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FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

As | reflect on the past year, | am filled with
gratitude for the remarkable community of sup-
porters who stand behind Great Smoky Mountains
National Park.

Your generosity made an extraordinary difference
during one of the park's most challenging moments.
When the federal government experienced its
longest shutdown in history, Friends of the Smokies
donors stepped forward to help ensure that the
park remained fully open, staffed, and protected
throughout the busy month of October. Because of
you, millions of visitors continued to experience the
Smokies safely, and critical resources remained cared
for when they were needed most.

You also helped us achieve a transformational
milestone: the successful completion of the Forever
Places endowment campaign. Because of you, the
park now has permanent funding for a dedicated
historic preservation crew of skilled craftspeople
who will protect and preserve the park's irreplace-
able cultural treasures for generations to come.

Beyond these accomplishments, your annual
support fuels the everyday work that makes an

extraordinary

impact across the

park. From youth
education programs
and trail rehabilitation to
wildlife protection, scientific discovery, resource
stewardship, and visitor experiences, your
generosity touches every corner of the Smokies.

In 2026, we celebrate the centennial of the
Congressional Act that authorized the creation
of Great Smoky Mountains National Park. One
hundred years ago, visionary citizens came together
to establish this special place for the benefit and
enjoyment of all people. Together, we are honoring
their legacy by helping to ensure its care for the
next 100 years.

Thank you for your partnership, your generosity,

and your belief in the future of the Smokies.

I,

With gratitude,

Domo Sveluc

Dana Soehn
President and CEO,
Friends of the Smokies

FRIENDS
SMOKIES



FROM THE

SUPERINTENDENT .,‘233

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Smokies Team, thank you for
your continued support of Great Smoky Mountains
National Park.

It's been an honor in my first official year as
superintendent to work alongside Friends of the
Smokies. One of the greatest strengths of this
park is its incredible partners who provide essen-
tial support through donations, volunteering and
long-standing commitment. The partnership with
Friends of the Smokies this past year has been
especially inspiring to me and our staff — you have
helped us meet challenges with resilience and con-
tinue fulfilling our mission to protect the Smokies
for this and future generations.

Your contributions are truly helping us save lives
in the Smokies. This year, the Friends helped our
search and rescue team by funding two seasonal
emergency responders, purchasing a new cardiac
monitor for advanced life support and providing
a new UTV that allows us to reach visitors more
quickly and safely in the backcountry. Our search
and rescue team responds to more than 350 emer-
gencies each year, and your generosity helps them

<R *’*‘
respond faster
and provide
critical care even in
the most remote areas.
In 2026, your partnership
also strengthened education, science and historic
preservation efforts across the park. You helped
fund accessible ranger-led programs for visitors of
all abilities and provide education programs for
more than 18,000 students. You contributed to
the rebuilding of the historic Messer Barn and the
rehabilitation of cabins throughout the park. Your
investments also helped protect the park’s remark-
able biodiversity, from funding treatments and
monitoring for threatened hemlock and ash trees to
advancing bear tracking and research.
Thank you for your continued friendship and

dedication to Great Smoky Mountains National Park.

Sincerely,

. SERVICE

Charles D. Sellars

Superintendent,

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
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Celebrating 25 Years of
SMOKIES ELK

by Julie Dodd




he Cataloochee and Oconaluftee areas of Great Smoky Mountains

National Park are considered some of the best locations in the

country to view elk. But 25 years ago, no elk lived in the Smokies.
These iconic giants had been absent from the area for more than 150 years
due to overhunting.

Then in 2001, elk were reintroduced into the park thanks to a coordinated
effort by several agencies and organizations, including Friends of the
Smokies. This year, we celebrate the reintroduction’s 25th anniversary.

Almost 1,000 people attended the release in Cataloochee Valley on Feb.
2, 2001. Initially, 25 elk were brought to the park from Land Between the
Lakes National Recreation Area in Kentucky.

In 2002, 27 elk from Elk Island National Park in Alberta, Canada, were
added to the herd. Since then, the herd has grown to more than 250 elk.
Most live in Cataloochee and Oconaluftee, in the North Carolina section of
the park.

Kim Delozier, the park’s chief wildlife biologist at the time, coordinated
the reintroduction project. He held dozens of meetings, worked with
University of Tennessee researchers and other elk experts, built community
support and obtained the needed funding.

Delozier retired in 2010. He said seeing the elk released into Cataloochee
Valley was the highlight of his 32-year career in the park.

“When we released the elk, it hit me. This is the fruit of our labor,”
Delozier said. "All those meetings. All those phone calls. It's worth it.”

Park wildlife biologist Joe Yarkovich has coordinated the elk program
since 2006.

Left: A large bull elk protects his territory and harem of cows during mating season
in Oconaluftee. Top right: The first elk step out of a transport trailer into their new
home in Cataloochee Valley on Feb. 2, 2001. Below right: The first recorded calf born
in the Smokies in summer 2021.




Bull elk bugle to attract cows or
challenge other males during
mating season.

“It all started as an experiment
to see if the elk could survive and
sustain themselves. Elk are now
part of the Smokies landscape,”
Yarkovich said.

The park has since become
known as one of the best places
in the country to see elk in their
natural environment. Some visitors
travel here specifically to see
them, having a positive impact on

tourism and the local economy.

“People in the park every
day are excited about the elk,”
“It's been interesting for me as a biologist to see the elk adapt to the Yarkovich said. “They are thrilled because the elk are right there. People

area,” Yarkovich said. “The first few years that elk were in the park, the calf = get out of their cars and immediately they’re smiling. It's an awesome

survival level was really low because the elk had no experience with black viewing opportunity.”
bears. They didn’t know how to hide their calves and how to protect them.” Friends of the Smokies plays an important role in the success of the elk
The elk cows found safer locations for birthing and learned to defend reintroduction. Over the years, Friends has invested more than $300,000 to
against bears, Yarkovich said. Park staff also relocated bears from the support the elk project.
Cataloochee area to other areas of the park before the elk birthing season. “Every year since the reintroduction, we’ve had Friends of the Smokies
Most of the relocated bears returned to Cataloochee, but by the time they as a funding partner,” said Yarkovich. “The equipment we are using and the
did so, the young elk were larger and agile enough to escape. people we have in the field are the direct result of Friends."
Yarkovich called the 25th anniversary of the elk reintroduction “a Read more about the elk reintroduction at FriendsOfTheSmokies.org/blog.

great milestone.”
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Smokies Staffed and Safe Amidst
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

our generous support of Friends of the Smokies put us

in a position to help with some unexpected expenses in

2025. As federal funding lapsed in October, Friends joined
state and local governments to keep the park fully operational
and staffed throughout one of the busiest visitation months of
the year.

The Friends of the Smokies board voted to contribute more
than $200,000 to ensure families could still experience the wonder
of the park, explore places like Cades Cove, and have rangers on
the job to protect the Smokies. It also meant the entire park staff
was able to receive pay rather than be furloughed.

“Under extreme and unusual circumstances like the

government shutdown, we have to still take care of people,”
said Eugene Naughton, president of Dollywood Parks & Resorts
and member of the Friends of the Smokies Board of Directors.
“It warms my heart to know that we’re giving our park teams a
chance to do what's most important to them, and that’s providing
a safe experience for everyone who is visiting the park.”

Friends of the Smokies helped ensure park workers could still

do their jobs, protect the Great Smoky Mountains and its wildlife,

and serve more than 1.5 million people who visited the park in A ranger shows visitors a map of Cades Cove at the Visitor Information Kiosk during the
October 2025. government shutdown in October 2025.
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Families Preserve History with

FOREVER PLACES FUNDING

reserving more than 120 historic structures in Great Smoky Mountains

National Park is a job that never ends. A crew with specialized skills

in historic masonry and woodworking is required to authentically
maintain these iconic places.

