 
and protecting Great 
Smoky Mountains 
National Park. We 
gratefully acknowledge 
the following individuals 
who have been hon-
ored and remembered 
through these meaning-
ful gifts, as their legacy 
continues to live on in 
our beloved park.

TRIBUTE GIFTS
Buddy and Kathie Odom
Jake and Kat Ogle
G. Stephen and Debbie Ollard
David and Jessica Ownby
Margie Parrott
Susan Partridge
Jeff Patrick
E. Shane and Noreen Patterson
Larry Wayne Pearce
Edwin and Joan Peck
Douglas and Kathy Peters
Bob and Margaret Petrone
Traci Peyton
John and Cindy Pfaff
Barry Phillips and Stephen Leach
Steve and Janice Pierce
David and Bobbie Polacsek
Randall R. Pope
Meridith and Robert Powell
Stephen and Helen Prinz
Kevin and Kimberly Proffitt
Todd Proffitt
Joe and Sharon Pryse
Beth and John Ransom
John and Nancy Ray
Ronald and Camelia Ray
Stephen Rayo
Olivia and Mark Rechter 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Rechter
Brent Redstone and Anne  
     Vanderwerken
Alfred and Jeanne Redwine
Laurel Rematore
Steve and Sandy Reynolds
Angie and Alec Riedl
Bill and Alexa Riley
Jim Ripley
L. P. Robinson
Joanne Rogers
Doug and Jennifer Ross
Joanne and Philip Roudebush
James and Louise Rugh
Kenneth and Patra Rule
Louis and Julie Schaad
Jay and Debbie Schmid
Allen and Mary Schultz
Ray Sellers
Tom and Evelyn Shaw
Rhonda Shoffeitt
Michael and Gigi Simonis
Darsi and Benjamin Sirknen
Lee and Alicia Smith

Betsy and Robert Smith Jr.
Frank Smith
James Forest Smith Jr.
Heath and Dana Soehn
Meg and Stuart Sprouse
Lee and Sandra Squires
Fred and Alice Stanback
Debbie and Daniel Starnes
Audrey T. S. Stelson
Dana and Paula Stephens
Jennifer and William Stokely IV
William and Kay Stokely
Ed and Diane Straker
Mike Strange
Jason and Katherine Strickland
David and Terry Stubbs
Alan and Kim Sumeriski
Steve Tatum
Alex and Emily Taylor
Larry and Mary Taylor
Budd Terwilliger
Benet Theiss
Karl Thomas
Catherine Thompson
Robert and Mary John Tino
Brenda and Charles Tombras Jr.
John Trotter
William Trushel
Margaret Turner
Mollie Turner
Peter and Jeannie Ullrich
Nordehl and Susan Unbehaun
Gwen Vacek
Harry and Sara Valentine
David Verble
Gary and Sandy Wade
Tasha Wade
John Walker
Peter and Helen Wallace
Jonathan Wallace
Ashley Warrington
Elizabeth Watts and Jill Stevens
Laura Webb and John Hoskins
Donald Weisbaker
Michael Wetzel and Carol Endres
Ronnie and Camille Wheeler
Adam and Heather White
Doug and Melissa White
Mike and Jackie White
James and Georgiana Whitley
Jacqui Whittemore and Andrew 
MacDonald

Marshall and Clare Wilkins
Elizabeth and James Williams
Mark and Kristin Williams
Jan Williams
Kristin Reese Williams
Steve and Susie Wilson
Eileen Wilson
Brian and Jennifer Winbigler
Cary and Libby Wolfenbarger
Geoff and Pat Wolpert
Stuart Worden
Earl and Margit Worsham
Tim and Marilyn Wright
William Wright
Richard and Deborah Yarbrough
Steven Yurkovich

Estates 
An Anonymous Benefactor
Estate of Julie Anne Morton
Estate of Jo Ann Fowler
Estate of Larry Reida
Estate of Thomas and Jean Ogle

Businesses
An Anonymous Benefactor
21ST Mortgage Corporation
AESSEAL Inc.
Allen Stahl + Kilbourne
Anakeesta, LLC
Appalachian Lodge
Associated Land Surveyors & Planners,   
     PC
Axle Logistics, LLC
Backwoods Grading Landscape &    
     Excavation, LLC
Bank of America
Bankers Insurance
Barnes Insurance Agency, Inc.
Benevity, Inc.
Biltmore Property Group, LLC
Blue Ridge Power
Buddy's Bar-B-Q of Sevierville
Cabins of the Smoky Mountains
Cellular Sales
Charles Blalock and Sons, Inc.
Citadel Construction Management, LLC
Citizens National Bank
Clayton Homes, Inc.
Costco Wholesale
Denso Manufacturing Tennessee, Inc.
Diversified Concepts