In 2020, Friends of the Smokies launched an ambitious campaign to raise
$9 million for an endowment that would fund the salaries of a six-person
team devoted to historic preservation. After years of generous donations
from hundreds of supporters, the campaign crossed the finish line in
dramatic fashion thanks to two incredibly generous gifts in 2025 and 2026.

In August 2025, the Colquitt Foundation announced a $750,000
donation to assist with Hurricane Helene recovery efforts, including repairs
to cabins and barns from Cataloochee to Cosby. The foundation made the
gift on behalf of The Swag and Cataloochee Ranch, two historic mountain
retreats that Annie and David Colquitt operate on the boundary of Great
Smoky Mountains National Park in Haywood County, North Carolina.

“Hurricane Helene left its mark on Cataloochee Valley,” said David
Colquitt. “Cataloochee Ranch was founded in that valley, and we feel
a responsibility to help. We are honored to partner with Friends of the
Smokies to contribute toward its revival and restoration.”

“Cataloochee Valley is a jewel for our entire region,” said Annie Colquitt.
“Its cultural, historical, environmental, and recreational value is something

that cannot be replaced.”



In February 2026, Friends of the Smokies received an equally generous
gift of $750,000 from The Boyd Foundation. The Boyd Foundation was
launched in 2017 by Jenny and Randy Boyd along with their sons and
daughter-in-law, Harrison, Thomas, and Lindsey. The Boyds’ gift carried
Friends of the Smokies across the finish line to complete the $9 million
Forever Places endowment.

“The Great Smoky Mountains have shaped who we are,” Randy and
Jenny Boyd said in a letter to Friends. “Growing up, these mountains
were a place of wonder, reflection, and deep connection for our family.
Supporting Friends of the Smokies Forever Places is our way of ensuring
that the beauty, history, and cultural significance of this extraordinary
landscape are preserved for future generations. Protecting these places
strengthens our community, honors our heritage, and sustains the vitality
of East Tennessee for years to come.”

The partial Forever Places crew has already completed large-scale
rehabilitations at the Walker Sisters Cabin, Little Greenbrier Schoolhouse,
Chapman-Byers Cabin in Elkmont, Elijah Oliver Cabin in Cades Cove, and
John Ownby Cabin near Sugarlands Visitor Center. The crew also replaced
the Cable Mill flume in Cades Cove and performs routine maintenance on
the park’s 126 historic structures, preventing them from falling into a level
of disrepair that would require large rehabilitation projects.

While the Forever Places endowment is complete, this does not end
our annual fundraising for the Forever Places program. The endowment
ensures funding for the salaries of the crew members, which is only a
portion of the overall cost of preserving historic structures. Your license
plates and annual donations continue to make a meaningful difference
in providing the crew with needed supplies, architectural plans, and
internships to carry out the mission of the Forever Places program.

In 2026, Friends of the Smokies contributed $560,000 for the program.
That includes $410,000 for staffing, supplies, materials, and tools for this

specialized work. Another $90,000 funds the contract of a historic architect.

The architect performs critical foundational work to design repairs and
create rehabilitation solutions for projects.

Another key element of the Forever Places program is the Straker
Renovation Fund. Ed and Diane Straker of Boston, Virginia, established
the fund in 2025 due to their passion for historic preservation. The fund
contributes $100,000 annually with $60,000 devoted to internships with
the Forever Places crew. The interns gain valuable hands-on experience
working alongside Great Smoky Mountains National Park professionals in
the management of historic resources.

“We are beyond grateful to the Colquitt, Boyd, and Straker families for
helping us reach significant milestones with the Forever Places program,”
said Dana Soehn, president and CEO of Friends of the Smokies. “It means
we can confidently say the park will have the funds to ensure future
generations can walk in the footsteps of history at the most-visited national

park in the country.”

Left: Forever Places crew member Rob Sanders nails new handcrafted boards to the
interior of the smokehouse at Tipton Place in Cades Cove. Below: The smokehouse at
the Elijah Oliver Cabin in Cades Cove is shown in January 2025 before its restoration
and in November 2025 after the project’s completion.
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Cheers for

VOLUNTEERS

e cannot adequately express our gratitude for our many

supporters who donate their time to help Friends of the Smokies.

Our volunteers made 2025 an amazing year. Nearly 200 people
volunteered more than 3,000 hours of service. That time is valued at more
than $110,000, but the impact is priceless.

Our office volunteers counted dollars and pennies from donation boxes
in the park. Our ambassadors represented Friends at 22 community events.
Our hike advisory team led more than 175 hikers on group treks covering
more than 125 miles of trail. Volunteers for our special fundraising events
helped host more than 1,800 people and netted almost $1 million. Volunteer
photographers help us capture and share these generous moments with you.

Friends of the Smokies presented Fran Clark with our "Friend of the

Year" award for 2025. For more than 15 years, Fran has

spent nearly every Tuesday volunteering in our office to
help our finance team.
Thank you to all our volunteers for being Friends of

the Smokies!

Far left: Volunteer Fran Clark receives the “Friend of the
Year” award from Friends of the Smokies CFO Nan Jones.
Left: Friends of the Smokies volunteers and staff attend
the volunteer appreciation party held at the Appalachian
Clubhouse in Elkmont.
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A Great Smoky Mountains

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

our support of Friends of the Smokies turns the most-

visited national park into an incredible hands-on classroom

for students and educators. That includes $555,600 for
education staffing, outreach initiatives, and a variety of resource
education programs.

Education programs in North Carolina and Tennessee reach more
than 34,000 students and 400 teachers. These funds also support
educational programs at the Appalachian Highlands Science Learning
Center as well as the Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont.

We'd like to recognize one of our special partners through the
years, as 2026 marks a quarter-century of significant giving by
Arconic to support educational programming in the Smokies. Since
2001, Arconic has provided funds totaling more than $700,000 to
support education in the Smokies. These grants fund the Parks as
Classrooms program, including teacher training workshops and

STEM-based field trips for students. This partnership continues

to create meaningful, hands-on STEM learning experiences while

expanding access to the park for students who might not otherwise
have the opportunity. Thank you to Arconic for being such a loyal

Friend of the Smokies.

Interpretive ranger Omar Campos speaks to students from the Clinton,
Tennessee, chapter of the Boys & Girls Clubs.




Trails Forever Crew Bullish on

BULLHEAD TRAIL

by Julie Dodd




ullhead Trail leading to Mount Le Conte and LeConte Lodge has been
undergoing restoration work since spring 2025.
The nearly six-mile trail, built in the 1930s by the Civilian
Conservation Corps, is being restored by the Trails Forever Crew funded
by Friends of the Smokies. The seven-person crew aims to complete the
restoration by November 2026.

The goals of the restoration are to improve hiking safety and reduce
erosion. The improved trail enables the park’s search and rescue teams to
better reach injured hikers and quickly transport them to medical care.

In addition to working on Bullhead Trail, the seven-person Trails Forever
crew also worked on the top sections of Rainbow Falls Trail, Alum Cave Trail,
Trillium Gap Trail and Boulevard Trail to improve drainage around the Mount
Le Conte summit.

Friends of the Smokies contributed $643,000 during 2025 to fund the
Trails Forever Crew and the crew’s equipment and materials. Friends also
provided $180,000 to support an assisting six-person American Conservation
Experience (ACE) Crew and a six-person Southeastern Conservation Corps
(SECC) Crew.

“Without the support from Friends of the Smokies, the rehabilitation
of Bullhead Trail would not be possible,” said Josh Shapiro, Trails Forever
Crew supervisor.

In 2025, the Trails Forever Crew built 33 staircases — two stone staircases
and 31 locust log staircases. The stone step sections were built from stone
found near the trail. The crew split the stone using hand tools to create

stairs with a consistent step height.

Far left: Stone found near the trail was cut and shaped to create staircases. Left:
Crew members and volunteers widen sections of the trail and improve the trail
surface. Right: Members of the Civilian Conservation Corps construct Bullhead
Trail in Great Smoky Mountains National Park in a photo taken July 30, 1935, by
T.K. Pease.

Shapiro also credited volunteers for contributing 416 hours to restoring
the trail.

“\We were fortunate to have such a dedicated and hardworking volunteer
crew on Bullhead Trail this year that took a lot of pride in completing high-
quality work,” Shapiro said.

Bullhead Trail is the eighth trail restored since the Trails Forever program
began in 2012. The Friends of the Smokies Trails Forever Crew has restored
Abrams Falls Trail, Alum Cave Trail, Chimney Tops Trail, Forney Ridge Trail,
Rainbow Falls Trail, Ramsey Cascades Trail and Trillium Gap Trail.

The $8 million endowment that supports the Trails Forever crew was
started in 2008 by a generous $2.3 million grant from the Aslan Foundation,
which was established by avid hiker and Friends of the Smokies founding

board member Lindsay Young.
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Bolstering the

KUWOHI BYPASS

n 2025, your donations provided

$155,000 for an additional trail crew to

rehabilitate the popular Kuwohi Bypass
Trail. The work included regrading eroded
sections, erosion control, construction of

water bars and drainage structures, and

S

replacement of stairs.
If you're unfamiliar with the Kuwohi

i

Bypass Trail, it provides an alternate route

from the Kuwohi parking area to the
Appalachian Trail near Kuwohi’s summit.

Many use the bypass as part of a loop to
the observation tower, going up the paved
trail and down the bypass (or vice versa).
Thanks to your support, the bypass will
be a much safer and enjoyable hike for years

to come. Thank you, Friends!

Before and after photos show the NPS
backcountry trails crew’s efforts to improve the
surface and drainage of the Kuwohi Bypass Trail.
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New Marker an

MST MILESTONE

t the foot of the Kuwohi Observation Tower at the highest
peak in Great Smoky Mountains National Park, a new stone
marker now announces the western terminus of North Carolina’s
Mountains-to-Sea Trail (MST).

The park unveiled the marker in April 2026, a milestone moment for the 1,175-
mile MST. The footpath crosses North Carolina from the Tennessee state line at
Kuwohi to the Atlantic Ocean at Jockey’s Ridge State Park on the Outer Banks. In
addition to serving as a starting or finishing point for hikers, the marker will also
raise awareness of the trail due to its location at one of the most popular sites in
the most-visited national park in the country.

Danny Bernstein of Asheville is an avid hiker, outdoor writer and volunteer for
Friends of the Smokies. She was a driving force in the effort to create the western
terminus marker after completing the MST in 2011.

“This marker means a lot,” said Bernstein. “It is beautiful. It is obvious. It has
a very nice description of what the MST is on a plaque. Now we’ll have more
people seeing this marker and thinking about the trail starting here. And people
will want to get their picture taken at the marker looking through the stone.”

Friends of the Smokies donated the new marker, commissioning Knoxville
artist Preston Farabow to create it from local stone.

“We're grateful that the Mountains-to-Sea Trail now has a more visible
presence at Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and even more grateful for

the partners who made it possible,” said Superintendent Charlie Sellars.

Danny Bernstein, Friends of MST Executive Director Brent Laurenz, artist
Preston Farabow, and Friends of the Smokies President and CEO Dana Soehn
unveil the new western terminus marker for the Mountains-to-Sea Trail in
April 2026.
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Resurrecting

MESSER BARN IN GREENBRIER

n the Greenbrier area of Great Smoky Mountains National Park along Thanks to your support, Friends of the Smokies was able to provide more
Porters Creek Trail, the 156-year-old John Messer Barn is one of the few than $500,000 toward rebuilding John Messer Barn. Crews have already
remaining examples of architecture and life in a once thriving community. made considerable progress and expect to complete the project in fall 2026.
The park was at risk of losing the double-cantilever barn after severe “We want to be able to preserve that for future generations,” said Aspen
weather damaged the aging structure. In 2023, a powerful windstorm Williams, a civil engineer with Great Smoky Mountains National Park. “We
caused the roof to collapse. Park crews preserved any materials they could are preserving the style of architecture and the style of construction methods.

from the ravaged barn. The park ultimately decided that the only way to The goal is for the look and feel of the structure to be the same as it was.”

preserve the landmark was to rebuild it entirely. The park chose AJCE Corporation as the head contractor for the project,

with much of the work subcontracted to local company
Todd Almas Construction. From each beam and wooden
stud to the restored loft, crews used thoughtful methods
and materials to convey the barn’s historic character.
“We're proud that funds raised have helped rebuild
Messer Barn. The barn is a powerful reminder of the
people who once called these mountains home,” said
——— P e - Dana Soehn, CEO and president of Friends of the Smokies.

Lo i8R R ey Ve e 8 AR\ U BS SR F
2 fre \ - - . . - . - -
0 T Ve - “Ensuring visitors can visit iconic places such as the John

Messer Barn means we can share the park's cultural

heritage for generations.”

Construction crews completed framing the roof at John Messer
Barn in May and June 2026.




100 YEARS AGO IN THE SMOKIES

This year we celebrate the centennial of
an important milestone in the creation of
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
United States President Calvin Coolidge
approved two new national parks in the
Smokies and Shenandoah on May 22, 1926.
Approval in 1926 came after years of
lobbying. Local conservation groups gave
federal leaders tours of the Smokies, shared
dazzling photographs and even donated
a live bobcat named “Smoky Bob” to the

president and the zoo in Washington, D.C.

But federal approval in 1926 was just
the beginning. For the park to become
a reality, Tennessee and North Carolina
had to acquire land and donate it to
the federal government. After years of
fundraising and buying land, the states
transferred deeds for 150,000 acres
of the Smokies to officially become
National Park Service property on Feb.
6, 1930. President Roosevelt officially
dedicated the park at a ceremony at
Newfound Gap on Sept. 2, 1940.

¢ PN 5 N T
pe ::;‘»““,,‘\‘- . z g .
wational |\ FOR PRESIDENT COOLIDGE—Smoky Bob, a
: \ year-old wildcat frcm Tennessee, has been sent
1o the President as an argument in favor of pre.
serving the wild life by making a national park §
of the Smokv Mountains.
65

HOOFING IT FOR HALF A CENTURY

B

Danny Gibson continues the legacy of training, organizing
and caring for the pack mules and horses in the Smokies.

In April 2026, the national park celebrated
50 years of mules working in the Smokies,
holding a ceremony at Tow String Barn to
commemorate the moment.

The animal packing program started in
1976 after much of the Smokies was proposed
for designation as a wilderness area, which
restricted the use of motor vehicles on
backcountry trails. In came the mules, and
they've been delivering vital supplies to crews

ever since.

Your support of Friends of the Smokies has
purchased several members of the mule team.
Support even came in the form of auctioning
the chance to name some of the animals.

Our most recent auction in 2024 led to a
mule being dubbed “Jake,” a name selected
by auction winners to honor Friends of the

Smokies Board Vice Chair Jake Ogle.
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HART'S LEGACY

Lives On

he very essence of Friends of the Smokies is

forever rooted in what we learned from Presi-

dent Emeritus Jim Hart. Hart died Feb. 5, 2026.

Hart was a revered figure in East Tennessee
as a longtime leader in the community and
the broadcast industry. He developed a love of
broadcasting while working as a young man at
WBIR-TV in Knoxville, where his father was the
station’s first general manager. Jim continued his
own prodigious broadcasting career as the general
manager of television stations in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina and Cincinnati, Ohio. He returned
to his roots at WBIR in the 1980s, where he helped
develop its “Straight from the Heart” brand as well
as The Heartland Series, a longtime award-winning
program that proudly shared the richness of the
Smokies and Appalachian culture. He went on to
serve in a national leadership role as senior vice
president of Scripps Howard Broadcasting and vice
president for The E.W. Scripps Company until his
retirement in 2001.