Duke Energy
East Tennessee Eye Surgeons, PC
Equilibar, LLC
Ferguson Enterprises
Fifth Third Bank
First Citizens Bank
FirstBank
Naventure
FORVIS Wealth Advisors
Gatlinburg Inn Properties
Gatlinburg Skylift
Green Line Media, Inc.
Greenbrier Campground, LLC
Greystone, Inc.
Haywood Regional Medical Center
HES Facilities Management
Holston's Kitchen
Home Federal Bank
Hospitality Management Solutions, Inc.
HP Video Production Services and  
     Studios
Humana Inc
IHOP of Sevierville – Pigeon Forge
ILM Rentals, LP
Island Services, LLC
Jaguar Land Rover Asheville
Jennings Builders Supply, Inc.
Kroger Company/Gift Services  
     Department
Larry's Coffee
Lexus of Knoxville
Little Arrow Outdoor Resort
Loomis Construction
Maples Ridge Cabin Rentals
Markman's Diamonds and Fine Jewelry
Martin & Company
Masco Corporation
Mast General Store, Inc.
Miller Architecture & Design Studio
Nantahala Outdoor Center, Inc.
Ober Adventure, LLC
Ogle Brothers General Store
Old Forge Distillery, LLC
OnlineJuriedShows.com
Orvis Company – Sevierville
PCS – Personal Computer Systems, Inc.
Phillips & Jordan, Inc.
Pickel Properties, LLC
Pilot Travel Centers
Pinnacle Bank
Premier Sotheby's International Realty
Prestige Subaru

Pugh CPAs
Regal Entertainment Group
Regions Bank
Republic Plastics, LTD
Ripley's Aquarium of the Smokies
River Sports Outfitters, Inc.
Roamstead Management, LLC
Roberts, Stevens, PA
RT Lodge
Sevierville Tax Service
Shafer Insurance Agency, Inc.
SmartBank
Springboard Audio Video
Stokely Hospitality Enterprises
Stowers Machinery Corporation
Sugarland Cellars, Inc.
Swag Resort, LLC
Tennessee State Bank
The Biltmore Company
The Dollywood Company
The Old Mill
The Patricia Hall Talbott Legacy 
Centers, LLC
The Trust Company of Knoxville
Thermal Label Warehouse, LLC
Townsend Gateway Inn, LLC
Toyota Dealer Match Program
Toyota Knoxville
Truist Financial Corporation
Turner Homes
Ullrich Printing
Vienna Coffee Co.
Ward and Smith, PA
Wildland Trekking
Williams Heating & Cooling, Inc.
Young, Williams & Theiss, PC

Foundations
An Anonymous Benefactor
Amazon Smile
American Online Giving Foundation
Arconic Foundation
Community Foundation of Western  
     North Carolina, Inc.
Haslam Family Foundation, Inc.
National Environmental Education and  
     Training Foundation
National Park Foundation
Norfolk Southern Foundation
Target Circle
The Charlie and Moll Anderson Family  
     Foundation
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Carol Alexander   
Andi Anderson    
Matt Anderson    
Charlotte Appleton 
Carra Artis 
Jean Baldwin 
Suzan Bales   

Kat Barrow   
Kyle Basila
Courtney Belmont 
Tracey Belmont    
Karen Bentz    
Danny Bernstein     
Sara Berry   
Tracy Bishop   
Bob Blackorby   
Andrew Bosse 
Lauren Bosse    
Randall Bradley   
Cabell Brand    
Dan Brooks 
Kathy Brooks 
Denise Buff 
Marlene Burnett    
David Burnette    
Leisa Caldwell 
Steve Caldwell 
Carol Campbell
Andrea Carbone
Pat Carbone 
Dino Cartwright    
Vonda Cash
Lindsay Cates 
Penny Chrashewsky   
Linda Christensen 
Dewey Clark    
Fran Clark    
Kay Clayton    
Sara Coker   
Jenny Costner    
Brandy Crowder    
Jody Curtis    
Sam Curtis    

Stephanie Daniel    
Nancy Daves    
Cindi DeBusk
Campbell Dillon    
Kathy Dittmaier 
Donna Dixon  
Curtis Doucette 
Lynda Doucette    
Deede Edele 
Mary Ellen Brewington
Hilary Ellwood
Kim Firkins 
Kevin Fitzgerald    
Ed Fleming    
Carolyn Forster 
Chris Foust   
Julieanne Foy    
Sarah Fraser  
Alyson Gallaher    
Rhonda Gibson    
Robin Goddard 
Billie Green    
Joan Grimm 
Jane Groff 
Horace Hamilton   
Becca Hardin-Neiri 
Duran Harmon 
Kris Harmon 
Melanie Harmon   
Laura Harrill 
Frankie Heilmeier   
Jean Hemphill
Joan Hemphill 
Michael Hemphill   
Phyllis Henry   
Frances Hensley 

Bob Hirche 
Susan Hirche 
Marguerite Hogan  
Cheryl Houston 
Rob Howard    
Dane Jackson  
Robin Jenness   
Sean Jolly    
Nancy Jones 
Missy Kane Bemiller
Janice Kemp-Phillippy 
Amye King    
Regina Kinton    
Mike Knies    
Anna Knights
Darlene Leach
Jackie Leach    
Donna Lowrie    
Mary Lynn Mathis
Hank Marshall    
Marietta Mason 
Mark Mason 
Cindy Mayfield    
Bruce McCamish   
Barbara McGill 
Dolly McLean    
Jon McMahan   
Paul McNaughton 
Norman Meister 
Karl Miller 
Mary Moody 
Ellen Morar   
Grant Morar   
Lisa Nagurny    
Kathy Nash   
Jane Nelson 

Dawn O'Sickey 
Buddy Odom    
Jake Ogle    
Kat Ogle    
Pam Papworth 
Terrance Pate    
Steve Pierce
Rob Powell    
Carla Rafferty 
Beth Ransom    
JaneEllen Rawdon 
Kathy Reiss
Hayley Relford 
Steve Reynolds 
Amy Richardson 
Stephanie Roberson 
Butch Robertson    
Debbie Schmid    
Christine Seal   
Ray Sellers    
Darsi Sirknen    
Ron Smith 
Heath Soehn 
Emmett Speelman
Meg Sprouse   
Chick Steadman 
Judy Steadman 
Jeanne Stokes   
Kim Sumeriski 
Margaret Tatum
Tate Tatum
Emily Taylor    
Patricia Van Gilder
Larry Vaught   
Marita Vornehm    
Kari Waltz 

Johnny Warren   
Tim Watkins 
Katie Watson 
Donna Whaley   
Melissa White    
Don Whitmire    
Julie Whitted
Linda Wills 
Dewayne Wilson 
Leigh Wilson 
DiAnne Wilson    
Judy Winchester    
Steve Winchester
Tim Wright    

The board and staff of 
Friends of the Smokies 
extend heartfelt appre-
ciation to our volun-
teers, whose dedication 
and selflessness have 
contributed thousands 
of hours of time and 
talent to further our 
mission and amplify the 
impact of our donors' 
contributions. Their 
support enables us 
to achieve more and 
create a lasting impact 
on Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park. 

2023
VOLUNTEERS

“I have always loved the Smokies, and when 
I retired wanted to do some volunteer 
work to support it. When I learned about 
the Cades Cove Loop Lope, I became very 
interested. The Friends welcomed me to 
help with this event, and I still love being 
involved."

“The mountains of East Tennessee and Western North Carolina 
are central to my history and my heritage. Friends of the 
Smokies works tirelessly alongside the National Park Service 
to preserve and protect Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 
Volunteering with Friends to fulfill its mission provides an 
opportunity for me to both pay tribute to my pioneer ancestors 
and to ensure a legacy for the future generations.” 

—BOB BLACKORBY —CHRIS FOUST

Visionary leaders recog-
nized the extraordinary 
features of the Great 
Smoky Mountains and 
championed the move-
ment to create Great 
Smoky Mountains National 
Park in 1934. Today, 
Friends of the Smokies 
honors the distinguished 
group of donors who, year 
after year, help protect, 
preserve, and provide for 
this national treasure that 
belongs to us all. The 1934 
Society leads this contin-
ued legacy of stewardship 
and philanthropy.