Hart soon took on a new role as executive
director of Friends of the Smokies in 2002, growing
the nonprofit into the flourishing organization it is
today. Hart helped create endowments that fund the
restoration of the park’s most beloved trails and the
preservation of its historic structures. He utilized his
connections for a long-running telethon to benefit
the park that aired in Asheville and Knoxuville.

Hart served as a leader and mentor with an
unwavering sense of humility, always giving credit to
others. He kept the focus on a collective mission to
help the national park he loved his entire life. In 2016,
Smokies Life Magazine (now Smokies Life Journal)
named Hart one of the 100 most influential people in
the history of Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
Because of him, the Smokies are a better place.

In 2026, the Friends of the Smokies Board of
Directors established the Heart of the Smokies fund
in honor of Hart. Tribute gifts will continue to be
added to this fund, which will be used to support

critical needs in the park each year.

Longtime Friends of the Smokies advocate and president, the late Jim Hart.



LEADERSHIP

Board Members
Sharon Miller Pryse (Chair)
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Nancy Daves (Secretary)
Laura Webb (Treasurer)
Hon. Gary Wade
(Founding Chair Emeritus)
Rev. Dr. Dan Matthews (Chair Emeritus)
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Scott Bane
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Dale Keasling
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In Memoriam: Mimi Cecil, Wilma Maples, Jack

Williams
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In Memoriam: Dr. Myron “Barney” Coulter, Jim Hart
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Kathryn McNeil, Judy Morton, Wilma Dykeman
Stokely, John B. Waters Jr., Lindsay Young
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Nan Jones, Finance Director and
Chief Financial Officer

David Aranda, Accountant

Lauren Gass, Philanthropy Director Jim Matheny, Communications Director
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Hannah Kincade, Development Associate
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2025 FINANCIALS

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

ASSETS 2025
CURRENT ASSETS

Cash/Cash equivalents $5,090,159
Certificates of deposit $2,270,700
Accounts receivable $482,536
Prepaid expenses $67,962
LONG-TERM ASSETS

Investments (endowments) $27,260,482
Property and equipment (net of accumulated depreciation) $121,502
Other assets (right of use, beneficial assets, life insurance) $623,622
Total Assets $35,916,963
LIABILITIES 2025
CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accounts payable $14,304
Current portion of long-term lease $29,137
Deferred revenue $468,648
LONG-TERM LIABILITIES

Long-term lease liability $215,679
NET ASSETS

Net Assets without donor restrictions $6,753,092
Net Assets with board designation $1,017,558
Net Assets with donor restrictions $27,418,545

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$35,916,963



STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY

TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE 2025
Contributions and grants $4,408,877
Tennessee license plate revenue $1,217,419
North Carolina license plate revenue $623,447
Special events (net of direct expenses) $475,932
In-kind contributions $100,670
Investment income $927,084
Total Support, Revenue, and Other $7,753,429
EXPENSES 2025

Park projects $3,418,468
Park project program services $420,125
Management and general $687,477
Fundraising $749,915
Total Expenses $5,275,985
OTHER INCOME/EXPENSES

Unrealized gain / (loss) on investments $1,875,526
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 2025
Net assets at beginning of year $30,836,226
Current year asset growth $4.352,969
Net Assets at End of Year $35,189,195

Total Support,
Revenue, and Other
$7,753,429

Total Expenses
$5,275,985

Contributions
and grants (57%)

Tennessee license
plate revenue (16%)

North Carolina license
plate revenue (8%)

Special events (net of
direct expenses) (6%)

In-kind
contributions (1%)

Investment income
net of expense (12%)

Park projects (65%)

Park project
program services (8%)

Management and
general (13%)

Fundraising (14%)

Note: There are slight variances in figures due to rounding. The amounts presented here are derived from audited financial statements of Friends of Great Smoky
Mountains National Park for the year ending December 31, 2025. Copies of the complete audited financial statements of Friends of Great Smoky Mountains

National Park are available upon request and on our website.



WE SALUTE YOU

Thank you to all who supported Great Smoky Mountains National
Park in 2025. Every contribution made a significant impact, enhancing
the experiences of visitors and ensuring the continued protection

of this natural treasure for generations to come. Together, we are-

building a brighter future for the Great Smokies. S0




In 2025, the following
individuals, foundations,
businesses and partners
generously contributed
$1,000 or more to Friends
of the Smokies:

$1,000-$2,499

Anonymous

Cathy G. Ackermann

Tim Alexander and Beth Zabriskie

Larry R. Ammons

Analysis & Measurement Services
Corporation

Bank of America

Richard and Mary Arroll

Chuck Atchley Jr. and Catherine Atchley

Thomas and Midge Ayres

Laura Bailey Culp

Jason Baldwin

Karen Eberle

Beth Bauer

Robert and Jennifer Beatty

Bill and Hester Beecher

William and Patty Bell

Tim and Jennifer Bent

Bob and Karen Bentz

Carrol and Sandra Bingham

Mira Blalock

Carolyn Boles

Donald Box

Charles and Linda Bozeman

The Breazeale Clinic

The Brock Davidson Fund

Brooke Nix Medical Aesthetics

Dan and Kathy Brooks

Scott and Tracy Buchanan

Nathan and Anne Burkhardt

John Burkhart and Laura Powers

Steve and Leisa Caldwell

Alan Carmichael and Cynthia Moxley

James and Nancy Carmon

William Carroll Jr. and Jill Carroll
Wayne and Vicki Chambers
Chief Rental, Inc.

Jeff and Julie Chitwood
Linda D. Christensen

Citadel Construction Management, LLC
Howard and Julia Clinton

Bill and Donna Cobble

Janet Cobble

Louise T. Collier

Andrew Conaway

George G. Conner Jr.

Julia Cooper

Joe and Jennifer Costner
Charlie and Ellie Crawford
Martin and Celine Croce
James Robert Crossland
Scott and MaryAnne Crowley
Reid and Olga Crumpton

Ben and Nancy Davidson

W. Kirby and Ann Archer Davis
Dealers Warehouse Corp.
George and Donna Deichert
Denso Manufacturing Tennessee, Inc.
Bill and Penny Dickason

Dale and Suzanne Ditmanson
Dasan and Kristina Dix

Bob and Joy Dixon

Julie E. Dodd

Dryvebox Knoxville

Vlad Milan Duchev

Duke Sevierville, LLC

Bill and Linda Dwyer

Melissa Edmonds

Rita Englum

Equilibar, LLC

Wade and Joan Ewers

Fifth Third Bank

Andrew and Kim Firkins
Jimmy and Allie Fleming

Ted and Julie Flickinger
Fontana Village Resort

Gary and Taylor Foss

Lisa Koella Franks

Fred and Sam French

Billy and Carro Gardner
James and Lauren Gass

Peter and Jasmin Gentling
Scott and Brenda Gerding
Joseph Gigliotti

Steven Gigliotti and Katherine Volatile
Orville Giguiento

George and Lena Giles

Julian and Betty Gissel

Give Lively

Steve Grabenstein and Sarah Oram

Willis and Cari Gradison

Joseph Graham

Missy Graves

Green Line Media, Inc.

Donald and Judith Grigsby

John Guernsey

Robert and Liz Hall

Bill Gibson and Kristen Hammett

Grant and Ann Hansen

Bryan Harper

George and Cynthia Harper

Laura Harrill

Betsy Haughton

Charity Helvie

Ruben and Arlene Hernandez

Earl Hewlette

Geoffrey and Jennifer Hoff

Larry and Ruthie Hoffman

Fred and Theresa Holtzclaw

Bill and Leah Horton

Rob Howard and Marianne Lyon

Zach and Lindsay Howell

Richard Howitt

Thomas and Carol Hudson

Judy Hunter

HYLO

The Island in Pigeon Forge

Steven and Tara Jenkins

William and Anna Jenkins

Equilibar, LLC

Terry Jennings

Clifford Johnson Jr. and
Jeannie Johnson

Richard and Marsha Johnston

Alan and Nan Jones

Andy Jones

David and Jeanne Claire Jones

Alan and Nan Jones

Ellie Kassem

Dale and Barbara Keasling

Rebecca Kent

Chris Kirkland Il and Taylor Kirkland

Arthur and Penny Kiser

Koichi and Joyce Kiyohara

David and Nancy Kleshinski
Walter Knight Il and Teresa Knight
Knoxville Garden Club

David C. Kocher

Kooken Family Foundation

Jennifer H. Kopf

Dorothy Kostro

Donna Kovey

Richard T. Kubota

Jeremy LaDuke and Pinkie Mistry

Andy and Jodie Lamon

Larry's Coffee

Ray and Geraldine Larson

Leadership Knoxville, Inc.