1934 Society members 
have given cumulative 
direct donations of $1,934 
or more annually.

1934 SOCIETY

Mike Koester
Daniel Kolich
Rita Krock
Mary Kuepker
Barbara Lamb
Amy Lemley
Paul Levans
Mark License
Dr. Robert Lindsay
Bill Little
Guy Lucier
Steve Lutes
Mike Maples
Gregg Martin
Kenneth Martin
Bennie Mashburn
Toni Masson
Nathaniel McCoy
Thomas McNeilly
Sally Miller
Edward Mills
Robert Minnick
John Moore
Jan Morton
Judy Morton
Homer Moss
Janice Moze
Lee Mynatt
Danny Nash
Wayne Neal
Carrie Oatley
Jan Nelson
Howard Noneman
Tommy Northcutt
Catherine Parks
Robert Parrott
Ashley Partington
Rebecca Patrick
Jane Patterson
Gail M. Patton
Harold Payne
Thomas Peek
Dawn Pekarchick
Nicky C. Pelphrey
Thomas Perry
Dr. Cecil Pless
K. M. Pop Menefee
Kathleen Pope
Randall Pope
Edward Ralph
Mayford Ramsey
Greg Rasar

Charles Rasar
Kirk Rau
Cheryl Ray
Jim Ray
Henry Rison
Ken Ritchie
Lauren Woodall Roady
Tim Robbins
Charlie Rogers
Floyd Rogers
Jack Rose
Ralph Rowden
River Schrader
Dale and Betty Schultz
Ed and Lucille Schweykowsky
Bailey Smith
Jeff Smith
Kenneth Sorrells
Jessica Sova
Garnett Spencer
Mike Stamey
Craig Stawley
Mark Steele
Wyatt Stevens
Robert Sturgeon
Jim Sumner
Marge Swenson
Robert Taylor
Brenda Tech
Trudy Tedford
Cathy Thompson
David Thornby
Amy Carolina Thornton
David Tino
Ted Trohanowsky
Donald Utterback
Richard Vacek Jr. 
Jack Van Den Meiracker
Marjorie Vaughn
Donna Verble
Joyce vonStempa
Steve Wagner
Jeffrey Waldbeser
Tommy Walker
Ralph Waller
Pat Watson
D. Allen Watters
Dr. Steven Watts
Ben Webb
Brandon Weingarten
Ellouise Whaley
Randy White

Bart Whitfield
James Williams
Bob and Aileen Wilson
James Wimsatt
Bryan Winfree
Donald C. Wood
Alice Xiques
Karl Yambert
Betty Young 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mount Le Conte Level ($50,000+)
An Anonymous Benefactor
Joe and Sharon Pryse
Ed and Diane Straker

Mount Kephart Level ($25,000+)
An Anonymous Benefactor

Kevin and Irene Anton
Bob and Karen Bentz
Peter Engeler
Jim and Karen Everett
Robert and Margaret Hill
Richard and Peggy Hostetler

Mount Sterling Level ($10,000+)
An Anonymous Benefactor
Jeffrey and Dawn Bounds
John and Doris Clayton
Lamar and DeEtta Eberhardt
R. E. and Chris Foust
James A. Gerding
Paul Kent
Rodney Lawler
Robert W. Lederer
Julie Blalock and Rick McFalls
Mark and Olivia Rechter
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Rechter
Fred and Alice Stanback
Larry and Mary Taylor
Brent Redstone and Anne Vanderwerken
Doug and Melissa White
JoAnn Wyman

Mount Chapman Level ($5,000+)
Susan Cooper
Norman and Lee Ann Dobbs
Burton Dye
Anne Deeley Easterly
Jeff and Melanie Flickinger
Margaret and Mac Foster
Steve Gigliotti
John and Susan Hawthorne
David Heald and Sue Harris
Linda Kinsinger and Russell Harris
Lane Hays
Margaret Helton
Keith and Jacqueline Holdbrooks
Robert Hutson
Carlene LeCompte
Jamey Leseueur
Dan and Deener Matthews
Christine Morgan
Mark and Kathryn Niemeyer
David and Bobbie Polacsek
John and Sarah Beth Ransom
John and Nancy Ray
Bill and Alexa Riley
Joanne Rogers
William Trushel

David Verble
Gary and Sandy Wade
Peter and Helen Wallace
Donald Weisbaker

Mount Collins Level ($2,500+)
Jim and Kati Blalock
Richard and Jean Botto
A. C. and Michelle Buchanan
Melle Dalton
Michael Wetzel and Carol Endres
Carol and Julie Falk
Edward Fleming
Richard and Phaye Geiger
Jim and Jan Hart
Mark and Donna Mooney
Eugene and Lee Naughton
Susan Partridge
Ronald and Camelia Ray
Jennifer and William Stokely IV
Catherine Thompson