David and Priscilla Lee

Joe and Debbie Lelonek

Leann Lindley

Ann Lindsay

Les and Catherine Love

John Lyons

John and Jennifer Mabold

Anthony and Dianne Mabry

Bryan MacKinnon

Robert and Brenda Madigan

James Edward Malia

Charmaine B. Mamantov

John and Mary Lou Maples

Frank A. March

Margaret Stevenson Hiking Club

John and Dee Mason

Robert S. Matheny Jr. and
Melinda Matheny

William Maul 11l and Ruth Maul

David and Cindy Mayfield

Jerry and Kelli McCarter

Aileen McCarter

Mark McCarty

Helen McClaren

Matthew and Martha McClellan

Hugh and Charlene McCoy

Fred and Laura McLean

Terri McLean

Victor McLean Ill and Janet McLean

Dan and Amy Meadows

Norman and Dee Ann Meister

Jeff Mellor and Doris Gove

John E. Miller

Leo Millstein

Jennifer Mirza

Paul and Judith Moody

Doug and Ariana Moore

Grant and Ellen Morar

William and Virginia Morrow

Tom Mroz and Florence LeCraw

Kenneth and R. Jeanne Nelson

Resurrection United Methodist Church

Jake and Katherine Ogle
Linda N. Ogle

Old Forge Distillery, LLC
Ole Smoky Candy Kitchen
G. Stephen and Debbie Ollard
Margie Parrott

Susan Partridge

Larry Wayne Pearce

Will and Marie Perkins
John and Cindy Pfaff
Pickel Properties, LLC
Chase and Clary Pickering
Mark Pope

Stephen and Helen Prinz
James N. Proffitt Jr.
Charles and Mildred Queen
Alfred and Jeanne Redwine
REI

Jeffrey and Lisa Reid
Patrick and Hayley Relford
Cheryl Rice

Roberts and Stevens, P.A.
Robinette Giving Fund

Rik Robinson

Rotary Club of Knoxville
James and Louise Rugh
Kenneth and Patra Rule
Alan and Paula Schlesinger
Jay and Debbie Schmid
Allen and Mary Schultz
Linda W. Schumann
Monica Schwalbach
Michael and Cheryl Searcy
Shaidnagle Luckey Family
George and Sondra Shepherd
Rhonda M. Shoffeitt

Matt and Maxx Sidwell
Dennis and Kim Smallman
Al Smith

James Forest Smith Jr.
Smokies Life

Smoky Mountain River Rat
Smoky Mountains Hiking Club
Terry and Linda Snow
Anne Sprouse

Stuart and Meg Sprouse
Alwyn and Peachy Staley
Daniel and Debbie Starnes
Brittany Steel

David and Terry Stubbs
Tim Taft

Andy and Samantha Taylor
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Cathy A. Taylor

Marian Taylor

Randy and Pam Temple
Tennessee Theatre

Karl and Victoria Thomas
Michael Tollefson
Townsend Gateway Inn, LLC
Rose Ann Trantham

John C. Trotter

Margaret A. Turner

University of Tennessee Campus Chest

Gwen Vacek

Dwight and Janice Virtue

Ann S. Voight

John D. Walker

Dan Ward

David and Charlotte Warner
Matt and Jurgita Waroway
Ashley Warrington

Alexander Oaks Waters
Elizabeth Watts and Jill Stevens
WBIR-TV

H. William and Karen Wells
Ryan White

James and Georgiana Whitley
Jeffrey and Tara Wiese

James and Sherry Wilkins
Marshall and Clare Wilkins

Rit and Carolyn Will

Al and LeaAnne Williams
Debra Williams

Debbie Wilson

Windy Hill Farm and Preserve
Kenneth and Deborah Wise
Cary and Libby Wolfenbarger
Stephen and Mary Bruce Woody
Thad Woody

Richard and Deborah Yarbrough
Richard and Susan Yow

Steven P. Yurkovich

Tim Alexander and Beth Zabriskie

Joel and Kathy Zachry

$2,500-$4,999

21ST Mortgage Corporation
Anonymous

Lamar Alexander

American Online Giving Foundation

Matt and Andi Anderson
Appalachian Trail Conservancy
Axle Logistics, LLC

Mike and Susan Bacon

Scott Bane and Brad Hunt

Barber McMurry Architects, Inc.

Barnes Insurance Agency, Inc.
Falcon Belew

Bryce and Margaret Bentz
Richard and Jean Botto

Alex and Maggie Bowers
Janice Kay Clayton

Alex Davis and Katie Valentine
Downtown Maryville Alliance
Ann Ellington Duncan
Everything's Magic

Farm Bureau Insurance

Sherri Foust

Daniel and Carley Fowler
John and Suzuyo Fox

Bradley Fricke and Jennifer Still
Phillip and Victoria Fulmer
Steve and Cheri Galvan
Brandon and Jessica Garrett
Gatlinburg Parking, LLC

Brian and Gina Grossman
John and Susan Hawthorne
Highlands of the Smokies
Horner Building Company, LLC
Hyundai Motor America

ILM Rentals, LP

Jeff Killian and Catey McClary
Derrick and Natalie King
Harry King and Kerri Lattimore
Mike and Amye King

Roger and Laura King

Knoxville Institute of Dermatology

Jennifer C. Lamb

Donald and Cynthia Lorenzo

Mark Love

Ken and Julia Lowe

Andrew MacDonald and
Jacqui Whittemore

Richard H. Maddux Jr.

Glenn and Letitia Malone

Maples Ridge Cabin Rentals

Joseph and Debbie Matteo

Bruce McCamish

Raymond and Sue McClinton

Robert Menasco

William and Patrice Minteer

Mark and Donna Mooney

Charlie Moore

Mountain Credit Union

James and Jaylene Myers

Buddy and Kathie Odom
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Martha J. Olson
E. Shane and Noreen Patterson

PCS — Personal Computer Systems, Inc.

Adrian and Valerie Pearce
Chuck and Diana Pickering
Steve and Janice Pierce

David and Bobbie Polacsek
Randy and Tracy Purcell
Ronald and Camelia Ray
Daniel Reilly and Rylee Munson
Alec Rhodes

River Sports Outfitters, Inc.
Roamstead Management, LLC
Doug and Jennifer Ross

John and June Scott

Sevier County Mayor's Office
Jamie and Bethanna Spafford
Lee and Sandra Squires

Alan and Kim Sumeriski

T. Pennington Art Gallery
Target Corporation

Alex and Emily Taylor

The Brock Davidson Fund
The Breazeale Clinic

Dooley and Kyri Tombras
Brent and Shelia Watson

Don and Julie Whitted
Timothy and Amy Williams

Williams Heating & Cooling, Inc.

Jack Woodall and Sharon Boyce
Young, Williams & Theiss, PC

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous

Abbott Fund Match

The Appy Lodge

Wilford and Rosemary Bane
Shane and Gina Benson
Jeffrey and Dawn Bounds
Joe and Janice Brumit

A.C. and Michelle Buchanan
C. Howard Capito

Celebrity Entertainment, LLC
City of Gatlinburg

H. Peter Claussen Jr.

Sara E. Cummings

George and Nancy Dailey
Scott and Stephanie Daniel
Jerry and Nancy Daves

Pete and Cindi DeBusk
Norman and Lee Ann Dobbs

Downtown Waynesville Association

Anne Deeley Easterly

Richard and Marilee Ewers

Carl and Julie Falk

Edward R. Fleming

Jeff and Melanie Flickinger

Floyd Family Foundation

Thomas and Anna Ford

Mac and Margaret Foster

Elizabeth M. Fox

Mike and Julieanne Foy

Kevin and Alyson Gallaher

Gatlinburg Convention and
Visitors Bureau

Richard and Phaye Geiger

Greenbrier Campground, LLC

Shannon and Emily Harper

Russell Harris and Linda Kinsinger

Jim and Jan Hart

David and Sue Heald

Stefanie Hess

John Hoskins and Laura Webb

Hospitality Management Solutions, Inc.

Jerry and Jennifer Huskey
Robert W. Hutson

Island Services, LLC
Richard and Tommie Jolley
Mike and Pamela Knies

Knoxville Beverage Company, Inc.
Dianne Kosmala and Dianna Fuller

Carlene E. LeCompte

Lexus of Knoxville

Todd and Kym Lightholder

Masco Corporation

Mast General Store, Inc.

Estate of Julie Anne Morton

Eugene and Lee Naughton

Mark and Kathryn Niemeyer

Ober Gatlinburg

Ogle Brothers General Store

Old Mountain Wine Company

Pete and Cheryl Owens

Parkside Cabin Rentals

The Patricia Hall Talbott Legacy
Centers, LLC

Douglas and Kathy Peters

Pugh CPAs

Sue Pukall

John and Beth Ransom

John Ray

Bill and Alexa Riley

Hiram Rogers and Jean Gauger

Frank and Cathy Schubert

SkyLand Ranch
SmartBank
Chad and Erin Smith

Smoky Mountain Tourism Development

Authority
Smoky Mountains Hiking Club —
AT Maintainers Committee
Heath and Dana Soehn
Stowers Machinery Corporation
Larry and Mary Taylor
TEGNA (WBIR)
Tennessee State Bank
Thread Wallets
Robert and Mary John Tino
Toyota Knoxville
Elizabeth S. Trent
William Trushel
Donald R. Weisbaker
Michael Wetzel
Wildland Trekking
Mark and Kristin Williams
Eilene Wilson
Geoffrey and Pat Wolpert
Earl Worsham

$10,000-$24,999

Anonymous

Anakeesta

Josh and Laurie Ball

Neil and Meka Barry

Jay Bartusiak

Jim and Kati Blalock

Cellular Sales

Charles Blalock & Sons, Inc.

The Charlie & Moll Anderson
Foundation

John and Doris Clayton

Clayton Homes

Susan K. Cooper

Mike and Cindy Corn

Burton Dye

East Tennessee Realtors

Lamar and DeEtta Eberhardt

Pamela P. Fansler

First Horizon Bank

Sara P. Flower

Stephen Foster

R.E. and Chris Foust

Jim and Natalie Haslam

The Historic Gatlinburg Inn

Charles and Margaret Hollowell

Home Federal Bank



J. Crayton Pruitt Foundation
Clay and Caroline Johnson
Paul Kent

Rodney Lawler

David and Sandra Martin
Martin & Company

Dan and Deener Matthews
Dennis and Carol Oakley
Estate of Thomas and Jean Ogle
James Penrod and Pat Boger
Avis A. Phillips

Phillips Heavy, Inc.

Pilot Travel Centers

Jack and Sydney Prevost

Todd Proffitt

The Trust Company of Tennessee
Estate of Shirley Ray

Regions Bank

Republic Plastics, Ltd.

Estate of Sue Singleton

Fred and Alice Stanback
Stokely Hospitality Enterprises
William and Kay Stokely
UT-Battelle

Harry and Sara Valentine
David C. Verble

Gary and Sandy Wade

Alice Wegmann

$25,000-$99,999
Anonymous

Kevin and Irene Anton
Arconic Foundation

Randy and Jenny Boyd
Citizens National Bank
David and Annie Colquitt
Peter Engeler

Estate of James A. Gerding
Estate of William E. Harmon

North Carolina Community Foundation

Joe and Sharon Pryse

Brent Redstone and
Anne Vanderwerken

Richard Haiman National Parks
Foundation, Inc.

Ripley's Aquarium of the Smokies

Estate of Julie Schriver

Heath and Nikol Shuler

$100,000+
Anonymous
The Boyd Foundation

The Colquitt Foundation

On Behalf of The Swag

and Cataloochee Ranch
The Dollywood Company
Haslam Family Foundation, Inc.
National Park Foundation
Ole Smoky Distillery
Ed and Diane Straker

TRIBUTE GIFTS

In 2025, gifts made in
honor of these individuals
made a lasting impact on
the preservation and pro-
tection of Great Smoky
Mountains National

Park. We are grateful

to recognize those who
have been honored and
remembered through
these thoughtful con-
tributions—their legacy
endures in the beauty
and wonder of the
Smokies.

Memorials

Roy Aaron

John E. Adams
Judy Allen

June Gray Alley

M. Lee Arnold
Wendy Bannerman
Robert Barrus
Judy Baxter
Thomas Beaudreau
Clifford Beers
Freeman Blackburn
Betty Blazer

Sandy Bloom
Timothy Bowen
Madelaine Box
Peggy Bradley

Gwen Franks Breese
Hazel Brown

James Brown

J. T. Brown

Gregory Bryant
Marilyn Buckner
Harley Caldwell
Lonnie Castle

Gayle Caughron

Jim Cavanaugh
Kenneth and Betty Clark
Homer Clayton
Wesley Truitt Clonts
Taylor and Peggy Cook
Pati Kos Cooke

John Cottrell

Rev. and Mrs. Carl R. Cowan. Sr.
Jay Cox

Ruth Ellen Crews

John W. Daves
Barbara G. Davis
Judge Donald Davis
Carl Dean

Tarri Dehaven
Rosemary Deitzer
Stephen Dobbs

Odis Duncan

Jimmie L. Eaves
Darnell "Darnie" Erwin
Francis D. Eveleigh

Dr. Susan Baker Farmer
James and Patricia Fields
Dr. Ted Flickinger
Arthur Flint

Mason Floyd

Gaynelle Frazer

Joann Freshour

Dr. Tom Gallien
George Gates

Linda Tate Gentry
Joan Giffen

Chris Gimre

Rebecca Glass

Beatrice Glawe

Joseph Glover

Jim Goddard

Cary Goode

Walter I. Graham

Bill Grant

Tanya G. Gregg

Gene Gregory

David Gross

Jerry Hammontree
Henry Harrelson

Amy Harrington

Todd Harris

John Robert Helms

Dr. William Hicks

Doug Holmberg

Sharon Hooker

John Edward Hoover
Art Horn

Jason Houck

Ann Houghton

Ric Houser

Kenneth Hoy

Charles S. McDonald 11l
Robert W. McClellan 111
Glen Imlay

John Milton Archer IV
Tom and Jackie Johnson
Wowo Johnson

Charles Tombras Jr.
James H. (Sonny) Everitt Jr.
Richard Vacek Jr.