Mount Cammerer Level ($1,934+)
Danny Bernstein
John Buso
Kay Clayton
Julia Cooper
Mike and Cindy Corn
Elizabeth Fox
Lucia Gilliland
Donald and Judith Grigsby
Robert and Liz Hall
Mike and Pamela Knies
Ann Lindsay
David Stubbs and Terry Matre
Mark and Donna Mooney
Steve and Janice Pierce
Heath and Dana Soehn
Bradley Fricke and Jennifer Still
Alex and Emily Taylor
Eileen Wilson
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2023 PLEIN AIR 
SMOKIES SPONSORS 

Presenting Sponsors
Toyota Knoxville, Lexus of Knoxville 

Chimney Tops Sponsor
Anakeesta 

LeConte Sponsors
RT Lodge, Home Federal Bank

Sterling Sponsors
Anonymous, Blount Partnership

Event and Award Underwriters
Jerry and Nancy Daves, Vienna Coffee Company, 
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts

Additional Support Provided By
The District Gallery, Maryville College, Plein Air 
Magazine 

2023 SMOKIES STOMP 

Presenting Sponsor
Visit NC Smokies 

Mountaintop Sponsor
Ole Smoky, Peter and Helen 
Wallace
 
Cascade Sponsor
Melle Dalton,  
Mast General Store

Table Hosts
Naventure

Underwriter
Haywood Community College

2023 FRIENDS WEEKEND  
AT THE SWAG BENEFACTORS

Kevin and Irene Anton
Jim and Kati Blalock
Randy and Jenny Boyd
David and Annie Colquitt
Mike and Kelly Conley
Mike and Cindy Corn
Melle Dalton
Pete and Cindi DeBusk
Sam and Ann Furrow 
Steve Gigliotti and Kathy Volatile
Darrien Haiman
Jacob Haiman 
Jim Hart 
Home Federal Bank 
Dan and Deener Matthews

Jake and Kat Ogle  
Doug and Kathy Peters 
Avis Phillips 
Joe and Sharon Pryse 
Michael and Gigi Simonis, 
Michael Smith 
Ken Stamps and Allison Jordan 
Bill and Kay Stokely 
Robert and Mary John Tino 
Gary and Sandy Wade 
Doug and Melissa White 
Jack Williams 
Mark and Kristin Williams 
Geoff and Pat Wolpert

Fundraising events play 
a significant role in pre-
serving and protecting 
Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. Beyond 
raising funds, these spe-
cial occasions serve as 
opportunities to connect 
with new audiences and 
involve volunteers in our 
mission. The unwavering 
support of our dedicated 
patrons is instrumental 
in ensuring the success 
of these events, and 
we extend our heart-
felt gratitude for their 
invaluable contributions.

OUR
SPONSORS

2023 EVERGREEN 
BALL BENEFACTORS 

Presenting Sponsor 
Dollywood 

Cliff Top Friends 
Toyota Knoxville, Lexus of Knoxville 

Vista Friends 
Boyd’s Jig and Reel, Charlie and Moll Anderson Family Foundation, Citizens National Bank, Clayton 
Homes, Ole Smoky Moonshine, Robert and  Margaret Hill, Tennessee State Bank, The Trust Company 

Hemlock Friends 
Anakeesta, Pilot Flying J, SmartBank 

Balsam Friends 
Charles Blalock and Sons, Fifth Third Bank, Pete and Cindi DeBusk, Haslam Family Foundation, Jim and 
Natalie Haslam, Home Federal Bank, LeConte Lodge, Martin and Company, NHC Place, Patricia Talbott 
Legacy Centers, Phillips & Jordan, Regal Entertainment Group, Regions Bank, Republic Plastics, The Swag, 
Thermal Label Warehouse 

Event Underwriters 
Toyota Knoxville, Lexus of Knoxville, Cellular Sales, Dollywood, Julieanne and Mike Foy and Muffet 
and Rich Arroll (in memory of Judy Morton), LeConte Title, Patricia Talbott Legacy Centers, Pugh CPAs, 
Realty Executives, Shafer Insurance, Stowers Machinery, Sugarland Cellars, Ullrich Print Plus, Young, 
Williams & Theiss 

2023 SMOKIES CUP 

Presenting Sponsors
Tim and Marilyn Wright, Biltmore

Media Sponsor
Garden & Gun

Mountaintop Sponsors
Ole Smoky, Pinnacle Bank, Premier Sotheby’s International Realty, Rob and Meridith Powell 

Cascade Sponsors
David Huff Creative, Ferguson, First Citizens Wealth Management, H&E Equipment Services, 
Hunter Banks, Jennings Builders Supply and Hardware, Her Two Cents, Pinnacle Bank, Webb 
Investment Services, Ward and Smith PA, Wright Family Custom Homes, Truist, Blue Ridge 
Power, Forvis, Land Rover, Henco North Creative Imaging

Shooting Station
Wildland Trekking, Naventure, Manalapan Consulting, Image 420 Screenprinting, Robert & 
Stevens PA

Underwriters
Math Insurance Services 
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S M O K Y
M O U N T A I N
M E M O R I E S
for you, and for them.