John and Jeanne Kennedy
Bertha Mae Burkhart Kent
Joe Kent

Kristen Koester

Randy Koons

John Korthuis

Leia Kurtz

Al Langa

Allan Langen

Norman Lathrop
Robert Lecoultre
Darlene Leslie

JoAnne and Pat Ley
Guy F. Lucier

Jacqueline Scarborough Lux

Barry Malburne
Mike Maples
Agnes Marshall
Alan R. Marthinsen
Gregg Martin
William Mathews
Billy Maughan

Jim McClung
Dorothy McConnell

James D. (Jimmy) McConnell

James Larry McFee
Donald McGowan
Michael McKinney
Robert McMahon
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Wesley McNeal

Douglas McSpadden
Vergil Metts

Linda Miller

Michael Van Hook Miller
Thomas K. Miller
Ruthanne Livaditis Mitchell
James Monger

Charles E. Montgomery
Lien thi Nguyen

Sue Orr

Elise Palmer

Robert Homer Parker
Robert Parrott

Ed Peck

Marie Peine

Thomas Perry

Omer Perryman
Christopher James Petrosky
Bill Phifer

Kim Jones Pittman

Mark Poley

Randall and Kathleen Pope
Connie Porter
Irmentraud Gisela (Sorge) Powell
Timothy Rawlings
Howard Wesley Reagan
Alana Reynolds

Grant Reynolds

Lauren Boyce Woodall Roady
Marilyn Jo Rogers

Tuck Rogers

Jack Rose

Joyce Schafer

Less and Jean Schreiber
Julie Schriver

Emmett Scott

Ray Sellers

Mildred Moore Sloan
Alice “Pete” Slone

Alice Smallman

Keller Smith

Jessica Sova

Garnett Spencer

Larry Pelton Sr.

Mark J. Steele

David Stephens

Larry Allen Stewart
James Sumner

Joe Taft

Arthur Taylor

Brenda Tech
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Glenn E. Terry

Elinor Thompson
"Tiller"

Oliver Turnbull

John Wayne Turner
Don Utterback

Ticia Margretta Valentine
Jack VanDenMeiracker
David Hibbs Vowell
Thomas E. Wainner
Jeff Waldbeser

Dr. Steven Watts

Ben Webb

Ruby Wegwerth
Ellouise Whaley

James A. White

Ken White

Jane Whitney

Virginia Lynch Whitten
Frank Williams

James Williams

Susan Williamson

Ben Wilson

Bob and Aileen Wilson
Sara "Sally" Winegar
Bryan Winfree

Steven S. Wood
William Woodrick
Geraldine Woods

Margit Worsham
Howard Yates

John Zirkle
Honorariums
Garrett Abercrombie
Nancy Barger

Leon and Sherri Beck
Danny Bernstein

Van and Beth Black
Esther Blakely

Jerry Bodie

Jodie Boyd

David Brace

Michael and Martha Bradley
Steve Bradshaw

Bob and Carla Brown
Deborah Brown
Amy M. Colgan Clark
Jennifer Cole

The Collins Family
Alice Crocker

Daniel Curtis
George and Nancy Dailey
J. Brooks Dellinger
Mimi and Doc
Jurgen Dopatka
Dean Farmer

Muriel Fawcett
Benjamin Fitzpatrick

26 “gM  FRIENDS OF THE SMOKIES ANNUAL REPORT

Lisa Franks

Philip and Natasha Friesen

Kevin Gallaher

Gardner

Dr. and Mrs. Geagan

Steve Gigliotti

George Giles

Robin Goddard

Charles Gottlieb

Patti Grady

Bob Graubman

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Trail Crews

Derek Green

Tanya Gregg

Sandra Guinn

Brandon Hall

Jim Harb

Jim Hart

Max and Lyla Hemphill

Frances Hensley

Hallerin Hill

Horton

Paula Hudson

The Hughes Family

Alice Humphries

Tracy Hunter

Missy Kane

King Families

Eddie Johnson and Family
The Kelly Family

Dayton King

Robert Kovach

Sandy Kovach

Leo and Nancy Kruer
Debbie Lamb

Andy and Jodie Lamon
Peter and Fawn Landrum
The Laporta-Rodriquez Family
Art and Pat Laporta
Jackie and Darlene Leach
vy Lefebvre

Dr. Alex Limanni

Myra Maldow

Charles Maynard

Ethan McCloud

Steven McDaniel

Walt and Fay McFalls
Tobias Miller

Katrin Molhollen

Adam Monroe

Russ and Jean Moxley
Karin O’Callaghan

Jim and Cheryl Ogle
Robin Parko

Gary Prewett

Sharon Pryse

Bill Randles

Dr. Ron Rimer

Jim Roberts

Butch Robertson

Dr. Matt Rouse

Santi Sanabria

Ben and Sarah

Jack Sayers

W. Gregory Short “Shorty”
Margaret Singer

Benny Smith

Marly Smith

Christopher Smith

Don and Jackie Spatzer
Debbie Speelman

Ken and Marie Stuckwish
Linda Teague

Gene Thompson

Tom and Anne-Helene
Dennis and Anne VanCuren
Bill and Sue Vandergriff
Kathy Volatile

Thomas Wainner

Priscilla Clayton Watts
Laura Webb

Benjamin and Tessa Westfall
West High Hiking Clu

Stan White

Randy Wilde

Steve and Mary Bruce Woody



2025 VOLUNTEERS

The board and staff of Friends of the Smokies sincerely
thank our incredible volunteers. Their dedication and
generosity have contributed thousands of hours in
support of our mission, enhancing the impact of every
donor’s gift. With their help, we are able to accomplish
more and make a lasting difference in the preservation

of Great Smoky Mountains National Park.

Diane Adamec
Jay Aldrich
Sandra Aldrich
Andi Anderson
Irene Anton
Kevin Anton
Charissa Aranda
Jack Baer

Jean Baldwin
Suzan Bales
Dave Ballentine
Kat Barrow

Kyle Basila
Courtney Belmont
Tracey Belmont
Danny Bernstein
Bob Blackorby
Colyer Blackwell
Esther Blakely
Tammy Bolt
Andrew Bosse
Lauren Bosse
Andre Bourque
Stephanie Brauer
Dan Brooks
Kathy Brooks
Shona Burger
Leisa Caldwell
Steve Caldwell
Teresa Cantrell
Holden Caperton
Andrea Carbone
Pat Carbone
Dino Cartwright

Lindsay Cates
Tim Chandler
Penny Chrashewsky
Christiane Claiborne
Dewey Clark
Fran Clark

Sally Clark
Cherie Cordell
Cody Cox

Tony Cox

Maria Crenshaw
Elliot Cristoph
Brandy Crowder
Jody Curtis

Sam Curtis
George Dailey
Nancy Dailey
Stephanie Daniel
Nancy Daves
Alex Davis

Diana DeBrohun
Cindi DeBusk
Jim Dickson
Campbell Dillon
Julie Dodd
Lynda Doucette
Melissa Edmonds
Sheila Evans

Kim Firkins
Kevin Fitzgerald
Liam Fitzpatrick
Ed Fleming
Christine Foust
Julieanne Foy

Sue Fuller
Alyson Gallaher
Cheri Galvan
Shelly Genseal
Rhonda Gibson
Tina Gillespie
Cori Glafenhein
Robin Goddard
Arnite Gray
Horace Hamilton
Duran Harmon
Kris Harmon
Frankie Heilmeier
Michael Hemphill
Phyllis Henry
Frannie Hensley
Arlene Hernandez
Brittany Hodge
Lynn Hopps
Christine Hoyer
Tracy Hunter
Dane Jackson
Missy Jackson
Anna Jenkins
Robin Jenness
Karen Johnson
Sean Jolly

Missy Kane
Amye King
Regina Kinton
Mike Knies

Andy Lamon
Jody Lamon
Bettina Langham

Darlene Leach
Jackie Leach
Addison Leinart
Letitia Malone
Cindy Mayfield
Bruce McCamish
George McClain
Pam McClain
Barbera McGill
Lauren McKim
Dolly McLean
Jim McLemore
Susan McLemore
Jon McMahan
Brendan McMahon
Ashley McManus
Norman Meister
Ellen Morar
Grant Morar
Kyla Murphy
Ted Naeher
Mark Neiswanger
Teresa Neiswanger
Jane Nelson
Jack Oberhofer
Cheryl Ogle
Jake Ogle

Jim Ogle

Kat Ogle

Joanna O'Hagan
Ryan O'Hagan
Zach O'Reill
Dawn O'Sickey
Dennis Owen
Pam Papworth
Marilou Parsons
Saralee Peccolo
Doug Peters
Steve Pierce
Trace Provins
Tyler Quinn
Carla Rafferty
Beth Ransom
Nate Rawls
Hayley Relford
Laurel Rematore
Amy Richardson

Stephanie Roberson

Butch Robertson
Debbie Schmid
Jay Schmid
Emily Schoenig

Karen Schultz
Cindy Scott

Sara Shamblin
Mariam Siahatgar
Donna Silvey
Darsi Sirknen
Jerry Sluder
Katie Smith
Tristen Smith
Garrett Soehn
Grant Soehn
Heath Soehn
Linda Spangler
Emmett Speelman
Meg Sprouse
Barb Stark

Chick Steadman
Judy Steadman
Lisa Stone

Tracie Story
Barrett Strickland
Kim Sumeriski
Florie Takaki
Charlotte Tallent
Tate Tatum

Emily Taylor
Joan Tomlinson
Lauren Trad
Katie Valentine
Larry Vaught
Marita Vornehm
Debbie Waddell
Ally Wellman
Ken Wills

Linda Wills
DiAnne Wilson
Steve Winchester

Barbara Witherspoon

Steve Woody
Patrick Wright
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SPONSORS

Fundraising events are vital to our
efforts to preserve and protect
Great Smoky Mountains National
Park. These special gatherings not
only raise essential funds but also
help us reach new audiences and
engage volunteers in meaningful
ways. The continued success of
these events is made possible

by the steadfast support of our
devoted patrons, and we are
deeply grateful for their generous
contributions.

2025 FRIENDS WEEKEND
AT THE SWAG BENEFACTORS

Lamar Alexander

Kevin and Irene Anton
Bob and Karen Bentz

Jim and Kati Blalock
Randy and Jenny Boyd

Bill and Donna Cobble
David and Annie Colquitt
Mike and Cindy Corn

Cindi DeBusk

Home Federal Bank

Dan and Deener Matthews
Avis Phillips

Joe and Sharon Pryse
Brent Redstone and Annie Vanderwerken
Heath and Nikol Shuler

Bill and Kay Stokely

Gary and Sandy Wade
Mark and Kristin Williams
Geoff and Pat Wolpert

e SWAG
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2025 EVERGREEN
BALL BENEFACTORS

Presenting Sponsor
Dollywood Parks & Resorts

Vista Friends

Boyd's Jig & Reel, Charlie and Moll Anderson Family Foundation,
Citizens National Bank, Clayton Homes, LeConte Lodge, Ole Smoky
Distillery, SmartBank, Tennessee State Bank, The Trust Company

Hemlock Friends

Anakeesta, Charles Blalock & Sons, Inc., Pete and Cindi DeBusk, First Horizon Bank, Jim and Natalie
Haslam, Haslam Family Foundation, Home Federal Bank, Martin & Company, Patricia Talbott Legacy
Centers and Foothills Milling Company, Pilot Flying J, Phillips Heavy, Inc., Regal Entertainment Group,
Regions Bank, Republic Plastics

Event Underwriters

Cellular Sales (Mobile Bidding), Harper Auto Square (After Party), Dollywood Parks & Resorts
(Decorations), Knoxville Beverage Company (Wine and Spirits Auction), Stowers Machinery
(Logistics), Ullrich Print Plus (Printing), Young, Williams & Theiss/LeConte Title (Auction Checkout)



2025 GREENBRIER
BARN PARTY
SPONSORS

Presenting Sponsors
Dollywood Parks & Resorts,

The Historic Gatlinburg Inn,
Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies

Gold Sponsors
Citizens National Bank,
Ole Smoky Distillery

Greenbrier Barn Part
EST. 1999

y ¥
Silver Sponsors

Anakeesta, Appy Lodge, Barnes
Insurance, Charles Blalock & Sons,
Inc., Greenbrier Campground,
Home Federal Bank, Hollywood
Star Cars, Hospitality Solutions,
Ober Gatlinburg, Ogle Brothers General Store, Parkside Cabin Rentals,
Riverside Tower, Skyland Ranch, SmartBank, Tennessee State Bank, The Island
in Pigeon Forge

Underwriters
Stowers Machinery Bain P /ny)

2025 CADES COVE LOOP LOPE
SPONSORS

2025 TRAILS
FOREVER HIKING
SERIES SPONSORS

Presenting Sponsor
RT Lodge

Start Line Sponsor
Ole Smoky Distillery

East Tennessee PBS, Equilibar,
Rocky Top Tours, Farm Bureau
— Dana Pumariega & Sam

Race Day LCOABEPSES\{’EE Curtis, Mountain Credit Union,
Experience Smoky Mountain Living, Smoky
Sponsor Mountain News

Blount Partnership
) FRIENDS #: SMOKIES

Mountaintop

Sponsors

Axle Logistics, Home Federal Bank,

PCS of Knoxuville, River Sports Outfitters,

21st Mortgage

Cascade Sponsor
DENSO Manufacturing
IHOP of Sevierville-Pigeon Forge

FOREVER

HIKES
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LEGACY OF
G1VING

At Twin Creeks Science Center in Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
a backlog of collected plant samples seemed destined to languish on the
backburner. Then Janie Bitner, a retired banker with a background in botany,
volunteered to help.

“They said I'd never get it caught up. | thought to myself, | don’t usually
start things | don‘t finish. It took me exactly four years to get all of these
plants into the collection for further research. It took a lot of time, but | did
it,” said Bitner, smiling. “It’s very important that we preserve these things for
future generations.”

Bitner continues to give back by volunteering in the park. She also
wants her gifts to extend beyond her life. That’s why she decided to
establish a planned gift to support Friends of the Smokies.

“| am passionate about preservation. That is my character,” Bitner said.
“Without Friends of the Smokies receiving dollars and donations, they won't

be able to help the park when they're in need for future generations.”

Bitner noted planned giving through her estate comes with tax benefits
while helping to keep the Smokies healthy for years to come.

“When you are doing estate planning, think about entities you'd like to
support. Make those decisions while you still can, while you’re alive. Don't
let someone else make those decisions after you're gone,” said Bitner.
“That is the banker in me. | planned for my retirement. I'm going to plan
for my death.”

Naming Friends of the Smokies a beneficiary of her estate not only helps
the national park in the future, it also comes with an immediate reward.

“I think when we do good things, we feel good,” said Bitner. “This is
definitely a good thing. If you feel passionate about Friends of the Smokies
and Great Smoky Mountains National Park, make it happen.”

To learn more about how to help Friends of the Smokies through legacy
giving while meeting your own financial goals, visit FriendsOfTheSmokies.
org/legacy.



. b

This annual report was produced by'Smokies
Life. Friends of the Smokies extends our heartfelt
thanks for the generosity of Smokies Life’s time
and talents, and for their friendship as we partner
together to support our beloved park.

Photo Credits

Todd Almas: 16

Cameron Beckerdite: 2 (Dana Soehn)

Bob Carr:3 (Midnight Hole) St 8

Eddie Johnson: cover, inside cover -

Bruce McCamish: 10 (group), 26, 28 (both),
29 (Greenbrier Barn Party), 30 (all)

Jim Matheny: 2 (mountains), 4, 6-9 (all), 3
10 (Fran Clark and Nan Jones), 16,17 (mule),
19 (background), 20, 22, 29 (both Loop Lope;
Trails Forever), 31

Adam Monroe: 14

Jessie Snow Neeley: 11

Emma Oxford: 3 (Superintendent Sellars)

Josh Shapiro: 12 (both)

Michael Simonis: 27

Ken Wilson: 5 (both)

Thompson Brothers: 17 (bobcat)

T. K. Pease: 13
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(828) 452-0720

~ Tennessee Office

3099 Winfield Dunn Parkway
PO Box 1660
Kodak, TN 37764

(865) 932-4794

FriendsOfTheSmokies.org
info@FriendsOfTheSmokies.org