Learn more about putting Friends of the Smokies in your will. 

SmokiesLegacyGiving.org

2023 CLASSIC HIKES 
OF THE SMOKIES  
SPONSORS 

Smoky Mountain Living, Smoky 
Mountain News, Prestige Subaru, 
Equilibar

2023 GREENBRIER 
BARN PARTY 
SPONSORS 

Presenting Sponsors
Dollywood, Ripley’s 
Aquarium of the Smokies, 
The Historic Gatlinburg Inn  

Gold Sponsors
Citizens National Bank, 
Ole Smoky Moonshine, 
Sugarland Cellars 

Silver Sponsors
Nantahala Outdoor Center, Appy Lodge, Hospitality Solutions, Ober 
Mountain, Ogle Brothers General Store, Parkside Cabin Rentals, 
Tennessee State Bank, The Island in Pigeon Forge, Charles Blalock and 
Sons, Barnes Insurance, Riverside Tower, SmartBank, Home Federal, 
Cumberland Jacks 

Underwriters
Stowers Machinery Corporation  

2023 ‘GET ON THE TRAIL WITH FRIENDS 
AND MISSY’ HIKING SERIES SPONSORS 
Cabins of the Smoky Mountains, East Tennessee PBS, Farm 
Bureau Insurance, Home Federal Bank, Humana, Knoxville 
News Sentinel, New Balance Knoxville, Ole Smoky Candy 
Kitchen, Tennessee Orofacial Myology

2023 CADES COVE LOOP LOPE SPONSORS 
Ole Smoky, Buddy’s BBQ, IHOP, Riversports Outfitters, PCS of Knoxville, Mellow Mushroom, Turner Homes, 
Denso, Axle Logistics, Eddie’s Health Shoppe, English Mountain Spring Water Company, Townsend Gateway 
Inn, Blount Partnership, ZenEvo Chocolates
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Photo Credits 

Joshua Bemis: 22 (bear)

Matt Brass: 31

Deb Campbell: 32-inside back cover

Paul Driessche: 22 (cabin)

Joye Ardyn Durham: 6 (Fontana Lake)

Jon Erickson: Inside front cover

Friends photos: 4 (hemlock branch), 5 (all),  

     6 (Brad Swartz), 7-9 (all), 10 (mules), 11  

     (Jim Ogle), 12 (Chapman cabin closeup), 13 

     (2024 Chapman cabin), 14 (Chapman cabin), 15  

     (all Scruggs-Brisco cabin), 16-17 (all), 18 (top   

     left, bottom middle), 27-29 (all), 30 (all except  

     larger Loop Lope)

Ray Johnson: Cover

David Luttrell: 3

Jim Matheny: 13 (2017 Chapman cabin), 14  

     (DeLayne Hodges), 15 (present day Cook cabin)

Bruce McCamish: 30 (larger Loop Lope)

NPS Photo: 10 (steps), 11 (Jake the mule)

Emma Oxford: 20

Smokies Life archives: 4 (hemlock spraying)

Linda Spangler: 18 (bottom left, top right,  

     bottom right)

Michele Sons: 19, back cover

Thompson Photograph Collection, Calvin M.  

McClung Historical Collection: 12 (Col. Chapman),  

     15 (1910s Cook cabin)

This annual report was produced by Smokies 

Life. Friends of the Smokies extends our heartfelt 

thanks for the generosity of Smokies Life’s time 

and talents, and for their friendship as we partner 

together to support our beloved park.



Tennessee Office 

3099 Winfield Dunn Parkway 

PO Box 1660 

Kodak, TN 37764  

(865) 932-4794 

North Carolina Office 

PO Box 3179  

Asheville, NC 28802 

84 Coxe Ave., Suite 200 

Asheville, NC 28801 

(828) 452-0720

FriendsoftheSmokies.org   

info@FriendsoftheSmokies.org




